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I've seen it all. A year away from the fiftieth anniversary of the Awakening and nothing has settled down, Heck, in my mediocre life-span alone a
major Merth American city has been nuked and walled off, a dragon ran for president of the UCAS and won; said dragon was assassinared and
used our little BBS as the forum to drek-over half the world's population: a megacorp expired and three new ones rose lilke heads an a hydra to
take is place: and a metahuman took control of one of the biggest comps In the world, What's weird Is that all of this has taken place in the |ast
Six yedrs .., It's as if someone new is in control of our world. It's hard to imagine what else could happen, so now | can die a happy decler,
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Blood In The Boardroom!

That's right, the blood is lowing from the penthouses of those huge arcologies Insteacd ¢
of the gucrer, but the result is the same—the stench of death, mayhem and nuyen are in the W'
alr, This is the place to get the skinny on who's loyal to wham and whose hoop you need to .
kiss or kick. Infermation and misinformation is peuring in faster than we can process [t. Before
vou dive into the deep end, check out these downloads.
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COMING SOON

Targer: Smuggler Havens [The places to visit to dump goods and get a little RAR)
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FRIENDS
OF FRIENDS

Even our contacts have no idea what the drek [=
going down. That's right, even Shadowland's

= vaunted Web of Intrigue™ has crashed and

burned. Mot only do our contacts not know
who's doing what to whom but most are actu-
ally worrled abourt their jobs, 50, we malke this
passionate plea—if you have information on
the corp war let us know and we'll post
everything we gol. )
Without each other what do we have? )-‘:-1':

w<Swelling muzak> | gor X X

vou babe ... Click
here fas. T

KISS AND TELL

We don't usually get into the who's
sleeping with whom sweepstakes; we
= like 1o leave that to the newsfaxes and
W other rags. But word is that Nadja Daviar—
our hot and sexy LUCAS VP—has been seen
in DeeCee dining with a young stud {that's
what Foxy Roxy calls him, not me), Well, Foxy
knows a prime cut of beef when she sees one,
but she's hit a brick wall trying o fAnd out who

this guy Is. Read what Foxy has so far and
acld your own say to the hunt for the
mystery man in the Vs life.

TECHNOSPECTIVE

say goodbye to the Fifties. Take a look back at the last
ten years of our little Awakened world in good, old-
fashioned Shadowland style, Check out the mowvers,
the shakers, the freaks and the frauds, plus we got all
of your favorite posts, vid-clips, rumors and factoids.
We're even Keeping D's will online far those of you
still trying tg win the big dragon lottery, Plus, play our
Top Story of 2060 guessing game,
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> WEIRD STUFF

- How's this for welrd? A "securlty malfunction”

_! X  |Beep Beep Beep—com jargon alert—everyone

h get yer wading boots) at Renraku's Seattle arcolo-
gy left nine shoppers dead. fikeen wounded and
the arc closed to the public "while we inspect
the systems and mourn those unfortunates who
clied in this freak accident” (hope you grabbed
your hip waders, chummer). What do you
have, boyz and grirls? Let's show them how
to Inspect that system. Post your results here,

‘-l.ﬁ
*J-




.

PILLES OF A PUZZLE

15 AUGUST 2059

lean-Claude Priault could survey the entire world from his office,

His office was not large; compared to the sanctums of the
powerhil men he dealt with every day, it seemed ridiculously
small and cramped. There was enough room for a plain desk, a
telecom, a comfortable chalr and a few carefully chosen paintings
on the wall, but the realities of life on Zurich-Orbital did not allow
for unnecessary ornamentation. The view, however, more than
compensated for the office’s drab décor. Through the single huge
viewpart that formed his office’s exterior wall, Priault watched the
Earth turn below him

He was Inwardly pleased at the fact that he could still lose
himsell in the majesty of Earth, even after all his years in space,
The view could never be matched by any skyscraper. It was the
view, perhaps, that drew Priault to spend more and maore time on
Lurich-Orbital and less in his terrestrial offices, His duties, with
rare exceptions, could be performed just as easlly on Earcth as in
space: his employer cared little where Priault chose to reside, as
long as his goals were accomplished. Without a doubt, life in arbit
was consicderably less comfortable than the alternative. For the
cost of spending a month In his cramped quarters on Zurich-
Crbital, Priault could have spent a year in luxury on Earth, though
moeney was not an issue for his employer. Life aboard the space
station was a series of compromises. traceoffs necessary to sus-
tain life in a place where it was never meant to go. Survival
required an endless succession of precautions against the unfor-
giving vacuum of space, against a universe thar was unimpressed
by the power wielded by men like Priault.

Perhaps that was why he stayed in orbit, Priault thought,
Merhaps he needed the sense of perspective that came with the
realization that there were forces in the universe more powerful
than men. or corporations, or dragons. Perhaps he had shmply
grown tred of seeing what lifke on Earth was like, seeing the
effects that the decisions made here In orbit had on the average
man, From up here, he could still believe that Earth was beautiful.
Perhaps he was just getting old

Asla was spread out below him now, the vastness of China
and the Siberian tundra filling his window. Japan was barely visi-
ble naw, turning slowly over the horizon and out of sight, It was
an appropriate backdrop for the call he had to make, and he
regreffully admitted to himself that he had delayed long enough,
He took a deep breath as he always did before these calls, partic-
ularly when he had to break bad news to his employer, and
pressed a serles of keys on the telecom, There was a delay as the
call was put through, routed through a tangle of electronics
designed to keep the connection as secure as mankind-—and
some things beyond mankind—could make [t. Then the screen
flickered, and Lobhayr answered the call himself,

The great dragon had already assumed his human farm,
because lelepathy does not work well over telecom lines, but he
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was an Intimidating figure nonetheless. Lobwyr's eyes made it clear
that he was a being of power, and that his control of the world's
mast powerful corporation was only a small part of that power
"Hello, Jean-Claude.” he said, his volce like liguid amber even over
the telecom. "How did things ga?"

"Not well, master,” Most men couldn't manage the word
‘master’; it came out sounding either sarcastic or servile, For
Priault, addressing Lofwyr as master was like a sergeant calling a
general "sic” It was the only word that fit his relationship with
Lobwyr, and Priault used it without shame. He would never call
another human master, but the dragon was in another class of
beings, and Priault knew that acknowledging Lofwyr's superiarity
didd nothing to diminish his own dignity as a human.

"Not well? How so?” Lofwyr asked, The dragon showed no
concern, only mild interest, Lofawyt's emotions always appeared
mild, except for rage. His rage could shake down Everest.

"The electors have selected Li Feng of Wuxing to replace
Hague.” For the first time in seventeen years. a new corporation
would be represented on the Corporate Court, Wuxing, based in
Hong Kong, was the head of a consortium of Pacific Rim companies
bent on challenging Japan's dominance of the region's economy.
Now that one of their number had reached the Corporate Court,
began to look as though thell efforts would be successful, "Ares,
Aztechnology and Yamatetsu were In favor of the move, as we sus-
pected; Fuchi's electors also voted for Wuxing, suggesting that
they have decided to support the Villiers faction.” That decislon
was probably influenced by the fact that David Hague, the late
Fuchi Justice whose successor was Deing elected, had met an
untimely death after opposing Richard Villiers in one of Fuchi's
internal squabbles, but Priault saw no need to belabor the obvious,
“Mitsuhama, Renraku and Shiawase opposed Wuxing, as expected,
With our asslstance, that should have been enough to keep Wuxing
off the Court, but something happened during the voting
PrOCess. "

“Such as ... " Lofwyr prompted.

Priault took ancther deep breath. 1 suspect that one of our
electors voted for Wuxing desplte your orders, The vote was close
encugh that one electar's vote could have made the difference. |
spoke o the Court and the electors at length about Wuxing: ow
representatives knew very well what you wanted, but one of them
still betrayed you, And, as | am responsible for all Saeder-Krupp
personnel aboard Zurich-Orbital, that means that | have failed you,”

“On the contrary, you have done admirably well." Lofayr's
hurmnan face creased in a slight smile. " told you that | wanted you
to oppose Feng's appointment to the court; | didn't say that | did-
n't want him elected.”

“Of course, sir” Priault had worked for the dragon too long to
be surprised by Lofwyr's machinations, and knew his master oo
well to ask questions. Lobayr would explain himself, or not, in his
ovwen time,
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Your puldic and vocal opposition to Wuxing makes the
lapanese feel that we will stand as a much-needed ally, ™ LoRanys
began. taking obwvious pleasure ina Clever plan well executed, ™I
also ensuredd that Artechnology and Ares voted for Wuxing; they
believe that anything that is bad for both the [apanese and Saeder-
Krupp must necessarly bee good for them, Since the other corpo-
rations’ votes were more o less abyious, it will be clear that one
or more of the Sacder-Krupp electors voted against your—and
thus my—wishes, This will lead our enemies o suspect dissension
within the company. which may lead them to underestimate us.
Finally, Wuxing may resent us for resisting their advancement, but
they are the newest and weakest member of the Court and thus

the least of owr concerns at this time

I apologize for the deception, Jean-Claude,” the dragon con
cluded, "but vou are always at your muast elooguent when vou hon
estly believe in what you are saving. You have, as always, done
well.” Lobwyr s eves Rlcked o one side briefly, then back toward
Priaulc. “And now, other business calls. Au revolrn |ean-Claude,”
With another brief smille and a nod, the screen went Dlank.

Shaking his head ar his masters Ingenulty, Priault turned
away rom the telecom and back toward the window. |apan had
vanished over the horizon now; soon Priault’'s homeland would be
coming into view, He thought that he finally knew why he pre-
terred Zurich-COrbital to Earth; with beings like Lobwyr on Earth, It
was safer up here ., iF not by much
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The Shadowrun adventure Blood in the Boardroom s dia

matically different from mast previously published adventures for
the Shadowrun universe, Like (15 predecessor. Mob Warl, rather
than providing a single, linear adventure for the player characters
to follow, this book describes the results of a series of events—in
this case. corporate maneuvers over a roughly two-year perod.
from late 2057 o eardy 2060, The outcome of these conflicts rad-
ically redraws the corporate map in the world of Shadowrun,
From the destruction of one megacorp (o the rise of three new
corporate players, Blood in the Boardroom shakes up the status
quo enjoyed by the corps for so many yvears and provides multi-
ple opportunites and new challenges for player characters,

GCamemasters can use the material in this book to run adven
tures and campaigns in any locale, from Seattle (o Viadivostok in
the Far East. The material is organized Into tracks, one for each ol
the major plots in which the megacorporate giants become
enmeshed. Each track provides a backdrop for the events,
describes the major players and their reactions to the events and
includes sugmestions for gamemasters who wish to slowly intro-
duce the events into thelr campalgns. Blood in the Boardroom
alsa outlines the overall goals and plans of the major players and
suggests ||kely adventures based on the pursuit of those objec-
tives.

The gamemaster can choose to have the player characters fol-
low a single track to its conclusion or allow them o “jump the

tracks” from one plot line to another for a tailor-made campaign

BLOODIN THE BOAMRDDROOIM
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(se¢ Jumping the Tracks, p. 140 In Running Blood in the
Boardroom). Each track includes at least one Heshed-out adven
ture framework and several additional adventure ideas that the
gamemaster easlly can turn into full-fedged adventures using
material from this and other Shadowrun products, such as Target:
UCAS or Cyberplrates. CGamemasters will also find usetul many of
the optional rules n the Shadowrun Companion: Beyond the
Shadows (SR Companlon). especially the Contacts and Enemies
rules on pages 62-75, for adding texture and complexity to the
adventures presented in Blood in the Boardroom.

PLOT SUMMARY

Mhe delicate balance of power that the megacorps held owver
the world until 2057 was based largely on handshake agreements
trust that thelr mutual interests outwelghed each corp s desire to
get ahead of the others, and the knowledge that no one outsice
their ranks was powerful encugh to challenge them. The precari-
ousness of that trust and the megacorps’ own blindness proved
thetr undoing. Each handshake was routinely met with a dagser in
the other hand, and outside events came to affect them in ways
they could scarcely imagine,

The death of President Dunkelzahn in August of 2057, and the
subsequent distribution of the dragon’s hoard according (o his last
will and testament, at first seemed to have no effect on the compao

rate world except to let the lucky beneficiaries within it sit back and
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collect the money that the slain presicdent had willed to various
parties. Buried In the will, however, were a handiul of bequests
that would forever change the make-up of the megacorps, The
BArst and most damaging was the gift of enough Renraku stock to
Miles Lanier, head of security at Fuchi Industrial Electronics. to
garn him a seat on Renraku’s board of directors, This bequest had
Immediate and devastating results. Lanler was a close personal
fend of Richard Villiers, one of the three CEOs of the Fuchi cri-
wmvirate, All three—Villiers of Fuchi Americas, Shikei Makatomi of
Fuchl Asia and Korin Yamana of Fuchi Pan-Europa—had subthy
schemed against each other throughout their careers, Each one's
deslre o gain ascendancy over the others had been held in check
only by thelr common wish to keep Fuchi alive and thriving, and
the fact that no one faction had the power te oust another with-
out doing major damage to the entire corp. The loss of Lanier—
and with him, possibly as many corporate secrets as he could
carry—ito a rival corporation weakened Villiers and gave Makatom|
and Yamana the opening they needed to remove Richard Villiers
from the top spot in Fuchi's corporate structure.

But Villiers was ready for them. Having seen the proverbial
writing on the wall, he quietly and slowly repurchased Fuchi
Americas companies under a new corparation’s name, with him
self at its head. As Villiers and his onetime colleagues squared off
in the boardroom, thelr business maneuvers led to street violence
and apen war in the Fuchl camp—a war in which, as in all civil
whiars, no one could ever truly claim victory.

Lanler's ascension to the Renraku bodrc had unsettling reper-
cussions for that corporation as well. Though distrustiul of Lanier's
intentions at first, most Renraku board members soon began to
gloat over the damage done to Fuchi and forgot that Lanier posed
a threat to their own interests as well. As Renraku rejoiced owver its
rival's troubles, Lanier and Villiers pulled off a surprise two-prong
attack that left Renraku reeling and wiped out any advantage that
Fuchi's demise might have brought the corporation, The added
blows of a computer virus and an Inexplicable lockdown of the
Renraku arcology in Seattle forced this once-proud megacorpora-
tlon to look for outside help. It came from an unexpected and not
entirely welcome source—Shikel Nakatomi of Fuchi. Renraku sur-
vived with his help, but the damage was done. and the scars will
not heal for a long time.

Just one line in Dunkelzahn's will caused the collapse of one
Big Eight megacorp and the near-decimation of another ... but the
wyrm's machinations from beyond the grave didn't end there,
Arthur Vogel, eco-lawyer and onetime presidential candidare,
received Dunkelzahn's stock in Ares and a seat on that corp’s
board of directors. To counter this new addition (and potential
threat to his power). Ares CEO Damien Knight temporarily gained
voting rights to the Gavilan Ventures stock that Dunkelzahn had
left to his former translator and vice-president of the LCAS, Nadja
Daviar. Control over the Gavilan Ventures swing votes gave
Knight a lock on the board for the first time, and with it the power
to finally deal with long-time rival and board member Leonard

Aurelius. No fool. Aurelius recognized that his days as a partner
in the company his father had founded were numbered. In a move
unprecedented in megacorporate history, Aurelius took his long:
standing battle with Knight to a new level—he sold his stake in

Ares to Vogel and then jumped ship o Cross Applied
Technologies of Québec. Founded and run by D Luclen Cross. a
colleague-turned-enemy  of Damien Knight's, Cross  Applied
lechnologies vaulted almost overnight to megacorporate status,
Mow Aurellus has a platform from which o strike much harder at
Knight than he ever could within Ares, as well as an enthusiastic
ally In Lucien Cross. Though Ares remains largely intact on the
surface, the threats o Knight's control of the corp have never
been greater.

Not even a dragon can control evenything, however. Wuxing
Incorporated. a small corporation that became a big winner In
Dunkelzahn’'s lotterny. initially could not manage o make the leap
from little corp o megacorp. Wuxing s president, Wu Lung-Wai,
trled every strategy from legal maneuvers o calling in favors from
the Hong Kong Tdads, but nothing seemed o work . untll
Yamatetsu, newest af the Big Eight. decided to turn its back on
Japan and relocate o Viadivostol. MHussia, At the same fime,
Yamatetsu gave Its backing to the Pacific Prosperity Group, a
Wuxing-inspired project that included several mid-tier and small-
er corporations in the Far East, Yamatetsu's clout and wealth, no
longer tied to Japan, made the Pacific Prosperity Group a truly
viable alternative to Japanese megacorporate power in Asia and
bumped Wuxing up into the megacorporate ranks, This newlound
organization, representing many other corporations, has become
enough of a player in the East to threaten the foundations of the
lapanese corporations. For its part, Yamatetsu has a new home, a
new leader andd a chance to create a new mage. With a metahu
man president and a free spirit on s board of directors,
Yamaretsu can position isell ocutside the other Facific Rim corpo-
rations and take advantage of their disarray.

During the two years in which these events unfold and cor-
porate boards change drastically, and as the conflict among the
corps grows larger, shadowrunners become the focus of the
action, Whether looking to hit a corp when it s down or hired o
make sure a corp stays down, shadowrunners are the first attack
ers and the Arst line of defense. From extractions to all-our
destruction of corp facllities and evenything in between, runners
can work for one side or cherrypick the jobs they want, Whatever
their role, however, they must navigarte the confusing currents of
alliances, plots and schemes. Their actions may well determine
how the big boys act and react in the furure

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Because the information presented in Blood In the
Boardroom is story-based rather than part of a standard single.
linear plot. hard-and-fast statistics and numbers are left up to the
gamemaster to design based on the type of campaign he or she
wants to run, Also, Blood in the Boardroom takes place over a
long span of time in which cettain events occur. lnorder fo help
the gamemaster keep those events stralght, this book Includes a
timeline for the entire corporate war, The timeline appears on
page 19

Before beginning this adventure, the gamemaster shouid
resacl Running Blood In the Boardroom (beginning on p. 11 for
a complete overview of the various corporate entanglements.
Mext, the gamemaster should read through each of the fracks to

BLOODDIN THE BOAARDRODIM



Become familiar with the situations, important non-player charac-
ters and thewr individual plans and goals Mhe tracks are diviced
inter five =ections. each of which provides the gamemaster with
nformation about that track’s conbict, major characrers, the activ-
ithes of each carporation and the Eveniiudal Oubcome.

Each section opens with a fictional account of the events
aoing down, from the perspective of those denizens who post
thelr thoughts, observations and experences o the Shadowland
BES. Wiritten as opening plece

enoush facts to get things started, along with the usual doses ol

black |nformation, this o fiers

misinformation and rumar. The gamemaster can use these sec
Hons to indicate what players might hear on the street, or fo “tesl
the waters” and determine the players’ interest in the events of
track,

ithal The samemaster can also Introduce elements af the

fvent ino the curment

fctional pleces seeds of information to plant

background of his or her CAMpaiEn,

Cansider these
through the shadows that will let your players know something 1s
happening.

Following the fictdonal opening, What's Going Down
describes the overall plots, background and history leading up to
the events of the com war as they Involve each corporation, These
ectlons cover the schemes of the major players involved in each
track. along with some of the possible effects of their actions,

The next section, The Players, describes important people
volved In the events of each track and thelr backgrounds, moti
vations and gaoals, These profiles, more In-depth than standard
Shadowrumn the
gamemaster a more complete view of each character so that he

character descriptions, are designed o give
af she can use the characters effectively in the overall story line.
The Players also describes each Individual's role in the corpora
ton he or she works for, allowing the gamemaster to easily use
these characters in campalgns ouiside Blood In the Boardroom.

The fourth section in each track, Adventure Frameworks,
provides the gamemaster with complete outlines for adventures
irvolving the events and plans described in What's Going Down
and in the timeline (see Running Blood In the Boardroom, 3. 1 1),
wWith lirtle additional preparation, the gamemaster can use these
framewarks o un complete adventures centering on the events
traclk. The find section. Adventure briefy
Ideas for imvolving track s

events, The gamemaster can use the material in this book 1o build

aof & |iven ldeas,

clescnbies further acventures eac

these ideas it full-Blown adventures,

ADVENTURE FRAMEWORKS
The adventure-framework fermat is an outline that gamemas-
ters can use to plan out the events of an adventure while main
Each
work has five parts: Premise, Setup, Events, Climax and Sequels,
The Premlse briefly summarizes the adventure and describes

taining as much flexibility as they neec. achventure frame

Its major sources of conflict or drama. The Setup describes how
the adventure begins and how the characters become involved in
it. This section may also include events that have led to the adven
ture and background on other concepts mentioned in the
Premise. The Events in vach amework describe encounters and
events that oocur during the course of the adventure, These may

Include situations that pose problems for the characters, actions
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by the adventure’s antagonists or simply unexpected occur-
rences, Events are the obstacles or problems the player characters
must overcome to complete the adventure successhully.

The Climax describes the likely conclusion of the adventure
(If player characters take unexpected actions, the ending of the
aclventure may differ considerably from the ending described in
the Climax, and so gamemasters may want ta plan for more than
one possible conclusion.) Sequels describes stories that might
happen after the adventure or as a result of the adventure, By run-
ning sequel adventures, gamemasters can create a sense of con-
tinuity in thelr campalgns.
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Because Blood In the Boardroom Is more complex than pre-
vious Shadewrun adventures, running It requires additonal prepa-
ration on the part of the gamemaster. This section provides guide-
lines for running the multiple plot lines in this book and suggests
ways to integrate them into an existing Shadowrman campaign.

HOOKING THE CHARACTERS

Muost adventures assume that the player characrers are sirting
around waiting for a shadowrun fo drop into their laps. Blood in
the Boardroom is different. This adventure's corporate-war plot
line takes place over a two-year period and involves many differ-
ent corporations and players, each with their own agendas. and so
the gamemaster must devise a varlety of ways to get the player
characters Invalved In the story line. Each of the following sections
describes various means, motives and ploys the gamemasier can
use to Involve the player characters in the maelstrom of the cor-
[POrabe War.

SIMPLE RUN, MINIMAL COMPLICATIONS

The easlest way (o get the player characters Involved in the
events of Bleod In the Boardroom is o have a corporate Wr
johnsan hire the team for a run, The events of the comp war are
forcing employees to take sides ke children In a messy divorce
Internal security and corporate watchdogs can no longer be truse-
ed—who knows whether sensitive information will go astray or
fall into the lap of someone who isn t supposed to see it? The anly
way 4 corp exed can be sure of doing what needs o be done is to
buy loyalty from the outside—Irom the shadows. whose denizens
will do the Job they re pald o do and then vanish. No messy inter-
nal problems with divided loyalties, the results are the same, and
the corp doesn’t have (o pay disability insurance.

This option allows the gamermaster to insert a corp war-relat-
ed adventure or two among more ordinary shadowruns or into
existing campaigns, The runners might start our doing simple
shadlowruns for one Johnson and gradually discover that they are
knee-deep in the Fuchl civil war or the Ares-Cross conflict. Allow
the player characters to meet some ol the bigger players or can-
taces, thereby pulling them deeper Inte the mire and allowing
even more adventures 1o take place.

CONTACTS

Contacts offer an ideal way to Involve player characters in
corp war adventures and plots, If any character has a business o
corporate contact, that individual will surely know something
about what's going on, even If only what he or she hears from his
Immediate superior or corporate headquarters. As with using a
corporate Johinson, contacts can hire the runners to get another
persan out of the conflict {an Interesting twist on the Friend of a
Friend concept, p. 63, SR Companlon), or may get caught up in
the war and need thelr runner mends’ help. Alternatively, contacis
working for companies not directly involved in the corp war may

be looking for any information the player characrers have abourt the
unfolding events as they try to plan their own future maneuvers
The Comtacts and Ememles section ol the Shadowrun
Companion is an invaluable aid to gamemasters who wish o use
contacts in this way. Not having corporate contacts should pose no
problem: the corporate war is expansive enough to alert most of
the sprawl to street-level information (lor example, most people
would know that Fuchi is hitting Renraku, which is hitting back), The
rmain underlying “truths” about the situation, however, would like-
Iy remain hidden. If the player characters want to know more than
their contacts can tell them about events, gamemasters may find
the Friend of a Friend rules ip. 63, SR Companion) particularly use-
ful. These rules sugeest ways the gamemaster can fesh out a por-
tlon of any player character's network of contacts and acoquain-
tances who might connect the runners with the events in this book

SECURITY

One option that involves the player characters directly in the
events of the corp war is to have them work security for a big or
small corporation. |ust because a corp doesn’t have a megacore
ration’ s name on its letterhead doesn 1 mean that the megagcors
ignore it. A megacorp may have invested in it with or without the
smaller corp's knowledge, or may own it through various shells
and holding companies. It might also own the little corp outrisht
and simply never changed the corp’s name to reflect that rie

For example, the player characters may be hired to guard a
small mom-and-pop business, only to discover that Mom s
Damien Knight and Pop is Arthur Vogel (not a pretty picture)
Funners in that situation could end up on the wrong end of a
Seraphim attack from Cross Technologies and be forced o coun
terattack to save their street reps and get paid. This sequence of
events tosses them right into the fray, making Enemies and Friends
from the got-go,

An interesting variation on the security theme s o have the
runners guard an important player in the corp war, Anyone who
wants outside protection 1o make sure he lknows whao s prorecting
him (or her, or it) during all the infernal unrest makes a plausible
subject, from a smalltime corp research scientist to the new head
of Yamatetsu. By “signing on” in this fashion, the player characrers
miast likely would become entangled in mualtdple situations in a sin-
gle track. An adventure like this allows for a test of the runners loy-
alty to their meal ticket (or lack thereol) and might lead to same
lucrative permanent amrangements (if they back the right person
ang that person survives the conflict).

THIS IS PERSONAL

A time-honored Shadowrun method for geting player char-
acters involved in an event is to make things personal, The charac-
ters might have old fiends or contacts working for one of the
corps, as mentioned in Contacts, or they might owe a personal
debt to a corp. (Remember thal cyberware we gave you! Time to
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pay us for it, chum.) The characters might become involved when
the events of the corp war directly affect them. Fallout from the

confict might threaten fiends, family or contacts, prompting the
characters o try to help or avenge their loved ones or assoclates.

Camemasters can also allor the information and events in
Blood in the Boardroom o fit thelr own campaigns by weaving
the characters, adventures and events in this book into their own
existing material, For example, it a gamemaster has already creat-
ed some corporations or corporate background figures in his cam
paign, he may use those characters in place of the characters
described in Blood In the Boardroom. Adding personal details
from an existing campaign to the mix of material in Blood in the
Boardroom will help make the adventure seem more real 1o the
players and will give the gamemaster some ready-made hooks o
draw the player characters into the story through their relation-
ships with characters they already know

If the material i Bleod In the Boardroom conflicts with
something already established In your campaign, feel free to stick
with vour ewn version, The overall story arc of the various com
war tracks is the most important factor, not the individual non
player characters within each track. [Fyou have created a charad
ter or corporation thar fits the tone of the campaign. feel free to

substitute [t for any similar character or corp listed In this boolk.

ALTERNATE CAMPAIGNS

In general, the material in this book assumes that the player
characters are shadowrunners, but they may play many other
riales in this story line, The events of the comp war can work with
many of the alternative campalgns outlined In the Shadowrun
Companion, particularly a law enforcement, gang, DocWagon or
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media campalgn, The following information offers gamemasters
some suggestions for adapting the material in this book to sult
such nontraditional Shadewrun campalgns,

DocWagon

The events of Blood In the Boardroom are likely 1o create a
hefiy body count, including those not normally assoclated with a
sprawl firefight—the bigwigs with the Platinum DocWagoen cards.
Mayer characters in a DocWagon campaign can get Into situations
and meet people they normally would never run Into. just getting
to the client may pose enormous challenges, as player characters
may have to rescue a “traitor” to one corp faction or another
who's unlucky enough to get caught in the wrong place at the
WTONE Frme,

In a twist on the traditional rescue story, as the war gels
wWorse, people who ve never even seen a gun. let alone had one
pointed at them (managers, mid-level executives, sclentists, se
retaries and so on), may begin to pull their DocWagon tags when-
ever they find themselves In a hostile situation. This could severe
ly strain the DocWagon team’s response time and put player char
acters into increasingly nerve-racking situations,

A DocWason team's relative freedom of action compared
with “criminal™ shadowrunners might lead the player characters to
do favors for one corp of faction or another; they might carmy mes-
sages, or various corps might offer therm bribes for “special treat-
ment” or to obtain classified medical information on employees of
rival companies.

Finally, the suborbital shuttle crash In the Redmond Barrens
(see Track 1: Civil War, p. 20} makes DocWagon busier than ever
In addition to those who were injured or died in the shuttle, the
casuallies across the Barrens would be so great and the situation
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so nightmarish thar multiple adventures might easily Invalve res-
culng people and surviving such threats as falling bulldings, para-
normal cricters set loose, looters and gangs, The Crash Team
adventure framework in the Fuchl track is particularly well-suited
to DocWagon characters,

Media

The conflice among the different corporations means a war of
words as well as of bullets. The different newsnets and
screamsheets are all looking to break the big story that will
expose the megacorps innet workings and score the highest rat-
ings. OFf course, these reporters and thelr crews are also messing
with some serlous opposition as they chase after the real story of
the corp war.

A mediafreporter carmpaign can follow the events described in
the Timeline of Events (see pp. 18- 19) with an eye toward broad-
casting them to the viewing public. How involved the reporters
become depends on how badly the comps want to Keep their ocwn
secrets while exposing those of thelr enemies. OF course, the shut-
the crash will whip the media into a frenzy of theories and specula-
tions, Just chasing down these rumors may be a campalgn in fesellf.

An imteresting twist to a media campaign is the spin the
corps put an events, either to clear their awn names or condemn
thelr opponents. Corps using the media this way might plant dis
information, sending media player characters an wild-goose chas
es to cover up what the corps are really doing,

Speclal Forces

Because the corps are extraterritoral, most governments
can't stop them: they can only hope to contain them, Theretore, It
s unlikely that government black ops teams will become directly
Invelved in the events of the corp war, However, such characrers
might easily get involved on the perphery of Blood In the
Boardroom.

For example, player characters in a Special Forces campaign
may be government plants wha infiltrated one of the battling cor-
porations or factions in arder 1o keep an eve on that corp's gov-
ernment contracts, This type of double-edged adventure needs a
gamemaster's heavy hand because the characters must maintain
dual loyalties In a situatlon where neither government nor corp
will accept anything but total obedience. This type of advanced
campalgn ideally should be played by gamemasters and players
Familiar with the Shadowrun rules who prefer roleplaying to gun-
fights,

Alternatively, the player characters can be recruited (o work
for a corporation’s own speclal-operations division, This type of
campalgn, however, requires the player characters to take orders
arel ask no questions—not the type of game mast players enjoy

playing.

Law Enforcement

As with Special Forces campalgns, law-enforcement cam-
palgns would work mainly on the periphery of the events pre-
sented In Blood In the Boardroom.

One way to involve Lone Star player characters 151G square
them off against corporate secunty in an investigation. Corporate

sescut|ty would try very hard to cover up any wrongdoling (remao-
Iing evidence, planting false evidence. giving false testimony and
Aat out refusing ta cooperate], or would attempt (o lead the police
away from anything incriminating while trying to incriminate
someone else.

The Ares confict makes for a particularly Interesting angle on
a law-enforcement campaign: it involves two  Cindependent”
police groups (Knight Errant and Lone Star Québec) from rival
companies squaring off, both trying to look good In the public eye
while making their rival look bad

Magic

Though Blood In the Boardroom does not center on the use
of maglc, gamemasters will find it relatively easy o involve mag-
cal @roups o organizations in the conflict. One good way to
fvolve magical characrers |s to leak magical corporate research
down 1o the streets, As the comp war expands, what used (o be
kept behind closed doors finds its way out in the open. All the
majer cormps have some sort of magical division or research
department, and many also own smaller companies that deal
specifically with magical research, Either of these may become
tempting rargets for runs.

Also; the free spint Buttercup’'s position on Yamatetsu' s board
of directors should provide zome magical interest fo player charac-
ters, The adventure framework What's In a Mame [sec Track 4: Out
of the East, p. B4) can easily be played by a magical group.

Finally, as in all major wars, magical support makes a rerrific
asset for anyone who can hire such a team, Even "harmless” types
of magic like clairvoyance and clairaudience spells will be worth
their weight In gold as the player characters try to find out who is
a friend and who s a foe, in situabions where lovalties switch by
the minute

Gangs and Plrates

Both gang and pirate campaigns fit neatly into the corp war
plot line. Gangs will be needed as each corporate faction tries to
get as many foot soldiers as possible in on the action, For players
who den't mind being cannon fodder, a gang campaign can be
lots of fun,

Piracy opens up another front In the corp war, For one thing.
the corps’ collective concentration on other matiers leaves the sea
a bit mare open, allowing pirates a freer hand than usual, Also,
every war needs supplies, and various corps will do whatever they
can o ensure thelr own supply lines (via pirates) while keeping
those same supplies from their fivals, The effects of the corp war
also cause ripple effects around the globe wherever the corps
operate, including such "exotlc” locations as the Philippines and
Africa. Pirates can back a corp faction or play off one side against
another, bringing vital shipments to whoever can pay the maost,
Camemasters should manipulate supply and demand in this type
of campaign. For example, || Ares |s gearing up for a war, it may
be more difficult to "find a crate of guns on an abandoned boat,”
thereby hiking the cost of weapons and making It riskier for pirates
to meet their obligations. The adventure framework Malnframed
(see Track 4: Out of the East, p. B1) can easily be adapred to a
pirate carmpaign,
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Finally. If cutting off supply lines to a given corp |5 important,
control of the docks becomes even more imporant, This allows the
gamemaster (o render useless conlacts the pirates may have used
previously and ferces them (o elther deal with the corps or not deal
at all—an excellent way of driving the characters into the corp war,

Gamemasters will find the additional material on gangs fram
the Shadowrun Companion and the Underworld Sourcebook
useful in running a gang campalgn Based on events and adven
ture ldeas from this book, The Cyberplrates sourcebook covers
piracy and will be invaluable for running a piracy campalzn.

Criminal Organizations

The corp war touches every aspect of the Shadowrun world,
and Its criminal organizations are no exception. Many of the orga-
nized-crime syndicates have ties to the megacoms, whether
through back-room handshake deals or legitimate business con-
tracts {casinos and bars on comporate property and such). A conflict
of the corp war's magnitude will affect business for the syndicates,
and with so many lovalties being splic or lost. the chances of the
syndicates taking the law into thelr own hands greatly Increqase, If
the gamemaster wishes, he or she can link the events of Mob Warl
t Blood in the Boardroom withoul too much frouble.

Also, the criminal organizatons run many of the channels for
smuggled goods, and the supplies they control become even
MOre necessany as the corp war rages on. Dock and warehouse
battles should e the norm as corparations try to stop the com-
pefition and some comp factions y o control something they ve
never had o before, Creative gamemasters can tie elements of
the mob war into the corp war, as well as any piracy plots the
gamermaster may have already set in motlon,

GAMEMASTERING THE CORPORATIONS

Blood In the Boardroom portrays the comporations In a dif
ferent light, Yes, they are still nuyen-hungry, soulless beasts, bt
the armor that makes them seem so invinclble is cracked on the
inside, The corps are finally doing to themselves what they have
done to everyone else—I{insert scarological phrase here),

The gamemaster's goal is to create suspenselul stories full of
interesting characters with whom the plaver characters can inter-
act. The challenge to running adventures based In and around car-
porations lies in avolding the lemptation to give every corporate
employee 4 personality that reflects what the gamemaster aned
players may assume is the corporation’s nature. For example,
every Artechnology employvee becomes a pro-magical ldealosue,
all Saeder-Kupp employees are super-devious with a million
plats running in their heads, Fuchi employees must all be scient|f-
ic dranes, Aresis full of well-armed cyber-gods who kill vou if you
look at them addly and every Mitsuhama worker is a valiuza e -
atlve. These stereotypes may work just fine for the first fesw ¢ on-
racts or comp employees, but then they tend o ger boring,

Blood in the Boardroom shows thal, while some emiplovess
are loyal to the comoration and what it stands for, others align
themselves with specific individuals, and sull others are in a state
of shock—maore concerned with losing their jobs and Hvelthoods
than anything else. The gamemaster s free (o place characrers
with different perspectives in the story line as conraces, NPCs,
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buddies or any other type of person who will make Interesting sto-
fes, Even long-time contacts or Friends of Friends can experience
different emotions or concermns that the player characters never knew
they might feel, The following sections cover different backgrounds
the gamemaster can use o give depth (o corps and people within
them, thereby adding interest and realism 1o plors-and story lines.

DIVIDED LOYALTIES

Much of the overall plat line of the corp war Involves the
megacarporations’ internal struggles to the point of all-our civil
wal. [ntra-corporate Infrigue is the best way o illustrate this type
of split. Infra-corp shadowruns are already popular (one manager
wants to look good, so he hires shadowrunners ta hit a division
run ¥y another manager), but for a corp war the scale of such
operations should become great enough (o affect every person In
the divisions inweolved

In Fuchi, lor example, an individual may owe lovalty o any
one of three factons: Villlers, Makatoml or Yamana. No one
remains independent—not the secretary, notl the janlior, not the
guy who Hies the company plane, not even the mailroom boy. The
gamemaster needs 1o play this up—contacts dry up if player char-
acters want black inkormation on the faction they suppor, ar will-
ngly spill corp secrets if runners want information on an oppos-
ing taction. Also. runners may be hired o geek seemingly insignif-
icant people {secretdartes, chauffeurs, middle managers) just to
send o message (o others

A House Divided

A company is rarely full of employees |ust sitting around
deciding which laction 1o support Loyalty is Inbred and goes
deeper than an office vote. Mast people give thelr loyalty to the
corporation without a second thoushe, especially when he cor-
porate parent is big and happy and no one wants 1o revolr
tthaugh there are always those fevw who think the grass (s green-
er in the other corporate conpound |

When o corporation divides, iIs loval emplovees are like kids
caught in a diverce—confused, angry, sad and full of pain, Some
choose 1o follow those who did them a goad turn: the manager
whao hired them or the local olfice to which they report. Others
rebel. ripping themselves from the only corporate parent fhey
know and golng someplace else. Stlll others transter thelr layalty
to the faction that rheir leader follows. For example, iF a characte
works for a Fuchi Americas-based corporation, he or she may eas
iy become a proud Novatech employee without feeling the least
bit betraved or hurt

The gamemaster should use this confusion, as well as the
indecision of the many corporate drones asked for the first time In
rheir lives o make & chaice, to create canflict and keep the play
ers guessing. Husbands may choose one laction. their wives who
work in g ditferent division another Loyaltles may switch based
o petter offers OF [romiotions, or just BUl readtions

WORKING FOR A FACTION

In all of the tracks, manasement {in these cases, the actual
crwmers of the carps) s making changes in the corp’s undamental
philosophy. These managers have employees loyval to them
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throughout vanous levels of then corporatons. In rthe cases of
Fuchi, Ares and Yarmatersu, many of those loyval managers may ger
eft behind in the wake of the changing of the guard or ind them
selves in enemy camps. The gamemaster should play up these
stTLAtios

For example, it s common knowledse thao Fuchi s really
three different companies uncer one roof, It Fuchi Pan-Europa
builds a division in Seattle, itis statted by Fuchi Americas employ
ees and Fuchi Pan-Eurepa employees (with a possible Fuchl Asia
employee tossed in a0 thar faction can see what its partners are
up el When the split comes and Fuchi Man-Europa joins with
Shiawase. Shiawase employees gef mixed in with people who
rmaay still feel some loyalty to Villiers ar Novatech, It one of the
Mowvarech loyalises s important, Villiers will try everything to: eed
him ar her out of Shlawase's newly acquired company. even as
Shiawase is domng (15 best to keep that same employee happy and
productive in his or her new corporate home

Camemasters should remember that with the number of
comparties changing hands. almost every corporation will have
somenne someplace who owes his (ol o someone whoo now
wirnks foe a rival, This Fact has led the corporations o sef in mation
a serles of rests for employees, to weed out the disloyal. Others
have all bur quaranfined their employees so that they cannot con-
tact anyone on the outside. Gamemasters can use player horas
ters ol extracrions ireal ones and loyalty-test setups) or as courn-

ers in the n‘langcrou& game of corporate espionase

RESEARCH TERRORISM

All of the boards of directors and owners of corparations hdwe
their own pet projects and such funded directly by the part of the
compainy they own, For example. Damien Knight of Ares loves his
Arms, Security and Space divisions but doesn t pay much atten-
tany o the others, Leonard Aurelius remembers Ares past and
matnrains interest in the other divisions, especially the wehicle
division, But Aurelius also has some personal research projoects
that Knight may not know about. These projects, at companies
Buned deep within shell companies, are the impeos behind
which ones Aurelius will iy o buy in order to bring them and
their valuable research to the Cross camp

The Bloadiest ighting. theretore, will occur over these compa-
mies. The research Facilities and information they share with the resl
of the megacorp are vital to s future success; without them, the
rmegacorn may lose any chance of defeating its rvals. Gamemasters
should ser up smaller corporations withour any incdicacion that they
Pelons o a major megacorp and then let the player characters deal
with the ramifications. (Oops. you just hit one of Knight's per pro-
jeces or a Raciity that belongs oo Kichard villiers i

Fhe imporant chings o keep in mind are the goods: the
information, the scientist, the download, the prototype. The corp
war plot line intensities “business as usudal —the corps need o
procect their assets even more stringently and make payback even
more severe, Too many corps are-on the brink of collapse ac every
turn to allow for even one loss. From now on, there is no such

thing as acceptable losses for most of the megas
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Many of the big corps would rather destroy their waork than
see |t get Into rival hands at this peint, Such self-inflicted opera-
tions are palnful, but they do stop the competition from getting a
leg up. Once rare, these sirikes are becoming more and maore
common, 45 the corps realize they would rather chew off their
own legs than give thelr enemies the satisfaction of cherry picking

thelr hard-won research and results,

THE ORPHANS

With the publication of Dunkelzahn's will, it became public
knowledge for the first time that the great dragon held positions
with many companies and Invested In countless athers—all with-
out anyone knowing it {including the owners of the companies in
questiony. As companies get further and further away from the
parent corporation or actual owners, the less they and the public
know about who really owns what, Corporations and  their
investors and owners all have holding companies, shell compa-
nies and investment companies, which in turn have their own
holding companies, shell companies and investment companies
By the time It gets down to the little two-guy software company
in Tallahassee. FHorida, the two guys have no idea that the compo-
ration so heavily Invested In them is Fuchi Asia or Yamatetsu (or
both). Probably only Lofwyr can remember and name all the com-
panies he actually controls

When the breakup happens, some of those links are shat-
tered as well. These orphan companies may see their incomes dry
up {or not) or may fAce new demands (or almaost none) from thelr
new owners. The orphans are the companies that provided
Income for the major corporations, as opposed to providing any-
thing all that cutting-eclge, An arphan might be a restaurant in
Seattle or a chain of stores in Milwaukee, a vineyard in the CFS o
a film studio in LA —anything that can make a corp some money
or sounds like a good Investment. Gamemasters can make up
thedr own links and arphans at any time, Mast such companies will
go on thelr merry way, making their bagels or soycakes or synth-
rubber chew tays, but some will suffer other fates as records are
revealed, business dealings are exposed and data tralls find their
way anto the Shadowland BBS.

For example, the two software guys in Tallahassee may dis-
cover samething like the following data trall when Shiawase
agents come fo their door. One of thelr major Investors s
Confederate Investments of Tallahassee, a division of Caonfederate
Investrment Corporation of Atlanta, A major investor in CIC of
Atlanta, in turn, is a shell company called Mile High Economic
Studies of Denver (CAS sector), a division of the North American
Economic Group, 4 subsidiary of Calablack Investments of
London. Calablack is wholly owned by the Calablack Family Trust,
which Is controlled by the Fuchi Pan-Europa division of what used
o be Fuchl Industrial Electronics, which has just recently merged
through the mardage of irs corparate head with Shiawase
Corparation. Through just as many or more back doors,
Confederate Investment Corporation of Atlanta i3 also parcly
owned by Yamatetsu,

The owners of the orphans will have a4 great varety of reac-
fions o being a part of a big megacomp family, Many will want
out—they have maintained their independence for this long and
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teel no need o be part of a4 megacorporation. The adventure
trarmesvark This Hurts Me More than it Hurts You (see Track 2
Meck and Neck, p. 49 is an excellent example of how badly
some Independent companies will wane out from under the
thumb of 4 megacorporace giant

STORY STRUCTURES

Unlike a rypical Shadowrun adventure, Blood In the
Boardroom follows several different piot lines whose events all
happen simultaneously. To run an adventure of this complexioy
requires extra planning and preparation by the samemaster, but
It also provides more choices for the players and a doher back-
ground for running a series of linked adventures. This sedtion
atters hints and guidelines for gamemasters on ditferent ways 1o
run the plat lines provided in this book

Each plor line is designed as a track that follows the activities
of & particular corporation and its strugeies to survive, along with
some adventure frameworks and ideas that go with each track
The gamemaster can involve his plavers ina single teack, with that
track serving as the primary story and the events from other tracks
serving as peripheral or background material, or he can use cthe
tracks ane at a time (o involve the characters in ditferent sides of
the conflict,

ONE-TRACK MIND

The simplest way to run Blood in the Boardroom is o
choase the teack maost interesting to the player group and run the
adventure ideas presented for thar rrack.
Lamemasters can tie together some of the adventure frameworks
to create a longer adventure or intersperse the adventures in che
track with other shadowruns,

With the player characters following one track, the gamemas
rer can use events and important characeers from the other racks
as background material for events elsewhere in the metroplex
thatr might atfecr the player characters indirectly through their
contacts or triends. or simply create rumors for them to hear on
the srreets. Characters and events from the other tracks can also
serve as useful background material for creating continuing corp
WAr achventures.

framaswarks  oF

JUMPING THE TRACKS

Ambitious gamemasters can connect the different tracks,
allowing the runners o jump rom one o another and become
involved in many facers of the corp war, As an example, the run-
ners might be hired fo rest the loyvalty of a scientist at a new
Movatech facilicy, They discover that he really works for the
Makatomis and Yamanas, former rivals of Novatech's owner
{Richard Villiers), and has been feeding sensitive infermation o
Renraku and Shiawase corporations. Villiers wants the runners to
finel out just how tar the Makatomi/Yamana network extends, and
hires them to go in undercover and see who is involved. This kind
of mix-and-match approach can provide the player characters and
the gamemaster with numerous angles from which to approach
the owverall story,

Following several different tracks gives the gamemaster a
variety of adventures to run, It is best if the adventures start out
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small, with other shadowruns interspersed between them,  As
events progress and the conflict among the different corporate
factions escalates, the unners And themselves getting rmore and
maore otfers of worlk from the corps.

Shadowrunners who try to stay " independent” and offer thedr
services to the highest Dldder may recelve some [ucrative appor
tunities, but they may also buy themselves a great deal of trouble.
Association with one faction usually means another will view
thirm as the enermy (especially (F the runners get into a Rrefight
ancl Kl somes of another cormpes loyalists), The gamemaster must
caretully consider how some of the iImpartant NPCs in the ditfer-
ent corps o factions will react (o the runners shifting loyalties.
Shadorunners too deeply (nvoalved in the corp war whose moti-
vittlons and loyalties are in question might end up as targets of
corporate secunty, ordered to eliminate potentially dangercus
[€3cames CATIDINS.

FREEFORM PLOT LINE

The most challenging, and perhaps most rewarding, way to
rurt the materal presented In this book is o let the players dictate
much of the adventure’s direction and decide what opportunities
thesy will pursue. This freeform style of adventuring places 4 greal
deal ol contral over the game in the hands of the players and
requires a gamemaster who can respond quickly o player ideas
and actions.

In the freeform scenario, the gamemaster slowly leales Infor
mation about the internal corporate struggles (o the players, He
of she can do chis throush any of the means described in the Ric
tton sections that bemin each track ar by any method of the
gamemaster's own creation. The gamemaster then allows the
players to decide how thelr characters want to proceed, and how
far if) they want to take advantage of the corp war. This can be as
simple as shadoawrunners going out o leok for potential runs (and
nuyeni in the wake of the conflict, or as complex as runners delib-
erately jumping into the action leet first In the hopes of affecting
the I'I"II'_‘H;{EL'IH'I{'I-H-'IH‘ r'.IIZZIW'.‘"l SERUCTUre,

The samemaster should read through all of the major players
and events described in this book and then decide how best o
integrate the events Inlo his or her campaign. The gamemaster
will need ta be familiar with the material in this book because the
story line can go off In any number of directions, The players
might choose o deal primarily with events involving Fuchi or
RBenraku angd stay away tom the Yamatetsu plot or they mishi
jump at the chance to enter the Ares struggle and ignore the Fuchi
civil war altogether

The tich 1o making a freeform scenario work is letting evenls
Aow with the players” actions rather than trying o forae the players
to follow o planned path. The samemaster can then weave different
elements from the adventure frameworks and deas given in this
book into the overall story as opportunities present themselves,

For example, the players may like the way Lucien Cross oper
ates and want o help him In his strugale against Damien Knight

ancl Ares, As they beain to open up opporunities by hiting Ares
and getting word to Cross that they are avallable for “miscella-
neous proactive corpordle acquisitions,” they could Aind them-
selves making muns on smaller canps that once belonged to Fuchi

|

but were orphaned by that corp’s Infighting, These runs bring
themn Inta competition with Novatech, Richard Villlers' new baby,
Villiers is trying to keep his young corporation alive, protected and
expanding, partly through acquiring as many former Fuchi hold-
s as he can. The runners might then be contacted by Novatech
o stop Knight from grabbing the omphans, Bur Fuchi's other for-
mer partners. who have gone over to Renraku and Shiawase
respectively, also want those Fuchi orphans, so working for
Movatech means that the runners will face the wrath of Shiawase
and Renraku as well as Ares. Alternatively, the runners mighe
refuse to work for Novatech and instead offer their services (o
Renraku or Shiawase

Keep In mind that just because the players choose a direction,
that doesn't mean that major non-player characters fiom other macks
cedase o manipulate events. [T the players decice that their charac
ters will have the most fun joining the Pacific Mrosperity Group in the
Yamatetsu track (Track 4: Out of the East) rhe Fuchi civil war and
thiee Aresross conflict selll occur: these events merely happen in the
backaround Instead of the foreground,

NOVEL PLOT LINE

In this type of story, the gamemaster structures the charac-
ters’ corp war adventures like the chapters of a Shadowrun novel
Using the timeline of events [see p. 19} as groundwork, the
gamemaster can launch the runners into the story line at the
beginning of the conflict, when the Fuchi factions are running
stealth missions against each other and against Renraku; alterna
tively, that can happen in the backsround during an ongoing cam-
paign. and the player characters can get involved much lace
when the struggle hits the streets,

The difference between A novel structure and the other story
structures described In this section i that a novel campaign has a
clear beginning, middle and end, while other types of campaigns
and adventures are mare open-ended. The nowvel structure [s
especially well-sulted to a speciallzed shart-term campaign that
the gamemaster wants to run to a definice conclusion, it can also
be a self-contained story line within an existing campalgn,

RUNNING OUTSIDE SEATTLE

Though the events in Blood In the Boardroom take place n
multiple places around the world. the gamemaster can feel free o
manipulate the actual locations to fit the campaign being run. As
dlways, Seattle is the default setting for many of the adventures,
but iF your gaming group doesn’t run in Seattle, you can use the
material in this book to bring the events and repercussions of the
corp war Into another city, The only exception is the crash of the
suboarbital transport. That happens in Seattle no matter where the
campaign may be set

Almast any major city in the world will e caught up In fac-
tional corporate fighting: the gamemaster may simply have to tin-
ker with some of the adventure [rameworks it he or she wants to
alter the location of events,

ENDING THE WAR

One of the ways in o which Blood In the Boardroom differs
from most Shadowrun adventures is that it lacks a set ending. The
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Inter-corporate conflict that begins In this book may calm down as
the corps try to regroup and regain their balance; in any war, com
batants can only keep fighting for a limited amount of time before
resources and profits take too much damage to sustain the con-
flict. Howewver, the corp war is far from over. Deep scars and the
lass of profits will forde the corporations to become much more
agaressive. and personal vendettas rather than the bottom line
will continue to be a major source of shadow work, The overt
fighting may end. but the covert fighting has just begun,

Blood In the Boardroom illustrates only the most gencral
events that occur over a two-year period. It is up to the gamemas
ter and the players to define the specifics as they see and play them.

Individual gamemasters may not want to Involve their players
In an ongoing Blood In the Boardroom campaign: instead, they
might want to end the characters’ involvement at a specific point,
which can be easily accomplished. The corporate conflict may die
down at different tmes, allowing the player characters to get out
before things start to heat up again, The gamemaster can then revis-
it the corp war In later adventures or simply use it as a background
element while the player characters pursue other activities.

Lamemasters can also extend the events of this book to pro-
vide additional corp war-themed adveniures for the player char
acters. The shorl adventure ideas provided with each track can
supply many additional adventures to extend such a campaign.

BACKGROUND AND
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The background to the events of the corp war ties together
elements from many different sources, Though this book contains
everything needed to play the adventures here, gamemasters
may find the following sourceboolks useful for additional reference
ar [deas.

Fortfolio of a Dragon: Dunkelzahn's Secrets contains hun-
dreds of plol hooks, adventure Ideas and major players in the
Shadowrun universe, any of which might offer other ways Into
the corp war story. Target: UCAS contains background on Boston
and Detroit; Boston is the hometown of Richard Villiers and
Novatech, while Detroit virtually belongs to Damien Knight and
Ares, These books offer more in-depth studies of some of the
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peaple behind the comp war, as well as local Aavor for setting a
game n the dens of these tigers.

Novels are another excellent source of background informa-
tion on the corp war. The Dragon Heart trilogy (Stranger Souls,
Clockwork Asylum and Beyond the Pale) gives new insights into
Damien Knight and the beginnings of his takeover of Ares
Macrotechnology. Headhunters weaves a story around Fuchi's
loss of its head of security, Miles Lanier, to Renraku, The novel
Technobabel reveals what Lanier does while at Renraku and the
beginnings of Richard Villiers™ plan, as well as covering the first
setback to hit Renraku.

Future products include Target: Smugeler Havens, which
covers Yamatetsu s new home in Viadivostok, and Renraku
Arcology: Shutdown, which explores what is happening to the
Renraku arcology In Seartle, With the corps reshuffled and theds
players reassigned, a new corporate sourcebook—The Corporate
Download—will put all the Iinformation on the new corporate
order in one place, Finally, New Seattle will update Seattle to
2060 and will include all the events that oeccurred in the world of
Shadowrun from 2054 to 2060,

TIMELINE OF EVENTS (2057-2060)

The master tmeline provided below outlines the major
events leading up to and through the corp war. The timeline
serves as a quick-reference guide and a source of Ideas around
which the gamemaster can builld adventures, using the back-
ground matedal, adventure frameworks and adventure ideas In
the different tracks.

The dates are set up as part of the ongoing history of the
shadowrun universe, over a three-year perdod. Gamemasters
must understand that the events below will correspond to the offi-
cial FASA history of the Shadowrun universe. We know that, real-
Istically, individual campalgns may not work on the same sched-
ule that we do, but that is not a problem. If your campaign takes
place before 2057, use some of the ideas In this product to plant
future hooks, adventures and plot lines: contacts who will be part
of the corp war plot line, frends caught in the crossfire. enemles
who will want the player characters dead because they recelved
inside information dealing with uture events and so on.

This product works best for groups that are playing campalgns
concurment with the time frame, because you can play out the events
in order or bounce around, having things take place in the back-
ground or as side adventures in the middle of an ongoing campalgn.
Also, iFyour player characters find themselves knee-deep in the com
war, they have an oppartunity to affect its ourcome,

For open-style campaigns not tied down to our timeline of
events, this product works well as a serles of new adventure con-
cepts, plots and angles in which to take your campaign. The time-
line below also lets you know what is happening where during
your campaign, so that some Insignificant event the player char-
acters hear about from a fixer or on Shadowland can come to the
fore later on.

Finally, the timeline gives players and gamemasters an
instant resource for starting new campaigns or updating older
ones: it allows player groups to jump rdght In at any point without
having to start over at square one.
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CORMORATE WAR TIMELINE

9 August 2057—Dunkelzahn s assassinated on the night of his
inauguration as president of the United Canadian and American
Stares.

15 August 2057 —Miles Lanier leaves Fuchi to join the board of
directors of Renraku Compurer Systems.

£0 August 2057 —Arthur Vogel announces that he has accepted a
pasition as president of Sierra, Inc.

22 August 2057 —Nadja Daviar grants Damien Knight voting con-
trol over Gavilan Ventures' stock in Ares Macrotechnology for a
period of two years.

12 September 2057—Wu Lung-Wal announces dramatic expan-
slon plans for Wuxing, Inc,

22 February 2058—Ares implements "Operation Extermination,”
4 large-scale physical and magical assault on the insect spirits
Infesting the Chicago Containment Zane. The Chicago quarantine
Is officially lIfted.

7 January 2059—Tadarmako Shibanckuji, chairman of Yamatetsu's
board of directors, suffers a debilitating stroke. Control of his stock
shares goes to Yamatetsu CEO Saru lwano.

22 February 2059—Tadamako Shibanokuji dies in 4 Yamartetsu
hospital in Kyoto. Control of his stock reverts to his son, Yuri
Shibanoclkuiji,

5 May 2059—Yamatersu announces the relocation of its corporate
headquarters to Viadivostek, Russia,

16 May 2059—Dosan Aburakoji, one of Mitsuhama's Corporate
Court representatives, commits suicide at his Kyoto home.

G June Z05%—Fuchi brings sult against Renraku in the Corporate
Court, accusing them of using Miles Lanler's inside knowledge to
steal Fuchl trade secrets. Within 24 hours, the charges are
dropped. Lanier leaves Renraku, selling his four million shares of
Renraku stock to the Zurich-Orbital Gemelnschal Bank.

& June 2059—Navroz Chandarla of Renraku is named to the
Corporate Court seat left vacant by Aburakoji’s dearth,

8 july 2059—Tacific Prosperity Group officially forms.

1 July 2050—Flight 1118 from Tokyo crashes Into Seattle's
Redmond Barrens, on the Salish-Shidhe border. Nearly 200 peo-
ple are killed in the plane and on the ground, hundreds more are
Injurecl and fires rage out of contral throughout the diserice fou
more than 24 hours,

19 July 2059—David Hague, one of Fuchi's Corporate Court rep
resentatives, is found dead in Redmond, Seattle,

g

15 August 2050—L teng of Wuxing, Inc
Corporate Court seat left vacant by Hague's death

is mamed o the

2E August 2059—Nadja Daviar regains control of the Ares stock
owned by Gavilan Ventures

28 September Z059—"White Monday.” The Tokyo Stock
Exchange suffers its largest single-day drop in 70 years

0 Ocrober 2059—~Richard Villiers of Fuchi announces the forma-
tion of Novatech. Inc., which continues Villiers” stratesy of acquir
ing large portions of Fuchl. Miles Lanier is appointed Novarech's
director of security,

20 Dcrober 2050 —Lecnard Aurelius sells all of his Ares stack to
Arthur Vogel, Vogel steps down as president of Siema, Inc., and Is
replaced by Gary Grey.

27 Ocrober 2050 —Leonard Aurelius joins the baard of directors
of Cross Applied Technologies.

15 December 2059—Anna Villalobos replaces Domingo Chavez
as Aztechnology’s representative on the Corporate Court,

19 December 2059—The Renraku arcology s closed to visitors for
an indefinite period due o problems with its computer systems.

3 February 2060-—Renraku CEO Inazo Anelki begins an indefinite
leave of absence. Haruhiko Nakada takes over as interim CEO,

19 March 2060—A virus of unknown origin attacks Seattle's
Matrix RTG. People accessing the RTG sutfer memory loss, psy-
chotic episodes or brain death. The attack lasts for nearly ten min-
utes, then ends with no explanation or aftereffects.

20 March 2060—Navroz Chandaria, one of Renraku's Corporate
Court representatives. dies in a terrorst bombing in New Delhi.

5 Aprl 2060—5hikei Makatomi of Fuchi purchases four million
shares of stock in Renraku from the Zurich-Orbital Gemeinschaft
Bank, Renraku begins acquiring large portions of Fuchi,

15 April 2060—Yves Aquillon of Cross Applied Technologies
gains the Corporate Court seat left vacant by Chandara's death.

£ june 2000—Korin Yamana of Fuchl announces his marriage to
Mitsuko Shiawase of Shiawase Envirotech

14 June Z0G0-—Shiawase Corporation purchases all remaining
assets of Fuchi Industrial Electronics. Korln Yamana accepts a posi-

tlen on Shiawase's board of directors

15 June 2060-—Nell Benson replaces Francesco MNapoli as
Renraku's representative on the Corporate Court.

28 |uly 2060—Fuchi Industrial Electronics is officially dissolved,
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TRAGK DIIE: CIVIL WAR

THERE GOES THE NEIGHBORHOOD

o ‘Welcoms to the MegaWatch SIG. your source for all the
ar tha Rig Floght megoaoorps

FiEws official and otherwise
speak freely, bul play nice!

g Tha Morooasrmant

o Wil criummers, s finally afficial. Fuchlis Breaking up.

IR = a1 N ) =

o 777 Where did that corme from?
& Whoteit

0 A lNle deducTive redasoning. fhat's all, Exhioil AL Whatal ald
boy, s the folowing press release, whch emearged from the
Mew Yore alfices al Villers Intemational o tew nours back

WILLIERS INTERMNANOMNAL AND

CANBRIDGE HOLDINGS MERGE A5 NOVATECH

MEW YOk, MY &, 2069—A mojor new Matrix
gevaloprmant ana soffwons design business has been lormed
'clowling The ococgulsiton o Nilhers Intermnational and
Cambirdge Haldings, nocomparated by the newly aestablished
company hovalech, ncorporated. The merger moakes
sovvalach one of the argest computer developrmeant Corpo-
rafions in the GCAS: 1T alko possesses signilicant interests In (he
aerdspace, moglcal research and comporale securily fields
The president of Novatech will be Rchard Villiers, curently
rrasicdant and SEC of Fuchil Armericos anc Williees Infernatione|

WEAS, Derobear

According o Villars, Combrdge Holdings' array o Matrlx-cn
ented companles, comonaed with Villiers Infernationol's
ciiverse ond highly successtul subsidlanas, will moke Novatech
“on economic centerplece tor the eastern seaboard of the
JOAL Y Bosed on the annual cosh fica of Villiers International
ang Combndge Haoldings, Novatech & expected to be tha
second-largast independent corporation in the UCAS, behind
Industry glant Ares Maocrotechnology, Villers added, "After
consolidahng into Novatech, we expeact fo continua growth
By cequstion. This & a wongerful beginning for Novatech ™

Wea're extremely positve abolt the integration of the twa
campanles,” said Llucas Don, mahagling director  of
Coambridge Hoidings "Viliers International adds o wide new
ronge ol possibilibes for ocur shareholders, and makes
Cambridge part of a diverse and expanding whole. We
bBeleve that the resulling coporation will take our business to
a new level of excelence " Don will be assuming the rale of
serpor vice presddent al Movateoh
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Curen! shareholders of Cambridge Holdings wil receive |32
shores. of Novotech stock for each shoe of Camprdge stock
they possess, while Viliers international stock will be comverted fo
Novalech stock an o 1-t0-7 boss, Funging for tne mer>RREAK=
Wl that' s enough of that, The rest of the press relegse 15 the
dsUl bankifng drek, more vopld Quotes, contoct addresses
andd 5o forth

© Beoncounbear

o 'Weil, ges, thanks tor the posling, Beanle, bul B0 Treacacpin
winat? Villets grabs ancther holding compary, adds 4 1o his It
fle corporate empire ond slags g new nome on (F Froms this,
vou figure Fuchi is cracking up® Gimme o break,

o ‘Whatzil

@ Fne. ther—we'll do this the long woy round. We all know
who Richard Williers Is, ight? Apart from being the oresdent of
Villiers Interncational, that s

8 Peancounter

@ Sure, Ha's 1he CED of Fuch:, owns aboul a thid of he comp
and Pas beean fighling off *he other twe maln shareholders
eval since he lost Lanisr to Renrcky
g ASADoCUs

Lot on me. ™

o Cormect Mow, whal can anyoneg el me aboul Cambridae
Holdimgs -

0 Secncounier

@ As the name mplies. I's based oul of Cambridge,
Mossachusetts, nght mzar Viliers own power base in Boston, |f
hiets controling Interests in a wide voarety of software and hard
ware development houses. including PULSEware, Aurcrg
Crasign, Simplex sottwiare, CompuForce down in he CAS anag
probably a bunch of othars

o The Dok Wight

a Ancl?
& Hedncounter

@ Frag. | hate the Socratic method, Okay. let's see what the
oid smartfrome dug up, Lucas Don, CED of CompuFoice,
founded Cambridge Holdings in 2057 Combndpe bought
CompuForce and immediataly started o seres of acgusitions
that has continued fo the presend the most recant acaquis-
Hon wos WoltWare, a peascnoware outfit in Minneapaolis
soiry, Bean, | don'! sse what you're driving of

e The Dok Wight
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@ Wait a minute

. WolfWware? Wasn't that a subsdiary of
Cybanpace Developmant Com,?
@ Tumar

g Let's see ... ven, locks ke WolfWare wos part of CDC and
Cambridge pulled a hostile tokaaver. 5o7
@ The Dark Wight

® S0 CDC is o subsidiary of Fuchl Amerdcas—yilllers” tranch of
Fuchi. He controliad WolfWare in the first place. By taking Gver
Cambridge Holdings. he's getling his own company back ...
axcept now he cwns it, nat Fuchi,

o Turner

o Seams like on owful lot of frouble to go through over one little
settwoire house, They must be working on something pretty tig.
o 'Whatzil

@ | don't think so. I WolfWare was working on sormething that
Important, Viliers could have blocked the fakeover. | think he
delberately @1 Cambridge make the tokeover so he could
gat personal confrol of WolfWare and keep || oul of Fuchi's
mands, Come 1o think of it, Fuchl Amerdcas has baen hit with
int of litte hostile tokeovars recently, hasn't 17

o AAADGCLS

*‘Count onme.”

o Woy chead of you, | just pulled a list of the North Amercan
companies Fuchi Americas has “lost” over the past four months
and looked at who took them over. At leost fwenty-hwo com-
panies belonaing to Fuchi Armefcas wene token over or bought
outright by companies that belong to Camrldge Holdings.

0 Kuroshil

o So Cambridge was golng after Fuchi Amencas and Villiers
shut him down by buying him out. | get if,
o Whatzl

o You'ta st missing one important piece of the puzzle. Lucas
Don had been happlly minding his own business with
CompuFarce tor vears, Why start expanding suddenly in 20577
o Beancounter

o Batcha they got money from Dunkelzahn's will. That's why
evarvbody else went nuts in 205/
e \Whatzit

e Nope No references to Lucas Don, CompuForce of
Combridge Holdings In the Big ['s wll, 1 did find a thirty million
nuyen craed fronsfer in late '57 1o Combridge Holdings from
Silverll Investmants,

o The Dark Wight

o ‘Which belongs to
e Beancounter

(edrurm rall, please)
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o Richard Villiers. Mice work, Bean
e Fostlack

e | still dan't gt it
o Whatzit

e Viliers gave Cambridge Holdings the cred |t neadead to take
avar a bunch of subdivisions from Fuch Amaricas Then Villers
tokes over Cambridge Holdings, and booml All the little corps
that Fuchl used to own, Villiers now owns directly, Hiace Dy
plece, ha's stipping Fuchl Americos and adding the pleces
into his own little corporate emplre

o AAABOCUS

"Count on me.”

o And when Nakatormni and Yamana figure it oul, things Inside
Fuchi are going to get even ugher than they alreody aré. =
shareholders won't put up with that kind of diek, and Villiers
knows it He's getting ready to abandon Fuchl and legva
Yarmana and Nakatormi holding the bag.

o [urmer

o 5c Fuchi really is breaking up. Frag. Beanie, how do you fig
urer this stutt aut?
o Whotzt

o Flementary, my dear Whatzit,
8 Heancounied

WHAT'S GOING DOWN

For more than two decades, Fuchl Industrial Electronics has
walked a thin line between success and self-destruction. Three
powerful families, none of them accustomed to being thwarted,
have run the corporation, and each has expended as much ene
gy opposing the others as fighting rival corporations. The compa-
ny has remained viable largely because the Nakatomil, Villlers and
Yarmana families were evenly matched in power. But when securl
ty chief Miles Lanier abandoned Fuchl o join the board of Renraku,
a crack appeared in Richard Villiers' armaor. and the Nakatomis and
Yamanas leaped (o exploft it. Now the battle for control of Fuchi is
on, and it will ultimately tear the corporation apart

This section describes the history of Fuchl Industrial
Electronics, the events that set the corporation’s civil war in
maotion, and the aftermath of the company’'s destruction.

FUCHI HISTORY

The history of Fuchi Industrial Electronics began in Tokyo in
2011, ARer recovering from the 1989 collapse of Its "bubble
economy,” lapan had enjoyed a decade or so of consistent,
though not spectacular, economic growth. Two of the more suc
cessful corporations in Japan were Yamana Electronics and Dekita
Industries, Yamana, named after founder Korin Yamana, was a con-
glomerate of electronics designers, manufacturers and distributars
that managed to prosper in jJapan’s highly competitive electranics
inclustry. Dekita was one of the last of the so-called horizontal
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keiretsu, groups of unrelated companies with common share-
hofders and consistent business relationships bullt around a single
large Bank. These two, among the bigger fish in the |apanese
pond, looked poised to continue piling up profits for as long as
the market could handle it Then came the Awakening, which
shook Japan as hard as it did the rest of the wordd. With the return
ol magic causing economic uncertainty as well as sacial upheaval,
lapan’s economy started spinning out of control, Half the waorld,
believing that magic would make everyone rich, bet the farm that
the economy would skyrocket, Others, convinced that the
Awalkening would destroy the status quo. began selling shart or
pulling out of the marketl entirely, No one knew what to expect,
and a wave of takeovers swepl through |apan (and the rest of the
world) as everyone tried to get a step ahead of their competitors.

When the Pacific Rim Bank moved to take over Dekita
industries, Dekita needed a “white knight” to keep from being
swallowed whole, Kiyoshi Nakatoml, Dekita’'s CEQ, knew Korin
Yarmana from their school cdays, and the two had maintained a cor-
dial relationship over the years. Yamana was a natural choice to
stave off the Pacific Rim takeover attempt; he readily agreed w
help Makatomi out, buying up 49 percent of Dekita's existing
stock. Macific Rim backed off, and it secemed Dekita was safe.
However, when MNakatoml tried o buy back the stock, Korin
Yamana suggested that the companies should stay together for
their mutual benefit, at least until the economy stabilized.
Makatomi began o wonder il he had gotten a bad bargain: how-
ever, he had little choice but {0 accept Yamana's offer,

Despite the beginnings of friction between Makatoml and
Yamana, their companies seemed o work well logether. Dekita’'s
stable financial core served as a counterbalance to the volatility of
Yamana's electronics business, and Yamana used Dekita's diverse
web of businesses to branch out into new markers. Dekita's soft-
ware division began to grow rapidly; unimpeded by strict anti
trust laws, Dekita developed software for Yamana's forthcoming
computer hardware before competitors even knew the hardware
existed. Despite their growing mutual mistrust, both Nakatomi
and Yamana saw the potential profitability in continuing the
arrangement, and in 2017 the two companies formally merged
Intes Fuchi Industrial Electronics. That year also marked the begin-
ning of Fuchi’s significant international expansion, as the compa-
ry began opening branch offices in the LS. A, Canada., Hawal'i,
Australia and Hong Kong,

In the late 20205, the expanding Fuchi conglomerate began
to experiment with newly developed cyberterminal technolosy
With substantial funding from Chobetsu, the Japanese intelligence
agency, Fuchi developed one of the first privately designed
cyberterminals—a room-sized monstrosity that nonetheless hint-
ed at the encrmous potential behind the technology. When the
Crash of 29 hit and Echo Mirage demonstrated the full power of
the cyberterminal. Fuchi knew that it had to find a way o capital-
ize on this rechnology. Nakatomi and Yamana dedicated all their
resources to cyberterminal research. Some departments focusedd
on finding a way to defend against the new “cyberhackers”™ of
tcho Mirage. developing the first IC programs, but most concen
trated on finding a way to duplicate the abilities of the Echo
Mirage team. As It happened, however, the breakthrough that

would define Fuchi's future came not from the corporation’s

research labs, but from an American corporate raider named
Richard Villiers

Matrix Management

Villiers had bullt a successiul career as a corporate shark,
securing massive bank loans (o buy promising companies,
restructure them and sell them off at a {usually) significant profit,
He made 4 comfortable living, but he always kept his eye open for
the business that would break him into the big time, As he
watched other corporate raiders like Inazo Anekl of Renraku wield
ever greater national and  international  power, Villlers grew
Increasingly discontented with what he saw as the minor scale of
his operations,

He found the opportunity he'd been looking for in his own
hometown, with Matrix Systems of Boston—a small but Innova
tive start-up company founded by Ken Roper and Michael Eld, a
pair of young computer techs just out of the military. In 2033,
Roper and Eld demonstrated their prototype cyberdeck o a small
group of Boston businessmen in hopes of attracting Investors, The
desk-sized prototype was significantly smaller than any previous
models seen by the general public, Numerous glitches and an
unexpected power fallure marred the Initial demonstration, which
led maost potential investors to dismiss Matrix Systems, Villiers,
however, immediately recognlzed the cyberdeck technology's
potential and offered to purchase the company and fully fund its
research, Eld and Roper rejected the offer: they wanted invest-
ment capital, not a buyour. Villlers ultimately accepted thelr terms
and became a 49 percent oowner of Matrix Systems—the most the
founders would allow,

In early 2034, Matrix Systermns produced the Portal, the first
cyberdeck available to those outside the Echo Mirage project.
Though never advertised or sold in any stores, the Portal’s repu-
tatton quickly spread among corporate security heads and com-
puter specialists. Within a month of its release, the Portal had pro-
duced enough sales revenue that Roper and Eld began preparing
to buy Villlers out and take the company public. Villiers, however,
had other plans. About six weeks after the Portal was released,
Eoper was apparently electrocuted in his bath at home: an houwr
later, while rushing to the hospital to see his partner, Eld was killed
in a hit-and-run auto accident. The following morning, employees
found the Martrix Systems mainframe crashed, the diives worth-
less and the backup tapes magnetically erased. All remaining
Mortal decks and components were also missing. No formal accu-
sations were ever made, but it was widely belleved at the time
that the LICAS government had sllenced Eld and Roper to keep
Matriz technology firmly under its own control, The company
went into receivership, and Richard Villiers bought the remnants
of It for pennies on the dollar.

A maonth later, Villlers contacted the world's foremost com-
puter research company—rFuchi Industrial Electronics—with a
business proposition. Somehow, Villlers had acquired copies of
Matrix Systems’ malnframe backup tapes, as well as several intact
Portal cyberdecks. These items were exactly what Fuchi needed to
jump-start its own research and vault the company into the top
tier of multinational corporations. Well aware of the value of the
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Matrix Systems technology, Villlers demanded a high price tor the

assets he represented—one-third ownership of Fuchi, as well as
control over any future Fuchi acquisitions In Morth and South
America, To sweeten the deal, he offered o place his own already
conslderable Amercan holdings under the Fuchi umbretia

korin Yamana. aware of the tremencdous advantage that
would come o the first corporation to release a mass-market
cyberdeck, urged Khyoshl Makatoml to accept Villiers' offer
Makatomi, however, remembered the Dekita buyout all (oo well
and considered Yamana s enthusiasm suspect, Fearing a repeat of
Yamiana s early betraval, Makatomi used his control over a major-
ity of Fuchi stock to veto the deal

Three days later, Kivashi Makatoml was murdered by his lim-
ousine driver, who was in turn killed before he could be brought
to trial. It is stll unclear how much Yamana, Villlers or both had to
do with Makatomi's death. but no charges were ever filed against
either man, When Kivoshi's son, Shikel Makatomd, inherlted his
father's share of Fuchi, Villlers renewed his ariginal offer, Shiloed
accepted, and the leadership of Fuchi became a triumvirate, In
2036, Fuchi released the CDT-1000, the first widely awvailable
commerclal cyberceck, and a megacarporation was born

In 2038, after two years of unguestioned dominance in the
cybernetic market, Fuchi decided to take the next step. Richard
Villlers held a slgnificant percentage of stock In [R] International,
one af the seven mesacorparations that founded and controlled
the Corporate Court, With his insider's knowledge and Fuchi's
financlal resources, Villiers purchased R and incorporated it into

the American branch of the Fuchi corporate empire. vaulting Fuch|
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onto the LCorporate Lourt and greatly expanding the corporation s
influence, Fuchi' s three major shareholders setiled intooan uneasy
balance of power, with Villiers dominating Fuchl Amertcas,
Yamana controlling Fuchi Man-Europa and Makaromi retalning con
troal af Fuchi Asla, The future looked |1r|3|1t with no oudeside com
petitaors apparently able to slow the corporation down. Internal
problems, however, still lurked beneath the surface

Where There's A W

For nearly teenty years, the Villiers, Yamana and MNakatomi
factions of Fuchi remained caretully balanced asainst one another,
each striving fo gain an advantage over the others without dis
rupting the company's overall profits, Despite thelr murtual mis-
trust and sometimes open animosity, the three executives man
aged to keep Fuchi near the ftop of the megacorporate ladder—
until AO57, when Dunkelzahn s last will andd festament dismipted
that careful balance with two unexpected developments, The first
was a @ift of four million shares of Renraku stock to Miles Lanler,
Fuchi's head of security and Villlers' close personal riend; the se
ond was a gift of a hundred thousand shares of Fuchi stock (o
Richard Yilliers. These bequests threw Fuchi inta an wpioat

Dunkelzahn's will proved a mixed blessing for Villlers, The
dragon s ift o him amounted to roughly £ percent of available
Fuchi stock—nort enough o give him cantrol of the corporation,
but enough to solidiy his lead over Yamana and Nakatomi as
Fuchi's primary shareholder and put him in the driver s seat for the
foreseeable future. However, Laniers depariure for the Renraku
board of directors left Fuchl without s top security asset and
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Villiers without his right-hand man. To make matrers worse, short-
Iy afver Lanier joined the Renraku board. Benraku released a series
of IC programs that bore a strking similarity o Fuchi's own cut-
tng-edge prototypes. As 2058 wore on, Renraku released more
and more cutting-edge saltware and interface technology in fields
traclitionally daminated by Fuchi, It seemed clear thar Miles Lanier
had thrown his lot in with Benraku and was leading his new cor-
poration past the security measures he himselt had purt in place at
Fuchi. This apparent acl of reason cost Villlers a significant
amount of prestige, and Yamana and Nakatomi eagerly attacked
his perceived weakness.

For the first time in years, two branches ot the Fuchi mega-
corp worked together toward a common goal—in: this case. the
weakening of Richard Villiers' hold on “their” company. Internal
stock manipulations, management purges and the like plagued
Fuchi throughour 2058 as the rwo |apanese families struggled o
increase their power at Villiers expense; Villiers, In turn, suspect -
edl rhat his days at Fuchi were numbered. He began to conduct
investigations and purges throughout Fuchi Americas. ostensibly
looking for pro-Lanler tactions, but actually more concerned with
removing employees who favored MNakatomi or Yamana,
Meanwhile, Villiers took steps (o establish his own corporate
empire, independent of Fuchl, based in his hometown of Boston,
All the while, increasing pressure from fast-climbing Renraku e pt
Fuchi's leaders fighting a two-tfront war,

More trouble surfaced briefly in early 2059 when Carlos
Consunl of the Liberal Catholic Voters Party apparently won the
Philippines election by a sizable number of votes. Because Fuchi
had provided and volunteered to-maenitor the electiranc voting
apparatus, susplcions ot Faud centered an Fuchl Industrial
Electranics. The dragon Masaru, who had strongly backed oppo
sition candidate Filipa Salenga, alleged that Fuchi's internal prab
lerns had distracted it sufficiently for massive vole fraud to occur
on its watch, Others were less charitable, taking at face value alle-
gations that Fuchl was among Consuni’'s many Secrét corporate
backers. When the impenal governor of the Thilipplnes refused
Masaru's demand for a re-vote, Fuchi Asia executives leared an
outbreak of viclence and began closing down operations with the
potential to be attected by these events. Though the anticipatec
mass riors did not occur, attacks on corporate installatdons by
pirates and other anti-Japanese factions escalated, further weak-
ening Fuchi's ability to weather Renraku's inroads into its markets,

By micl- 2059, Fuchi faced a stark cholce: mount some sort of
defense against Renraku or be overrun. In an apparent stalling rac-
tic, Fuchi called an emergency face-to-lace meeting of the
Corporate Court. For eighteen hours, Zurich-Orbital lay under a
communicarlons Mackout. On Earth, speculations and tensions ran
high as Fuchi and Renraku maneuvered corparate-owned military
units in an elaborare strategic dance, Finally, the Court rendered
its decision; it ordered Miles Lanier fo sell his Renraku stock to the
Zurich-Owbital Gemeinschaht Bank at slightly below market value,
resign from Renraku's board of directors and turn himself over to
Fuchi security, Fuchi. in turn, received orders (o pay Renraku an
wnspecified amount in reparations for Miles Lanier's actions.
Thaugh the events behind this decision were never made public,
the results enabled Fuchi to hold Renraku at bay for a while longer.

The Court’s decision implied, and many Fuchi shareholders came
b believe, that Villlers had run an elaborate scam against Renraku
with Lanler's assistance—a scheme thal could easily have back-
fired on the shareholders. Crehers viewed Villlers as the company's
savior from a Renraku takeover. Pro- and antli-Villiers factions
Began (o form within the company, quickly making the Internal
tensions too strong to overcome

Death of A Megacorp

With Renraku no longer a threat, the three factions within
Fuchi ance more devoted all thelr attention to casting one anoth-
er down. Yamana and Nakatomi began conducting purges of their
holdings in Europe and Asla, attempting o weed out Villiers
influence on thelr divisions, Meanwhile, Villiers' Boston-based
corporation grew by leaps and bounds as he staged “hostile
takeovers” in which shell companies belonging to him acquired
portions of Fuchl Amerncas. Shadow activity within Fuchl shot up,
with certain cities serving as focal points for the corporation's
undeclared civil war, Tokyo, home of Fuchl's corporate headquar-
ters, suddenly saw more covert activity than It had singe the sey-
enteenth century. In Boston, Yamana and Nakatomi began striking
against Villlers wherever they could. not to increase thelr own
power but to weaken their opponent, Seattle became 4 battle-
ground. a strategically important city in which neither side could
clalm a significant edge. San Francisco also saw more than its
share of Intra-Fuchi conflict: though Villlers dominated most of
Fuchi s North American operations, Nakatom| and Yamana intend-
ed to keep San Francisco under control as the Japanese factions
toothold on the continent.

In July of 2059, Flight | | |8—a semiballistic Aight bound from
Tolkyo to Seattle—suffered an unexplained guidance malfunction,
missed Sea-Tac Airport by twenty-five miles and crashed into the
Redmond Barrens near the Sallsh-Shidhe border. In addition to the
153 passengers and crew, the crash killed 51 people on the
ground; the resulting explosion and fires severely injured hun-
dreds more and destroyed acres of property and city infrastruc-
ture. Corporate Court justice David Hague, one of Fuchi's two jus-
tices, was seen boarding the Right in Tokyo, but Hague s body
was not found at the crash site. Inexplicably, it was discovered in
an abandoned Redmond apartment building a week after the
crash. Hague backed the Yamana family: his death left Lynn
Osborne, a Villlers supporter, as Fuchl's only Corporate Court rep-
resentative. The following month, Li Feng of Wuxing, Inc, was
elected to the Court in Hague's place, effectively eliminating any
Yamana or Nakatomi influence over the Court. Naturally, they sus-
pected Villiers of arranging the crash, but insufficient evidence
existed for arrests, elther within Villlers camp or among the
numerous terrorist organizations that claimed respons|bility.

By October of 2059, Villlers had subsumed most of Fuchi
Americas into his personal portfollo, which he incorporated under
the name of Novatech, Villlers then simultaneously announced
MNowvatech's existence and sold off half his Fuchi stock on the open
market, The massive sale caused Fuchl's stock price to plunge,
then skyrocket as Yamana and Makatomi engaged in a bidding
war for enough of it to give one of them a controlling interest In
Fuchl. Cnce the stock reached roughly triple Its original price,
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Villiers sold the remainders, pocketed tens of millions of nuyen in
profit and left Fuchi Industrial Electronics forever. Justice Lynn
Osborne threw her lot in with Novatech, leaving Fuchi with no jus
tices on the Corporate Court. Yamana and MNakatomi immediately
petitioned the Court to have Osborne replaced, cifing a staterment
In the Court's charter that each of its founding megacorps must
have at least one representative on the Court. In a final twist of the
knife for Fuchi's remaining partners, however, Osborne pointed
out that |K| International, not Fuchi. helped tfound the Court—and
that |R] was a wholly owned subsidiary of Movatech, Inc. The Court
agreed with this logic and permitted Osborne o remain as a
voice for Novatech,

The losses devastated Fuchi, Fuchi Americas, flly a third of its
assets, had disappeared virtually overnight, and months of internal
conflict had weakened Fuchis Pan-Europa and Asia. The compora-
thon's two rermaining founders spent massive amounts of cash and
other resources strugaling for sole control of whart was left, effec-
tively costing Fuchl its AAA status along with its presence on the
Corporate Court, Though Fuchi remained an economic force (o be
reckoned with In Asfa and Europe, it had no real hope of regaining
trs status as the second-largest corporation in the world.

By the time the stock frenzy ended, Korin Yamana and Shike
Makatom| each controlled roughly 4% percent of Fuchi's stock. The
remalning 2 percent belonged to Samantha Villiers, Richard
Villiers' ex-wite and now vice president in charge of Nowvatech
MNorthwest. Well aware of the dangers inherent in becoming
Fuchi's tie breaker, Samantha requested a meeting with Yamana
and Makatomi in January of 2060, After an extensive, closed-door
session, Samantha Villiers sold her Fuchi stock to Korin Yamana,
giving him the controlling interest he had sought for four decades,
In return, Yamana agreed to a one-year truce between Fuchi and
Movatech, during which each corporation pledged not to interfere
in each other's business activities. The agreement benefited both
corporations: MNovatech needed time o establish itsell and Fuchi
necded time o rebuild.

Shikel MNakatoml. however, saw things otherwise. His hatred
for Villiers had gradually become the dominant force in his life. He
blamed Richard Villlers for starting the internal conflicts that tore
his tamily's corporation apart, and also for Samantha Villiers' decl-
sion 1o give control of Fuchl to Korin Yamana, the man wha first
tried to steal Fuchl away from the Nakatornis. Yarmana agreed to
leave Villiers alone for a time, but Nakatomi rejected this truce. He
began o make overtures toward Renraku Corporation. whose
long-time rivalny with Villiers' one-third of Fuchi had turned to
active antagonism after the Miles Lanier debacle, In Aprll of 2060,
after numerous thwarted attermpts, Nakatomi finally purchased
the  Zurich-Orbital
Cemeinschaft Bank—rthe same shares that Miles Lanier had sold
the bank a year earlier, Fuchi Asla officially joined the Renraku cor-
porate empire (see Track 2: Neck and Neck, p. 35), Finally, afer
forty years of almost constant effort (and because he was the only
one left), Yamana had succeeded in making Fuchl Pan-Europa the
head of Fuchi Industrial Electronics—and it didn’t matter that he
presided over the remnants of the once-mighty corporation in
whar others might call a hollow victory.

four milllion shares of Benraku stock from
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The new Fuchi, concentrated almost exclusively in Europe
and northern Africa, dropped from a Rrst-tler megacorporaton (o
a third-tier has-been. The ninety-year-old Yamana had no interest
in rebuilding from scratch and could see the wolves circling
around his crippled corporation. Bather than warch Fuchi rall vic
tim to a hastile takeover, he chose to cut his own deal. In a nation
ally televised ceremony, Yamana married Mirsuko Shiawase, the
thirey-year-old head of Shiawase Envirotech s Philippines division.
who also happened to be the cousin of Shiawase' s CEO and the
niece of the chairman of the megacorp s board. Yamana then sold
Fuchi o Shiawase in its entirety, in exchange for a substantial
chunk of Shiawase stock and a seat on the board of directors.
Mitsuko returned to the Philippines, while Yamana moved to the
Shiawase executive arcology in Osaka to begin his new career.

On 28 July 2060, Fuchi Industrial Electronics officially ceased
to exist

THE PLAYERS

This section describes the corporations and the major non-
player characrers who play a part in the Fuchi track of the Bood
in the Boardroom story line, outlining their robes, mativations and
plans. The gamemaster can use these characters in the adventures
provided in this section or as background material for other shad-
owruns invelving the world of the megacoms.

NOVATECH, INCORPMORATED
President/CEO: Richard Villiers
Headquanters: Boston, Massachusetts. LICAS

Business Profile:

Combining the North and South American portions of Fuchi
Industrial Electronics with  Richard Villiers' personal empire,
Movatech reflects the natures of the companies from which it was
formed, s greatest strength, predictably, lies in the felds of
Matrix hardware and software. Many of Fuchi's best and brighrest
programmers and developers made the jump to Novatech, join
Ing those fram the many smaller software developrment tirms rthat
Villlers owned. Villiers also kept control of Fuchi's Orbical Divisicn,
which, combined with Walker Aerodesign ot Boston and other
small companies, makes Novatech a leader In the aerospace field.
Novatech also possesses significant interests in the military/secu-
rity field and a small but growing magical research division.

As a new player among the megacorps, Novatech has yer o
solidiny 1ts relationships with its fellow corporations. Renraku is the
company's biggest rival, for professional and personal reasons,
while Ares Macrotechnology has adopted a walt-and-see artl-
tude. Most of the other AAA corporations see Novatech as [us
another competitor, albeil one with a more interesting history
than most. The company makes no official reference to its histony
with Fuchi, but most people see Novatech's starburst logo as a
play on Fuchi's star emblem.

Richard Villiers

Though he may lack the sheer, visible power of Damien
Enight, Kyle Haefmer or Nadja Daviar, Richard Villiers is undoubt-
edly one of the most respected—and feared—men in the LICAS
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His ability to talk his way into one-third ownership of Fuchi and
exercise greater control over the company than the formidable
Korn Yamana and Shikel Nakatomi demonstrated his talent for
shrewd business practices. But the true extent of his giits did not
become clear until 2059, Within six months, Villiers managed to
send Renraku's stock inte a steep nosedive {see Track 2: Neck
and Neck!, prod Fuchi into self-destruction and turn his own
financial empire Into a top-tier megacorporation. His ability to
manipulate people and events has become legendary: many
knowledgeable observers still believe he engineered Kiyoshi
Nakatomi's death all those years ago. even though no conclusive
proof of his Involvement exists. Though Novatech is one of the
smallest corporations ever to earn AAA status, those who know
Richard Villiers have no doubt that he can hold his awn against the
rest of the top-fier corps

Miles Lanler

Dunkelzahn's will sent Miles Lanier to Renraku as a board
meember, and Fucht's former head of security proved his new cor
porate loyalties many times over by providing Renraku with valu-
able insider information on Fuchi Americas. Renraku leaped abead
of the tech curve while the Fuchi fortunes practically careened
downhill, a situation that finally prompted Fuchi to formally accuse
Renraku of massive corporate espionage, Though the Court pro-
ceedings were never made public, its declsion proved quite cost-
ly for Renraku and profitable for Richard Villlers (see Track 2: Neck
and Neck), and it came as no great surprise when Villiers chose
Mies Lanier as Movatech's director of security. The two men s
long-standing friendship seemed to fracture when Lanier left for
Renraku, but the relatienship appears mended now. Since the
incorporation of Novatech, Lanler has spent most of his time trav-
eling to Mew York, Seattle and other areas where Fuchl sub
sidiaries are being retooled as Novatech divisions. Lanler person
ally oversees many Interviews with senior management aned ruth
lessly purges any executives who show signs of loyalty o the
Yamana or Nakatomi families. He is also helping his hand-picked
security team redesign physical site and Matrix security measures
in order (o close any back doors that Fuchi's other erstwhile own
ers might use against Novarech

Samantha Villlers

Theugh she divorced Richard Villlers more than ren years
ago, Samantha Villiers remains a loyval and valuable part of her ex
hushand's corporate empire, After her successful stint as vice
presicent of Fuchi Systems Design, she was promoted 1o head up
Fuchi Northwest, and now serves as vice president of Novatech
Morthwest, She is extremely wealthy and has an excellent head
fer pusiness: a friend of the family once said that "Sam and Richard
got divorced because they were too smart for each other. IF they'd
stayect together, they'd have killed each other.” MNow in her late
fostles. Samantha is an attractive woman with a razor-sharp wit
and |s consldered one of Seattle’'s most eligible singles. She has
shown no inclination to remarry, however, apparently preferring
to focus all of her attention on her work.

Darmmen Villiers

Fichard Villiers' younger brother Darren ts a lesser-known
member of the Villlers family. At Fuchi, he held the positdon of
senior vice president in charge of Seattle operations, but he spent
little time in his office at Fuchl's Seattle headquarters and was
rarely seen even by his secrefary. A physical adepr with a knack
far stealth and burglary, Darren worked more often as an opera-
tive than as an executive, Richard and Samantha Villlers employed
him as a covert agent for operations that required detaited knowl-
edge of Fuchl's corporate strategy—hknowledge that could not be
rrusted to outside assets, Acting alone or with a team of shad-
owrunners unaware of his identity. Darren specialized in acquiring
blackmall marerial on Seattle politicians and rival executives, Now
serving as MNovatech's Seattle director of special assets, Darren
hires others o do most of the dirty work, though he still occa-
sionally handles particularly sensitive missions himsell. Darmren is a
dwarf, the only known metabuman in Bichard Villiers family. and
a Grade 3 magical initiate.

RENRAKL COMPUTER SYSTEMS
President/CEO: Inazo Ancki
Headquarters: Chiba, |apan

Business Profile:
Lo Track 2: Neckh and Neck for detalls of Renraku s Business
operations and significant personalities.

SHIAWASE CORPORATION
President/ CEO: Tadashi Shiawase
Headquarters: Osaka. Japan

Business Proflle:

Mossibly the largest family-owned business In the world,
Shlawase is a curious mix of ultramodern business practices and
ancient Japanese traditions, The first of the megacorps, Shiawase
paved the way for other large multinational corporations o step
beyvond the reach of national governments. Though less influential
than other megas in the UCAS and the rest of the Western world,
Shiawase commands enormous clout in India, Australla, the
Philippines and many Chinese nation-states. Expers once esl-
mated that Shiawase controlled a staggering 30 percent of all
business in Asia outside of Japan, and the corp managed to
increase this market share while rival coms Fuchi and Eenraku
were busy fighting each other, The rise of the Pacific Prosperity
Group (see Track 4: Out of the East! has reduced Shlawase’s
dominance somewhat as Pacific Rim businesses begin to provide
alternative distribution channels for locally produced goods,
Howewver, the addition of Korin Yamana and his Fuchi holdings to
the Shiawase empire has given Shlawase a significant foothold in
Eurcpe, where it previously held only a nominal presence,

Though as ruthless as any other megacorp In s business
dealings, Shiawase displays a fierce layalty to its employees—and
vice versa. All of the company’s major shareholders are members
of the Shiawase family by blood or marrlage, as are many of the
comp's executives and division managers, Even rank-and-file
employees are regarcled as part of Shlawase's corporate family,
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and employee satisfaction surveys show that most are exirermely
happy with their jobs and the company, The family members at
the core of the corporation, however, are less content: they seem
to spend as much time backstabbing one another as trying to

advance the corporation’s interests,

Sadato Shiawase

Sadates is the chairman of Shiawase's board and the currenl
head of the Shiawase family. He presents a stern but compas
sionate face o the general public, emphasizing Shiawase's fam|
ly-arented policies and deep concern for each emplovee’s well
being. The truth is somewhat less appealing, Sadato is a hard
nosed, uncompromising businessman who wishes he could buy a
controlling interest in the rest of his family, His main enemy s his
sister, Soko Shiawase, with whom he has feuded since at leasi
L0511, Though they present a unified public front, brother and sis
rer Interact with each other primarily through assassination
ALCETTI20S,

Tadashil Shiawase

sadato s son Tadashi acts as the corporation’s president and
CEOQ, though his father continues to wield the real power in the
company. When given the oppartunity, Tadashi usually rejects his
father's bottom-line mentality. but he dares not push too hard lest
his tacher replace him as CEO. Tadashi has the poatential to become
a4 capable executive, but he is unlikely to come into his own until
his father retires (a long shot a1 best) or dies, His one weakness is
his daughrter Hitoml, a reckless teenager who takes great delight
In escaping her bodyguards and getting into trouble. She has

nearly died as a result of her escapades on at least one occasion

Korin Yamana

When Samantha Villlers sold him enough stock to give him
control over Fuchi Industrial Electronics, Yamana achieved the
goal he had sought for more than forty yvears. Unfortunately, his
victory proved to be short-lived. For the first few months after-
ward, Yamana operated more or less on autopilot, first working to
keep Fuchi independent, then trying to arrange the best possible
deal when it became apparent that such independence could not
e sustained. Aler consummating the deal with Shiawase
Yarmana had time to stop and think about what he waned—a Jux-
ury he had not possessed in years, Though corporate intrigue still
halds some appeal for him. Yamana finds himself increasingly
ternpted to relire—perhaps o Zurich-Orbital, perhaps o a quiet
mansion in some secluded spoer. For now, he plans to continue
overseeing Fuchi's integration Inta the Shiawase empire. Not even
Yamana knows what he will do once that task is completed

Mitsuko Shiawase-Yamana

The yvoungest daughter of Soko Shiawase, Mitsuko is the vice
president in charge of Shiawase Envirotech's Philippines division.
Her mather has charged her to stop the assaults by anti-Japanese
rebels and pirates on Shiawase's Philippine installations, and
Mitsuke has the power and intelligence o do it. Dispassionate
and analytical, Mitsuko is fiercely devoted 1o her mother first and
Shiawase second. Anything beyond that, she evaluates in pracl
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cal rather than emotional terms. She recognizes that her marriage
o Korn Yamana was an act of economic expediency and knows
that Yamana feels the same way. Though she respects her hus
band's abilities as an executive, there is no love or even fondness
In their relationship, The two live separately and rarely speak ta
each other

Shigeru Aoyama

Shiawase's president of Seattle operations, Shigeru Aoyama
Is almost Invarially described as "a typical comporate executive.”
Even those who wark for him find it difficult to describe anything
distinctive about him, He runs Shiawase s Seattle activities effi-
clently, but not exceptionally so; his subordinates and peers
respect him. butl not exceedingly so; he hires shadowrunners to
adlvance the corporation’s agenda, but not with any unusual fre-
quency, His personal history contains no trace of crime, scandal,
abuse or Impropriety, and he has no known talent as a magician,
decker, soldier or anything other than a corporarte sarariman.
Maturally, this exceptionally mundane personal history has given
fse 1o rumars that he is a vakuza operative, shapeshifter, free spir-
it, Insect spirit, toxic shaman, disguised dragon or any number of
other esateric beings. No trace of evidence o support any of
these rumors has ever been found,

ADVENTURE FRAMEWORKS

This section presents several adventures in an outline formal
for the garmemaster to develop and use. All of the frameworks
draw upon the background material and major characters
described n this track,

CRASH TEAM
Premise

In early July 2059, the player characters are assigned (o
"detain” David Hague, Fuchi's Corporate Court justice, when he
arrives in Seattle on a late-night flight from Tokyo. They are to inter-
cept Hague and bring him to a safe house in Redmond, where their
Mr Johinson will take aver the operation. Unfortunately, Hague is
aboard the (l-fated Flight 1118, which crashes into the Redmond
Barrens at & speed of more than three hundred kilometers per hour,
The unners dare ordered to rerrieve Hague's boddy from the crash
site, In the process, the runners must contend with airpxort security.
unbelievalile raffic, roads blocked with chunks of mblde and dead
bodies or else complerely obliterated, swarming news metlia, paia
medics, Metroplex Guardsmen. panicked survivors, scattered wild
fires and a highly trained team of operatives who seem (o have
known the crash was coming ... .

Setup

The characters’ fixer says she has a high-profile, high-profit
jab for them that requires careful planning and subtle execution,
but hopefully no gunplay. If the runners accept, she puts them in
touch with Ve, [ehnson, who wants them to abduct David Hague
when he returns home from Tokyo the lollowing weel. The
lohnson offers an attractive sum in exchange for the snatch; he

specifies that the runners must lake Hague before he reaches
Fuchi's Seattle offices and that they must keep him alive. Mr.
lohnsan is working for Richard Villiers, who suspects that Hague
knows too much about Villiers' plans to secede from Fuchi

Legwork Indicates that security inside the airport and at
Fuchi's downtown headquarters |s very tight. The best place for
the kidnapping Is probably on the road between those two loca:
tions. Give the runners tme e come up with a general plan, but
don’t let them get too bogged down In detajls—events will short-
Iy render their plans mootl.

While waiting for Hague's flight to arrive, the runners see alr
port persannel burst into a flurry of activity, Emergency vehicles
pull onta the runways, then abruptly wheel around and tear off
through the airport gates, Alrline employees look horrified at
same unknown news, Security personnel immediately go Inta
high alert, and many begin o cluster around the gate where
Hague's flight is due to arrive. Anyone able to tap into the ai
port's secure comm frequencies will hear references to Flight
| 118 as an “overshot,” Passengers and people waiting for Rights
egin to ask what's going on, but airport personnel aren’t glving
out any answers, Suddenly. the reason for all the tension becomes
clear as Flight 1118 thunders low over—and then past—the air-
pert, plunging toward the eastern horizon at tremendous speed.
Maoments later, a huge fireball lights up the night sky, and sirens
beain o wall all over the city,

Event |

Immediately after the crash, the runpers get a call from an
uneasy Mr. johnson, who Instructs them to go to the crash site and
recover Hague's briefcase (the first priorty] and/or his body. The
runners may be able to squeeze more money out of the Johnson,
who Is anxious to recover Hague and his equipment before any-
one else does. Any runners on the aimport grounds must make
their escape before pedestrian and wvehicle traffic becomes
impassable. and without attracting the attention of alrport securi-
ty personnel (who are watching for anyone who might somehow
be connected with the crash)

Getting to the crash site is a challenge In itself. Every
DocWagon ambulance, Lone Star patrol vehicle and Franklin
Assoclates fire fruck in Seattle is heading toward the same place,
along with every reporter, rubbernecker, Good Samaritan and
ghoul within twenty miles, not to mention the fFamilies and friends
of those an the fight. The Metroplex Guard is being mobilized (o
help secure the site, and Ares, Fed-Boeing and other corporations
are sending help as well, Go-gangs are taking advantage of the
distraction to run wild while Lone Star is occupied elsewhere. In
other words, the runners are facing the worst traffic nightmare
Seattle has seen since the Night of Rage. Ground travel to the
crash site is simply not feasible, though the runners may suffer
through a few unpleasant encounters before they realize this.
Runners without an alternate means of transportation can call on
M, Johnson for help: he will arrange for a Hughes Stallion heli-
copter to pick them up atop a nearby parking deck and take them
to the crash site. Depending on the gamemaster's mood, getting
to the parking garage may be an adventure as well.

o]
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Event 2

Upon arrival at the crash site, the runners must decide how o
deal with the chaos there, The downed semiballistic lies scattered
In four large pleces {and a lew milllon smaller ones) over several
square miles of the Redmaond Barrens, The plane apparently first hit
In James Lake. where the tall section broke off and is now almost
completely submerged. The front third or so of the alrcraft plowed
Inte the side of a hill several miles east of the lake, Between these
locations is a wide swath of blood, shattered bodies, broken glass,
twisted metal and fire. Casualtles, paramedics. police and reparters
are everywhere along Hight | 1 18's path of destruction.

The runners know that Hague had a frst-class ticker, which
means he was probably in the front of the plane. When they arrive
at the hillside where the plane’s nose section came to rest, they
see whal appears to be a DocWagon Crisls Response Team
searching through the wreckage. The runners may notice several
things wrong with this picture, however First of all, the CRT
ambulance has clearly arrived on the scene from the east side.
whereas all the other rescue vehicles are coming from the west,
Second, the paramedics are carrying silenced SMGs; not unusual
for a teamn responding to a high-threar situation, but odd for a dis-
aster of this type. Third, and maost felling, when another
DocWagon crisis team arrives shortly after the runners do, the
armed team responds to the newcomers' greetings with a bar-
rage of gunfire. The "crisis team”™ first on the scene |s actually a
team of covert operatives working tor Renraku. and they are also
looking for David Hague,

Shortly after the gunfire erupts berween the DocWagon vehi-
cles, twao of the Renraku agents emerge from the plane wreckage
carrying Davie Hague's body between them. A briefcase bearing
the Corporate Court logo dangles from Hague's wrist: as the run
ners watch, a third operative steps up and cuts the case away
from the corpse, The team qulckly boards their "ambulance™ and
departs, leaving the player characters with a difficult choice to
make. IF they follow in the hellcopter, they will be fairly obvious o
their quarry, However, the anly other readily available vehicle is
the real DocWagon ambulance, and taking that will make the
treatment of any survivors that much more difficult, The real
DocWagon team is also feeling defensive after being shot at and
will not simply stand by if the runners try to appropriate their
ambulance. Fnally, the sounds of gunfire will almost certainly
attract the attention of nearby Lone Star officers and Metroplex
Cuardsmen. Whatever way the runners choose to follow Hague,
they had better do it quickly,

Event 3

The runners follow the Renraku teamn to an abandoned apart-
ment bullding several miles fraom the crash sice. (If the Renraku
agents are aware that they are being followed, they will contaci
thelr headquarters and set up an ambush or some other equally
unpleasant surprise for the runners.) Once inside, the Renraku
operatives immediately g0 up to a second-Aoor room where two
Cyberware implant technicians awalt them, The techs begin a
careful operation to remove Hague's headware memony—rthey re
net worried about harming Hague's dead body, but they don't
want to damage the cyber equipment, Meanwhile, one of the
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aperatives tres to pry open the locked briefcase while the ofher
lour stand guard, In order to achieve their mission, the munners
must get past the guards and reclaim Hague's body, the brietcase
of both, and then escape to meet Mr. Johnson and hand over the
gonds before Renraku reinforcements arrive

Climax

Upon reaching their Johnson, the runners receive orders o
return Hague s body to the crash site. IF they have dragged the
body with them, they face the herculean task of spiriting it from
the meeting place o the crash site through an urban wasteland of
still-burning wildfires and rubble-choked, people-clogged or non-
existent streets—all without attracting unwanted attention from
law-enforcement authoritles. DocWagon teams, reporters, curios-
Ity seekers and ambulance chasers. Il they didn't bring the body,
they must face all this plus the Renraku strike team that will have
arrtvedd at the sake house in the interim to guard the prize. One
waty of ancther the runners are likely to end up in a massive zun
Battle, either with Henraku agents or with law-enforcement per-
sonnel intent on keeping everyone away from the crash site,

Sequels

It turns out that someone sabotaged Flight 1118's internal
guldance systems, leading the pilots o miscalculate the location
of Sea-Tac Alrport. Renraky plants rumors that Richard Villiers
engineered the crash; the runners may play a role in Villiers'
dttempts to clear his ndame,

If the runners stole the DocWagon ambulance, that company
will try to track them down. In additon to the value of the ambu-
lance and the medical gear and drugs it contained, the ambu-
lance’s absence from the crash site may have cost some victims
their fives (and cost DocWagon some PR). DocWagon also wants
ter find out who was imitating their people at the crash site. and
the runners are rheir best lead, Finally, reporters who came to
cover the crash may have recorded the runners’ actions on trideo,
Depending on the runners’ behaviorn this tvpe of publicity could
be a major reputation booster, a minor inconvenience or urwanl-
ed public exposure,

DocWagon Alternate Campaign

Players who want to play DocWagon characters will be
assigned to retrieve Hague's body. As a dignitary on the Corporate
Court, Hague had money and clout enough to mert the highest
possible level of DocWagon coverage. and the medical corporation
will spare no expense of effort to rescue him, even though the
severity of the crash makes it very unlikely that he survived. (They
have their image to consider, after all.) A DocWagon tearm will face
somewhart less difficulty than runners in getting o the crash site; a
mexl-evac helicopter will be at thelr disposal, and neither Lone Star
nor the Metroplex Guard is interested in hindering medical person-
nel, However, they must still contend with the Renraku operatives
an-site, and have no choice but to follow them when they abscond
with Hague's body. Unless the DocWagon operatives retrieve.
Hague's body as ordered, their jobs are on the line, (For more infor:
mation on running a DocWagon campalgn, see pp. 110-] [3,5
Shadowrun Companion.)

BELOOD IN THE BEOHHROROOIM
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LOOSE LIPS FRY CHIPS
Fremise

A decker friend of the runners, known as HAL, has an unfor
upate run-in with some experdmental psychotroplc black 1€ chat
Fuchl Asia is working on. The IC makes him spill everything he
knows about all sorts of shadow operations to anyone who will lis
ten—including his most recent one, in which he stumbled across
evidence of Fuchi Asla's upcoming moves in that corp’s brewing
civil war, Fuchl Asia wants HAL silenced but prefers to take him
alive so that they can find out exactly how their IC worked before
they kil him. Meanwhile. the other two Fuchi factions want to lay
their hands on HAL in order to find out what he knows, And
everyone HAL has ever worked with wants ta shut him up before
he sells their secrers for the price of a soyleer.

Setup

Une or maore of the runmers bumps Into HAL at a decker
hangout or shadow bar. A freelance decker, HAL has worled with
almost every shadowrunner In town. Mormally a friendly but quiet
sort. he's talking up a storm tonight, At first he chats aboul new
programs he's written, an interesting sculpted system he saw
recently and other such trivia. Then he starts discussing a recent
run he made on a Fuchl host in San Francisco. He describes the run
In all its glorious, illegal detail, Loudly. In a public place, He even
boasts of how much nuyen he managed to skim from Fuchi's
accounts and then starts talking about a few other interesting
things he found In Fuchi's system,. Many of the shadier denlzens
of the club take notice, and more than 4 few excuse themselves to
make some phone calls, The characters should realize that some-
thing Is wrong. IF they ask HAL about it, he says something like, "I
ANt seerm o stop myself, Which reminds me of the time we sab-
otaged that Aztechnology munitions factory back in "56 ... .7

While in that Fuchi system in San Francisco, HAL ran afoul of
some prototype psychotropic black 1€ code-named “Stoolie,™ [t
works in 4 manner similar to truth serum, by removing the vic-
im's Interest in keeping anything secret, Howewver, it is much
more effective than a chemical; the wictim will blithely tell the
truth about any and all subjects. no matter how personally harm-
ful doing so may be for him. In HAL's case, fatal harm is likely;
Fuchi Asia has a vested interest in keeping their plans secret and
willl silence him by any means necessany. The Matrix RED division
would like to examine him first, but making sure he doesn’t spill
the beans is Fuchi Asla's top priority.

Event |

While the runners are trying to decide what o do with HAL, a
group of unitormed security personnel working for Fuchi Asla enters
the club. Half the patrons quickly squeeze themselves into the
shadowws, but HAL stays in his seat and keeps talking. He is clearly
aware of the goon squad s arrival and nervous about what they
might do, but he can | seem o shut up. Unless the runners help him
escapee, the Fuchi guards arrest HAL for violation of their Matrix
assets, They Intend to take him back o a secure facilicy and pick his
brain apart. {Once the lab rats have gotten all the research data they
reed from HAL, then the Fuchi Asia goon squad will kill him.}

The runners should realize that in his present conditlon. HAL
will spill his guts about every shadowrunner he knows, Including

them. Helping him escape from Fuchi is In everyone's best interest.

Event 2

The runners and HAL {or HAL and the Fuchl goons, if the run-
ners don't help HAL)Y have barely hit the street when two more
Fuchi security teams show up. These two are from Fuchl Amercas
and MPan-Europa, and each of them wants HAL allve—and in good
enough condition ta be able to spill his gurs. Luckily for the nin-
ners and their hapless friend, both factions are as interested In
keeping HAL out of the opposition’s hands as they are In dealing
with the runners. When the Fuchl Asia squad exits the club

)
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(assuming the runners slipped out of the bar with HAL), a two-

way fight becomes a three-way free-for-all, In which each gang of
Fuchi goons rries o target the ranners and each other. The runners
should be able to use the chaos to slip away with HAL, though
they may have to trade some gunfire first. OF course, once the
Fuchi teams realize that their prize has gotten away, they will
Break from combat and bead off in pursait

Event 3

Once the runners get HAL to something like safety fal least
far the moment), they need o fgure out what happened to him.
Any reasonably competent decker, streel doc or psychoanalyst
shiould be able to hazard a guess ar the nature of HAL s affliction.
Unfortunately, by this time, word has begun to get around, and
HAL's farmer partners start to come oul of the woodwork (o ask
him questions lke, "How much paydata did you really get on that
Manadyne run?” and "What's the combination far that safe i your
apartment?” HAL will freely admit to dpping off his former part
ners, hacking the credit rating of the street samural who annoyed
him once, sleeping with other runners’ girlfiends and a hundred
other sins likely o get him beaten or killed. Half of HAL's friends
want to take him somewhere quiet and Interrogate him, while the
orther half want to kill him now before he spills any of their secrets.
At some point, whether when heading tor HAL s apartment, leav-
Ing the doctor's office or elsewhere on the streets, the runners
should get involved in a big brawl over who gets HAL.

Climax

HAL wvaguely remembers seeing something about a psy-
chotropic counter-conditioning program while he was in the Fuchi
system and thinks it may solve his problem. He also remembers
enough about the secret plans he saw to realize that he stumbled
on something very, very big—ubig enough to be worth quite a bit
to various other corporate bidders, but also to e his death war-
rant, This particular paydata may be a death warrant for the run-
ners as owell: whether HAL tells them anything  understandalale
about it or not. Fuchi is likely to assume they know everything,
and want them silenced accordingly.

The player characters can easily find the counterprogram in
Fuchi Asia's San Francisco host, but it is boaly-trapped with trace
IC. The program also asks for the current physical location of who-
ever downloads it; if HAL s on the run to recover the counter
program, he will answer the question truthfully, One way or
another, more Fuchi strike teams will move in to grab HAL, IF he's
ina less public place this time, the Fuchi Americas and Man-Europa
teaums will play hardball in order to recover him for "debriefing.”
The Fuchi Asia team will try to kil him outright—and none of the
warring factions has any compunction about killing the runners.

Sequels

IFf HAL or the runners survive, all of the Fuchi factions remain
on their trail—Fuchi Asia still wants them dead, while the other
rwio factions still want to pick their brains, Fuchi Americas, which
developed the original “Stoolie IC" prototypes, will also want to
talk to those who know what happened to HAL.
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With time and a little therapy, HAL will be as good as new
I the medantime, however, the samemaster can use HAL o
resoeal any number of secrets that the runners would rather leave
buricd: forgotten plot threads from previous adventures or inoer-
esting leads to possible future adventures, Once HAL is cured, he
may choose to keep that knowledge o himself for a while
Instead, he may tell various friends and enemies “the truth” in

areler to repay them for past abuses

BLACK OPERATIONS
Premise

Rurmor has (e thar Fuchl 1S the only entity in the waorld (o own
and operate pwo delta cinies—black clinies on the monowine
edge of modern cybertechnology. One of these clinics, allegedly
contralled by the Villless faction, is secretly located insicde the
Mueble Corporate Council. When Fuchi begins o dissobee, Villiers”
contral aver the facility becomes unpredictable, as key personne
resist being purged or replaced. The Yamana faction of Fuchi
wianks o owrest control of the clinic away Troms Villiers and launch-
&% A black operation. Unable (o sk using Fuchi troops and assets
for fear of alerting their rival factions, they resorn o hiring mesce-
naries and shadowrunners for the jolb.

Setup

The runners are contacted by one of the best-connected and
most prestigious fixers in their home city. He arranges a meeling
ina well-guarded, ultra-secure location, impressing upon the mn
ners the need for extracrdinary discretion. At the meet, the fxer
oftfers the runners an exceptional amount of nuyen lor a difficul
penetration job. plus a bonus if the ranners maintain complere
siltence about it Undil the runners accept,. he tells thems only thae i
invalves travel to and action within a Mative American nation, and
that they will receive more than adequate support.

Once they accept the job, the lxer will provide maps and
cletails of the target facility and arrange tor appropriate gear. The
runners’ mission is o hijack a supply helicoprer and masquerace
as the fight crew to get inside the facility. then proceed to the
site s cormmand center and assume control, The fixer carefully
malkes no mention of Fuchi or delta clinics. Incaddition to the need
far stealth, the climc s hideously expensive and every staff mem
Beer and plece of equipment invaluable, and so the ixer will order
the runners to use as little violence as possible. offering another
Bonus scaled o the amount of Bloodshed and destruction they
cause of aveld, Once they have comtrol of the command center,
they will allow a mercenary unit to seize control of the rest of the
Facility with as little bloodshed and collateral damage as possible,
If the operation must be aborted, the runners secondary objective
I5 o extract certain perscnnel from the facility: the fixer gives
them their targets’ pictures and certain identibying information

Event 1

The hixer arranges transportation (o get the runners to Santa Fe,
where they are told to meet a contact ar a private hangar, The con-
tact gives them standard Fuchi uniforms. identification and sidearms.
It the team lacks a ngger a merc rigger named Leonides |joins the
runners here. The helicopter they need to hijack will be lifting off

BLOOD IN THE HOHAHEDROOM
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shortly from a Fuchi hangar on the other side of the alrport. That
hangar is profecied by a team of well-armed Fuchi security guarcs,
plus a half-dozen laborers and pilots. The munners are tald not oo
worry about survelllance, as thelr fixer has amanged for deckers o
take care of it, As long as the runners con't set off too many fire
worls and alert the Pueblo Securty Force, everything should go
smoothly, If it doesn't, the PSF will resort o any mieans necessany to
bring the runners’ helicopter down, from missiles o spits 1o pursuit
craft. Luckiby. the runners employers can ke the clinle from being
alerted until ater the runners #et there

Event 2

The runners are given dany necessary flight plans and codes in
achvance, and the raere wndl 1S 0 contact and eeady to fallosse therm
If the runners checl, thelr helicoprer is loaded with cases. of
expensive medical drugs, surgical gear. unusual ritual sorcery
materals and refrigerated blood and tissue samples. Their desti-
natlon is a compound in the middle at nowhere, featuring a hell-
pad, several bulldings and a4 wicked defense system

It's @aing 1o take talent to dodge out and sneak aver o the
command center. The runners are up against 4 well-designec
e security system, drones, serious magical barmiers, unusual
background counts, hoop-kicking mages and  elite guards
However, the runners have the advantage of surprise, detalled
infarmation on the facility's lavout and security and o fow neces
sary access codes, They may even gel some of the team past all
this with a simple ruse such as pretending to have an important
confidential message for the security officer in charge, In such a
siruatic, only a few of the runners would e taken o the com

fand center, splitting the ream

Event 3

Once the runners seize the control room and give the all
clear, the mercs move in with preclsion frdllary manedyvers, The
renners can help out the mercs by jamiming the guards radios,
using the rigged system against them, sealing off certain areas of
the compound, releasing newro-stun gas n selected rooms and
corridars angd so on

Once alerted, the guards will make every attempt to retake
the command center. IF the runners seal themselves in, the guards
will send spirits in to occupy the anners while they blast or cut
through the door. They will alsc send physical adepts In through
a repalr service tunnel o come up underneath the runners

Ideally, the runners and meres should ke control of the facili-
by, O, Dirmierd Salmian, the head researcher and an initiated hermetic
mage, will be outraged at the fakeover and any damage done. anc
will refuse to cooperate. When a Yamana-backed Fuchi executive
flies In shortly afferwiard, hée orders Zalman arrested and replaces
him with another sclentist loyval o Yamana—D0Dr Quinn Hildebrandt
e runners will And themselves in the unenviable positon of polic-

ing the clinic s staff untl the Yamana exec consolidates control

Climax
After lacking upy Zalman in a defenton cell. the runners are
ardered to wuard him and stay out of the way until they are Hown

out. The runners may notice that some of the clinic s mages and
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the Fuchl exec s guards seem (o be searching the tacility tor some
ane or something, but they refuse o comment it the runners ask
Lalman will try to persuade the runners o aic him, 2ither in retak-
Ing the facility or escaping. He will appeat to their sense of moral -
ity, lie and offer them money, delta-grade cyberware and power-
ful magic. It glven an opportunity, he will use mind conral spells
on the runners.

While Zalman distraces the runners, the cavalry comes e his
ald In the shadowy form of Mr. Monty Livingston, Livingsoon is a
British vampire and part of the Ordo Masimus, an initiatary group
that is teaching the Fuchi mages cybermancy Because the Ordo
Maximus has an agreement with Villiers and not with Yamana,
Livingston will seek to sabotage the Yamana-backed takeowver by
any means necessary, Livingston has already alerted the Villiers
faction to the takeover, and Fuchi troops loval to Villiers are on the
way 1o the clinic to reshilt the balance of powes. Livingston s efforts
will throw the clinic into chaos. during which he will attempt 1o
snealkl past the unners and break falman out. As the conflict
between the manners amd Livingsron escalates, the other Fuchi
troops arrive and engage the mercs, Aware that something Lad |5
going on, Mueblo Security Forces will surround the Fuchl-ownerd
land and blockade Ir, seeking to keep the fighting from spreading,

The nunners will be in deep deel if they dondl evacuasfe. When
they decide to bail, remind them of their back-up orders (o extract
certain personnel. The primany individual target 15, of course.
Lalman, With or without hirm, getting away from the vampire and
the Fuchl troops and through the Puebio troops should be chal-
lenging, but not (mpsossille,

Sequels

IF the runners succeeded in extracting anyone, the Yamana fac-
tion will reward them, |F they extracred Zalman, the Ordo may elim-
inate hirn through ntual maglc (they have his fissue samples) or
through vampinc assassins, Depending on how slowly they move,
the runners may get in the way of this operation. Also, Yamand will
not surrender his goal of gaining control of the debla clinle, or al
least taking charge of the cybermantic dtuals practiced there

If the runners ended upe siding Zalman, they also owill e
rewarded—uwith a swilt death, Lnfortundately, the runners know

tows rrch albowt the Black clinde to bes fruste.

ADVENTURE IDEAS

This section provides additional shor adventare ideas involy
ing Fuchl and other players involved i the corp's affales, The
gamemaster can flesh out these ideas as short of full-Hedeed
adventures using the matenal in this book.

HOSTILE TAKEOVER

At the height of Fuchi's Internal scruggle. many of the corpo-
ration 5 roufine procedures become disrupted by sdabotage,
resource-shitting, takeowvers and shadowruns, Some Fachi installa-
tions begin sufferng for lack of basic human services, such as
foad, clean water and medical supplies. Increasimgly deterorating
conditions Ingite some warkers oo engage inowork stoppages,
srrfkes and in some cases outrght dots, Inoone such situation, the
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Fuchi Agquasphere near Indonesia has declared icself indoependemn
pwhether as a corporabion oras @ free city (s up o e gamermas-
et ] Llnvable to allocale enouah troops 1o guell thee cebsellion, Fuchi
has interdicted the acuasphere.

The runners are contacted by representatives of the adua
sphere’s Warker s Coundil, who want to employ them o smuogale
a shipment of lood, supplies and weapons past the Fuchi block
acle ang nto the facility, The tonners will Bave a harder time gee
tg ct than @etting i, The warkers nieay ask the tunners [or train
ing or helpin resisting o Fuchl imvasion, o may even-employ them
toi shadow -ops o distract and harass the comp. The runners might
alsy be drawn inte the Council’s internal conticts, some of its
members want o aslk another Fuchi faction ¢ megaccrp lor assis-
tance. while the die-hatds want to keep other corps out of it

A GIFT FOR THE BRIDE
Korin Present
fmpress his bride-to- be, Mitsuko Shiawase. Because Mirsuko has

Yamana wards (o o o sultalsle that will
an interest 0 large reptiles and snales, he decdes @ bring her a
_-._1l|l['[' worthy - oF herscagion. Throush a hxer, he employs the runners
o enter che Philippine jungles- and capure a king cobra i ess
than eight meters long

While pursuing sheir prey, the runnpers may flace other dan-
aers, such as pirates, overzealous mpendl ddarmes, rieal hunters
fwakened critters oF even maldria or VITAS, Throoash sood hon-
ing, suides and rumoms. they Close inoona soadlke the size They
Fired  thad frosem Mitsubama’™s

r'I-l"'E‘II'|—l!'III|'_-,' L% [:I.-IF|L.|'nL|'l!lH}1'i.JII'-||H

Perashielcdl branch have alveady capoured 10 Parashield s eeping
the crither in os compound, which is fall of other Aasakencd mon-
sterrs that Parashiebd s breeding. ttaiming, chroming gy and exper-
imenitingg cne Toomeet their [obnson’s deadboe. the sannees will
havee 1o extract thes snalee lramy the corp cormpaoancd e soasa e
icgvut oo cthee casunbny. Thesy may Tace imore trosulle o BMCT-con

e ted] yakuea goons while tying oo get the colra back 1o Japan.

BLSTIN OUT

Asan extratermiiaial encoy, Fuchi maintains (s onsens bnlaernal
le@al system and theretore its own prisons. Mo ane (o lel aoid
live bodies go to waste. Fuchl olten “wolunteers” 1S pavsoners Tor
resedrch projects. exdperimental cyberwoare and sooons The pro-
jects help keep the prson population dowre as well.

A-eroun of shady characiers approaches (e punness sboul a
prson-brealk job. [hey identity themselves as menibers of anangi
megacorporate armed resistance group called Corpbusterns. They
wart thee rumreers to lberace  their Cyerred

Burns, from a Fuchi prison before the prison reverts o ancthe:

leader. o man maned

corprsuch as Mowvatech or gets dissolved . Thesy will posy exiea if the
runners hetp any of Darrel’s comracies escape as well

Axs the runness will dhiscover. Damrel Burns has been implant
ol with amy experimental tactical computer, and mose ol his " cony
reitlers” have [peen imiplanted with simita pieces of exotic head
wetrer, ool surposingly, netther Darreld nor his comrades have evel
Brernn pranl of a groupy calleo Corpbwsters, s realing. the runners
Faawes Daescer Bnreecd Doy Saesclen - Krappr ageots instracted (o acquire the

sl "1.'.]|]'|‘.."..1.‘“| fomr (lel LR AT | FLIT AN,
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ON THE BRINK

SHADOWWATCH: Your eye on the shadows.
Al the latest news bits and bytes from the Shadowland BBS

o Looks ke someathing big s happening up Junich-Crbilal way, A
chummer of ming has a friend of g friena who does 50me
telemetny work {or AresSoace (and no, | can'l refer you 1o him
s con't ask) He tells me that about four hours ago., ha gol
orders to find a launch window for g prewously unschaduled
boost friorm Kenneay Internotional up 1o 20 Not the Kind of thing
thot happers often, you krow? 5o | did g ifle digaing and dis
covered that Poul Sroves, one of Ares' Corparate Court jushoes,
ducked oul of a highlevel strategy session in Defrod and
hopped a prvate (et to New Yorlk—Rennedy Intemational, fo be
precsa That pigued my curosity, 5o | did a lifle more digging. |
founc oul that of the eleven curent justices besides Graves, four
are krcwr to hove Broken off other engagements and flown ho
Wew York, two wera already aboord 2-C and no one seems o
know where the other five are. It's hardly conclusive evidence,
But ' wiling to bet that the justices are gatting rogether Tor one
of those rare lace-to-foce powwows they s creatively refer to
g conclaves, And the bigwigs hawe decided not 1o st the
Reaw-cuty 1C thal prolects the stabon’'s commuriealion [Inks
with Eartn—and Ihal means there s something very necivy going
n ot the Courd, Boys and girls.

@ Black-Fyed Susan

e You might want to un a diagnostic on your math sFLU there,
cuze, There arg thiteen justices on the CoeCo, not welve, Not
theat | doubt your conclusions, bul | just wanted to let you know
o Link

a First off, don't call me “Suze,” you patronizing slot, Second, if
wou could reod os well as you con odd, you a know That
Aburakoji, one al the Mitsuhama justices, committed sulclde
st month and the Court hosn'l chosen a replacemeant yal
Check your facts bedore you check my math, drakhead

@ Block-Eyed Susan

e Aburakal didn't kill himsell, the yakuza did it for Rim. He was
gesfting ready fo ral ou! the MCT oyabuns to the Japanase
governmant, so they offed him to keep bim guiet

o Long Sunman

o For the -nope-to-Ghost last ime, there are no MCT oyabuns
g [urnar

a And I there were, the last thing they d be womed abour |5
somebody tipping off the governmeant, The yaks fraggin’ own
the Japanese government

o Nl

BLOOD IN THE BOARDROOM



e Weil, it's official 7-O hos entered a communications black

out with Earth, Whatever they're talking abaout up there, they
don't want to fake any chances that someone will averheor

@ Fastlock

@ Wall, that doesn't leave us much to talk about, now does |+7
Wake me up when we know something

o>MBED: SleepyFrame<<

0 Pikar

o I
0 SeepyFrome v3, 3—orought to you By PikerWara!

@ Okoy, Pker. let's see if this gets your frame’s atteantion. The
folks in the MegaWalch SiG nove been tracking a lot of move-
ment among Fuchl ond Renraku secuilty and military assats
the fifteen or 50 hours since Block-Eyed Susan bioke the e
aboul the Comporate Courl convening on Z-0. Whatever the
Court 8 up to, it probably has 1o do with the treubie that's
Deen brewing ever since Miles Lanier balled out of Fuchi card
joned Rervaky mere days after Dunkelzahn's death. it's taken
"wO years, but it looks ke matters are finally coming 1o o head,
@ Kaplain Krude

SYSTEM BROADCAST MESSAGE TO
ALL SHADOWLAND NODES FOLLOWS:
e Hey, chummers, things are happening with some of the AAA
megocoips that do not bode weall for us in the shoadows. Whike
Menraku and Fuch have been giving us all o lat of Business late
. It now looks ke they're going to move the action inta the
g recim. Like Block-Eved Susan reported, the justices of fhe
Corporate Court, ol of them, look the boost up o the Junich
Crbital for some closed-doo meahng. Now Fuchl and Renrakuy
seam o be arming quietly for a war behind the scenes. MOWVINgg
assets and personnel around like pieces on a chessboord. | have
the sinking feeling that a ot of what's about to go down hangs
on what decision the Corparate Court hands down, and aither
way it could come down 1o a corp war If vou have any infor
maton, please post it, We need fo keep aach other informed
pecause an cut-and-out corporate war could mean big sk
ness in the shodows ., or a fight that nobody wins
® Captoin Choos

Transmittea: & June 2059 at 15:44:19 (EST)

HRYSTEM BROADCAST MESSAGE ENDS::

® Well, hat certainly woke me up, | didn't have a frame mon-
taring the MegaWatch SIG, Kaptain K: what have | missed?
@ Pliar

e Well, Z-O has "de-cloaked” a few times. and there have
Beaan a lol of heavily encrypted communlcations going back
and fornh between the sotellite and the various megaconpo
rate HQs. The troop movements are stl pretty subtle. but it's
clear that both Fuchl and Rerraku are gearlng up for a figh
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and thal the other megas ara POSMONNG thelr own assals 1o
aither help one or the other, or stay the frag cut of the way
® Kaplaln Krude

® Um, Cop. everyone. | think something's going an all rigey
Ihere's something screwy happaning with Renaku. There's a
flumy of aclivity in RervakuNet: e-mals foxes and Mmessoges
@oing oul by the nanosecond. Far as | know, fhere's siill no wiord
frormtne Corporate Court, so this could be Rerraku Prenarng for
O first strike of some kind. Fuchl hosn 't reoc e val, but this s sh
@oing down os | speak. They may not have had time yvel Thirgs
could be about to go. Anyoody out there got any Renrokuy o
Fuchi stock? You might wan! |o conslder yvour apficns

@ The Chromed Accountant

“It's all about doliars ona sense”

e 5o that's what that was | wes doing a litte legworlk in ¢
Renraku host here in Des Moines about twenty mirutes age
when a slew of high-priority packets come ving in from
Chiba, Within twa minutes everything storfed going crazy
somelhing was deleling colabases rom the system eff ond
aht; some of them were gett ng archived bul some of them
weran'f, and it sure as drek looked like sorme of them W
deleting themsalves Messopes were just flooding out of the
system 1o who-knows-whare | put a racer on one of the ora
nal prionty messages, and it reported that the angingl packeats
ako hod been deleted, | thouaht | had fggered some of
Renmaku's lancy new SmariC . so | splt whie tha QEeing wos
good. but now it just locks ke | wos caught in the middie of
sormething Bigger It you ask me. 1t didr't look like thay wearma
gethng ready for a war it looked like they were rying to bury
some agla so deep nobody could find I

© Howkeyn

© Hey. | was in the middie of that too, and # SoUNas ke | mor
aged ta hang on a ifle longer than you did, Howk ot budcly |
fraced one of those priorty packets and actually snagged I
ong enough fo download a copy. The Info | Interceptad came
from a Rervaku subsiciary in Boston mough, not from Chiba o
all | ran all the: usual diognastics on the thing. and discovered
that it wasn't an infermational message af all—il wos o dekele
order with some reclly specific parametens. Weird, hun?

o Bouncing Boy

® Uh-huh, And your proof of ol this is whare ! Even If you
redclly monaged to do whot you claim wou shouldn™ ba
allowed on the net untl you grow up enaugh 1o be able o
drow intelligent conclusions from the information
o Father Time

you garher

e Well, duh! My whole deck got frashed by thal fraggin
delete code. | was lucky 10 escape with my brain, OFf coume |
don't have any evidence, but | swear It's true My word shoulkd
be good enough for anyone

© Bouncing Boy
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o Sigh The level of naivetd gets higher on this booard every
doy. Con't you da somathing apoyt that, Cap'n®
o Father firme

o f youl're fight, Horwkeye then Reoraku might not Just be
prepanng to fight off Fuchi It they re coverning something up
now ten 1@ one it's somathing. they don't want the Coporncte
Caut ter know about, Which means that if the Court doss find
out apcut it they e golng to smock Renraku prelty harg arcunc
ine nead and shoulders. And [T this kind of thing |s gaing on ol
aver Renrckulet, then 1 must be one monster blg projec
triey re tiylng to hide ik maybe how they ve beaan s lar
ahead of the fechnoiogy curve for a year and a halt Whiatevear
tie It ook ke thoy e temfied at the idea of it coming o ligh
And there aren' | many things that con terity G AAA megacon.
o Fastlack

o Are vou saying what | hink you' e saying? You think there's
galng 1o e a Court mandate againsf Renraku?
e The Dok wWignt

¢ | don'l know, But if the Corporate Court really is prepared 10
give cnother cop permissicn o discipling o AAA corp, Ghosl
Felo us all

0 Fastlack

WHAT'S GOING DOWN

In the past two years, Renraku has repeatedly surprised the
megacorporate world by releasing a series of advances in Matriz
hardware and sofoware that has rocked its competitors and
secured Renraku an ever-increasing market share. The corpora-
ligi's success in this one area has allowed Renraku to dramatical
ly expand its other businesses, rapldly pushing the company ever
higher an the list of AAA megacarporations, Having alreacly sur
passed long-time rival Mitsuhama in annual gross profits,
Renraku's latest line of computer hardware is now making a serl
aus dent in the market share of previously dominant Fuchi.

Fuchi has more than one reason to resend Renraku, however,
One of the bequests in Dunkelzahn's will put Miles Lanier, Fuchi's
head of internal security, on Renraku's board of directors (See
Track 1: Civil War, p. 20, for complete information on the Fuchi
upheaval | Lanler's acrimonious departure from Fuchi left the lat-
ter company scrambling to revise the security measures that
Lanier himself had put inte place and prompied Renraku to won-
der if Lanier's presence on their board would be a gold mine or 4
land mine, When Renraku began releasing breakthrough hard-
ware designs that bore a strong resemblance o Fuchl prototypes
shortly after Lanier's arrival, it seemed clear that the former Fuchi
lovalist had thrown his ot in with Renraku. Fuchi's subsequent
accusations of high-level espionage quickly brought the corpara-
Hans decades-old rivalry roaring back to life, Now, tensions on
the Corporate Court—and in the shadows of every malor urban
sprawl—run high as the two megacorps edge ever closer to all-
UL COTRORLTE War

This section describes the history of Renraku Computer
systems and Its recent, meteoric rise and precipitous fall.. This
description includes the detalls of the company s extended shad-
ow conflict with Fuchl and the events that will shape Renraku's
destiny in the 20060s.

RENRAKU HISTORY

Renraky Computer Systems officially came into existence in
7029, but the company's history properly begins some thirty
vears before, The core businesses of what Is now Renraku were
then part of a corporation named Keruba International, Founded in
Slovenia al the turn of the century, Keruba began as a consortium
of military manufacturers and was the first company o develop 4
commercially viable vectored-thrust vehicle, With nearby conflices
in the Middle East. continuing unrest in Bosnia-Herzegovina and
the Russo-Polish “"Border Wars” ensuring a large market for
Keruba's products, the company began diversifying, primarlly into
other forms of heavy industry, global telecommunications and
security-oriented computer hardware and software. The comput-
er branches of the business inittally contributed o the bottom line
only as a sideline, but the Keruba techniclans research would
bring rich rewards a few decades later

By 2010, Keruba had followed the leads of Shiawase and the
rest of the “Big Seven” by becoming a significant extraterritorial
power in its own right. And, setting a precedent for expanding
corporations that continues to the present day, It began celebrat-
ing its newfound power by picking fights with lts rivals. BMW had
followed Keruba's lead into the design and manufacture of mili-
tary LAVs, and by virtue of its longer history and reputation for
quality, quickly began cutting significantly into Keruba's sales.
Keruba responded to this competition (n 2011 with a military
operation against one of BMW's main research divisions, and an
escalating serles of retallatory strikes cost both sides dozens of
lives and (more importantly, in the companies’ view) billions of
petrodollars before the conflict petered out, This costly exchange
formel the primary impetus for founding the Inter-Corporate
Council, the precursor of taday's Corporate Court,

Two vears later, Keruba had the dublous honor of being
involved in the first major skirmish brought before the ICC to
resolve, a protracted conflict between Keruba and ORO (the cor-
poration that would evolve Into Aztechnology). The motlves
behind this struggle are less clear, but the conflict inflicted heavy
costs on both sides, and Keruba found itself severely weakened
both militarily and financially. Other corps took this situation as a
sign that Keruba was a ripe candidate for a takeover bid, and sev-
eral first- and second-tier corps artempted to Incorporate Keruba
into their holdings. The leading contenders were such formidable
corporate empires as Ares Macrotechnology, BMW {now Saeder-
Krupp! and Mitsuhama, but the stubborn resistance {and enor-
mous personal fortune) of CEO Kerpan Ubavie allowed Keruba to
maintain its independence. The Crash of "29 dealt a massive blow
to all the corparations, but Keruba found itself in worse shape than
most. Compounding the problems of the company, Ubavie was
killed in a midair jet collision over Dulles International, one of
many such collisions attributed to the Crash virus's penetration of
the United Stares’ air-traffic control system. Ubavie had main-
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fained such tight personal control over virtually eveny aspect af the
contpany that his death left Keruba leaderless and without directon
at the most critical juncture in the company s Ristony

Enter Inazo Aneki. a fiery young corporate raider from Chiba
with an eve for opportunity and a -~ can © miss  reputation. Ak
had been looking for a npe military investment since the Crash
recognizing that global conflict was likely to follow such massive
economic upheaval, When he learned of keruba s woakenesod con
ditian, he acted immedliately |1.1u:ilj-,' o rmiiing A Corporation [ye
named Renraky Holdings for the express purpose of 1aking over
Keruba. Using his history of extraordinarily profitable takeovers as
collateral, Anekl secured a massive loann lrom Global Flnancial
Soervices, enlisted the aid of several fellow corporate mavericks
and bought Keruba from the panicked shareholders

Aneki inttially planned o sell off Keruba, in pleces or as a
whole, as soon as the global marker recovered ro the point where
the company wauld be proficable again. However, withour Ubawvie
at the helm, the corporation had quickly degenerated into a col
lection of individual divisions with no unifang direction, andd
Aneld found |t necessary to use a more hands-on strategy in order
to keep the company from completely ragmenting into a senes
of unrelated and unprofitable entides. In the years following the
Crash, he discovered that he enjoved guiding a single company to
success and declded o stay on as Renraku s chalrman racher chan
sell it off o engage in another round of corporate ralding
Relocating the corporate headquarters to Chiba, lapan. Anekl and
his fellow shareholders besan transtorming Keruba, a dispoinred
collection of companies held together only by Ubavie s personal
magnetism, inte Benraku, a modern Japanese-style kelretsu thal
would endure beyond the leadership of any one man, Aneki's
dbilicy to lead, however, did not yet measure up to his cdesire

Burning the Candle at Both Ends

In the 2030s, the srowth of the Matrix gave Impetus o
Renraku's computer divisions, In the first decade ot the new mil
lennium, Keruba system engineers had discovered land patented)
a series of sophisticated high-speed data storage and  retrieval
systemns, fractal-based data compression algorithms and othe
theoretical programming breakthroughs, Because Keruba's spe
clalized systems were largely incompatible with the computers
used by the rest of the world, they never produced any significant
sales or income lor the company. After the Crash of 29 leveled
the playing field of the world's computer systems, however, com
panies rediscovered the efficiency ol Keruba s algorthms and
began o apply them to the newly christened Matnix. Keruba's—
now Renraku s—storage systems became the new standard, and
llcensing fees began o pour into Renraku s coffers.

The Euro-Wars also proved to be a major source of income
tor Renraku because the corporation still generated most of its
income from the military companies that bad formed Beruba's
core. The division heads from each of these subsidianes guided
Aneki in what to sell and to whom. Their advice enabled the com-
pany to make Impressive probts, but as the decade wore on, it
became increasingly apparent that these “expert advisers” were lin-
ing their own pockets at Kenraku s expense, Anekl, satisfied with
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the heady rush of controlling a rop-tier megacorporation, cither
wnored Bils employees’ skimming or didn't realize that he was los
ing whal littte contral he held over his company, Instead, he spent
most of his ime socializing with the corporate executives and
heads of state whom he considered his peers and buying any smuall-
er company that ook his fancy, resardless of its proditabiliog

By 2038, the name Renoaku was synonymous with comporare
comuption. Employees at every level were taking bribes and kick-
backs, selling mfarmation ta rival corporations and generally seijz-
Ing every apporiunity to siphon off Renraku’s dwindling protfils for
themselves, Payments on the massive loan used o purchase
Keruba began to represent more and more of a drain on the com-
pany's resources, and Renraku had o refinance the loan several
Hmes 1o keep he payments manageable. The corp was able to
refinance because Renraku owned part ol Global Financial
Services, now the Lurich-Orbital Gemeinschaft Bank, but using
that resource allowed the ather AAA comps that made up £-0'%
sharehaolders to become aware of Renraku's desperation.

Renraku’s main shareholders were well aware that the corpo-
ration was going down the tubes, and they eightly Blamed Aneki' s
Inelective leadership as the major cause, The young corponate
pirate known for wheeling and dealing with the best of them had
become the fat, happy. blinkered corporate CEO that he had
mecked—and outwitted—so many Himes early in his caueer
Convinced that the frst step toward rebullding Renraku was to
replace Aneki as CEOQ, a o of Renraku’s major shareholders qui-
etly began to mancuver stock nan attempe to take control of the
broard.

The coup attempt gave Anekl a much-needed wake-up call
He ook a hard ook at the corporation he had created and was
shocked 1o see how tar the shiuation had deteriorated. I was obyi-
ous that major changes needed o fake place In order to restore
the shareholders’ faith in the corporation, but Aneki wasn't ready
yer to jesign fof the good of Renaku, The old Inazo Aneki
reemersed, and he applied the same fechnicues that he used bo
buy corporations o take firmer control of his own. When the dust
sertled at the next Renraku board meeting. Anekl was still Brmly
entrenched as CEO, and the three investors who had tried 1o bring
him down were themselves ousted rom the board of direcrors,

Immediately atter pulling off this “reverse coup.” Aneki inili-
ated a slow, methodical purge of Renraku’'s management, from
the topr executives dowa, The maost carrupt and incompetent offi-
clals were fred: others were Blven the optlon 1o change their
ways of hit the streets. Renraku issued a4 massive amount of stock
in an attempt 0 revive the company s flagging tortunes, While
never staling i in so many words, Ancki subtly fostered the ldea
that the three ousted direciors were responsible for much of the
company s corruption and mismanagement, and that he had final-
Iy mranaged to remove them, freeing himsell to clean up “his” coe-
paration. The sharcholders bought the story; more imponantly,
they also bought the stock,. His controlling interest in the compo-
ration diluted by the massive influx of new sharcholders, Aneki
stepped down as chatrman, choosing instead (o devote his full
attention to the day-to-day operation of the comporation. Yukiako
Watanabe, a long-time board member who had been integral in
Aneki s boardroom maneuverings, ook over the chairman's sear.

The managerial purge hit Renraku's military subsidiaries the
hardest, and those divisions fliercely resented Anekl, Unwilling to
continually deal with dissatisfied and possibly treacherous
employees and subcompanies, Aneki simply chose (o sell off the
mast roublesome divisions to other corporations and (o concen-
trate instead on the computer hardware, software and services
that had kept the company solvent in s troubled times, He
emphasized corporate loyalty and a “family™ image for the com’s
employees and began to turn his earlier excesses (such as (he
over-couipped, undertrained Red Samurmaly into etlective parts of
the Renraku empire,

By 2045. Renraku had been transformed from a comupt.
erratically bullt house of cards to a stable {if somewhat pre-
tHictable) corporate empire, By selling off the subsidlares that
detracted from Renraku's core businesses, Ancki had produced a
smialler but more efficient megacorporation. It falled to dominate
I any feld, but was compettve in virtually all of them, An older
and wiser Anekl then began to move Renraku along a cautious,
sensible road into the future.

A Stroke of Genlus

In mid-2057, a series of events ook place that would shake
Renraku and the megacorporate world to its foundations. Renraku
and the other AAA megacorporations siimultaneously recelved
outrageous blackmall demands from an unknown decker of
uncanny and unstoppable ability. one with the power to slip into
the companies’ most secure systems and shur them down with-
out ever alerting a single system or decker, Each of the megacorps
suspecled the others of perpetrating this damaging infiltration,
but it was a Renraku agent who finally discovered the true source
of the threat—the erratic but undeniably brilllant elf who called
himsell Leonardo. Leonardo launched his blackmall attempts inan
cffort to secure the staggering amount of money he needed to
complete his mysterious “Great Work.” When confronted by the
Renraku decker, Leonardo changed his tactic, offering the mega-
corp rechnological breakthroughs in exchange for the funding he
desired. Staggered by the implications of Leonardo s technologi-
cal ability and determined o keep that ability working for Renraku
alone. Ancki agreed to cut o deal. To this day, the ather AAA
megacormporations know nothing of Leanardo or his bargain with
Renraku: they know only that they remain forever vulnerable to
someons who possesses the abllity to reach Into thelr maost secure
Matrix systems and escape unscathed

Leonardo’s workshop provided Renraku with technological
advancements far beyond anything that Renraku or its competitons
could have expecied to prodduce inoas much as o decade, Many
aspects of his work were (oo advanced lor even Renraku's best
technicians to understand, but the elements they managed to
grasp were enough to kick Renraku's computer division inta high
gear. Within a year. Renraku surpassed Mitsubama as a producer
of cutting-edge Matrix software, releasing a dynamic new series
of IC programs that set the Matrix on its ear, New cyberdecks and
ather hardware designs soon began cutting into Fuchi's traditlon-
al dominance of those markets. pushing Renraku ever higher In
the megacorporate hierarchy,

X
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Perhaps more important to Renraku than the booming prod
uct sales were the abilities Renraku's own personnel gained,
Renraku deckers, armed with Leonarda's far-superior eyberdecks
and futuristic urtilities. now enfoyed a substantial edee over their
corporate rivals—not substantial enough (o duplicate Leonardo's
own unprecedented penecration of the Big Light's megacorporage
systems, but sutficient to greatly Improve Renraku's ability to seeal
reésearch from its compertitors’ systems, Renraku's own Matrix
hosts were equipped with encugh bleeding-edge 1€ to make
therm virtually impregnable, The adaptve IC fed long-standing
rumiors that Renraku had created s own Al the truth actually was
maore extraordinary, bur Benraku was happy (o et the restc of the
warld belleve whar it wanted as long as il kept buying,

Miles to Go

Even betare the company realized full benefits aof
Leanardo s technology, Renraku recebved another potential wind-
fall. Fate—and the death of a certaln great western dragon—
placed Miles Lanler, head of internal security for Fuchi Industrial
Electronics. on the Renraku board of direcrors,

A former sniper for the UCAS Army, Lanier brought the skills
fram that role into the corporate world, making it his specialey to
remove problems quickly and efficiently, As he moved up Fuchi's
corporate ranks, he enforced his will far more often with his mind
than with his strength, bur his native Inrelligence and attention to
detaill made the transiton from physical action 1o behind-the-
sOenes manipulation a smooth one. He earned his position as the
head of Fuchi Internal Securicy by belng better ar his job than any-
ane else, and he |s credited with making Fuchi's sites some of the
most secure in the world, both physically and electronically.

Lanier and Fuchi CECQ Richard Villiers became close friencds,
and Villiers openly and often acknowledged Lanier as an integral
part of Fuchi s success, Dunkelzahn's bequest had a dramatic
effect on that well-established relationship. For reasons known
only to the late president, Dunkelzahn left Lanker all of his Renraku
stock and the corresponding sear on the Renraku board of direc-
tors, Obviously, Lanier couldn't serve both megacorps, and he
madte his decision quickly, Lanier began packing up his office at
Fuchi the day that Dunkelzahn s will was read. apparently willing
te forsake his long-term prospects with Fuchl in favor of the easi-
or life of a comporate board member: Lanier and Villlers engaged in
a fierce—and very public—argument over Lanier's decision, and
both men rencunced thelr lendship as a result. Lanier left Fuchi
without looking back, and Fuchl immediately began fortifving its
seCunty measures against the man who had designed them,

Fenraku, in turn, faced a critical question. Was Lanier a Fuchi
plant, ar was it possible that he could genulnely change his loyal-
ty? Renraku ordered invasive background checks and round-the-
clock survelllance meant to discover any tles Lanier might have
madaintained to Fuchi, but all information gathered incicated that
Lanier indeed had thoroughly burned his bridges. In fact, Lanier's
first advice to his new corporarion gave Renraku the inskde frack
to acquiring several Fuchi subsidiaries, and he provided back
doors and other inside fips that gave Renraku's already-formida-
ble deckers even more of an edge over Fuchi. Fuchi responded by
launching several assassination attempts against Lanler. nearly
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succeeding on more than one occasion. After working with Lanies
fof nearky two years, the Renraku board finally besan ta believe
that he couldd be freated as an asset rather than a potential spy

By the end of 2058, Renraku began to close on Fuchi's posi
ten as the second-largest megacorporation in the world, The
other AAA megacorps took notice of this unprecedented and
rapid growth, but none was more concerned about the Implica
tions of this growth than Fuchi. Shadow conflices between Fuchi
angl Renraku Increased exponentially. making numerous shad-
owrunners fich and many others dead. While Fuchi fielded better
black ops personnel and more diverse shadow resources in these
skirmishes, Renraku enjoyved several significant advantages—
Leonardo’s technology, Lanier's inside Information and Fuchi's
internal dissension. It soon became clear thar Fuchl was fighting a
losing battle against Renraku, and the rapid hemorrhage o
resources senved to exacerbate Fuchi's Internal power strugegle
(see Track 1: Civil War!, '

5000 recognizing the tutilicy of fighting a shadow war. Fuchi
decided to pursue a different method of bringing Lanier and
Renralu to heel. In June 2059, Fuchi called an emergency meet-
ing ot the Corporate Court on Zurich-Orbital, with all justices
required to be physically present. The orbital platform’s Matrix
communications were cut off for much of the next twenoy-four
hours while the justices debated the issues Fuchi raised, generally
believed to focus on accusations that Renraku conducted induseri-
al espionage against the megacorporation with Lanier's assis-
tance. some eighteen hours after the Court initially convened,
Renraku's computer systems suddenty engaged In a flurry of activ-
iy, sending messages from Renraku's corporate headqguarters o
branch offices and subsidiaries throughout the world., Matrix
observers suspected that the corporation was planning a pre-
emptive military strike against Fuchi, and tensions ran high for
several hours untll the Court rendered its decision. While
details of whart ranspired may never be known. the Court's judg-
ment resultedd in Miles Lanier voluntarily turning himself over to
Fuchi security. resigning from Renraku's board of directers and
selling his Renraku stock to the Zurich-Orbital Gemelnschaft Bank
at slightly below market value,

While not as devastating as a hull-fledged corporate war
would have been, the Court's decision proved o be a major set-
back to Renraku's phenomenal growth, The sale of Lanler's stock
to the Cemeinschait Bank gave the bank, and thus the Corporate
Court, significant leverage over Renraku s policies. In addition, the
sale of stock at an unexpectedly low price caused a great deal of
negative speculation in the world’s stock markets, significantly
dropping Renraku's stock price. The fact that a member of the
board of directors was arrested for conducting industrial espl-
onage also damaged investors' confidence in Renraku. The mys-
terious inventor Leonardo apparently disappeared and Renraku's
cutting-edge research ground o a halt as the corporation
atternpted to compensate tor his absence. Indeed, it soon becamea
evident that much of the technology that Renraku develaped from |
Leanardo’s inventions had also disappeared, leaving Renraku's
technicians in the curious position of having to reverse-engineer
their own products, More seriously. the disappearance af
Leonardo’s technology degraded Renraku's previously formidable
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Matrix defenses, leaving faping holes that their competitors
geckers gulckly discovered and explolted. Finally, Renraku s dara-
bases—both the company's awnand those that they maintained
for paying clients, such as the Seattle public database Seabource—
were discovered o contain odd gaps and omissions. Renraku's
deckers, along with tearms ol deckers employed by their client
companies, continue 1o conduct exhaustive analyses and com-
arehensive searches af the affecied databases in order o deter-
mine the hull effects of the damage, but no information has been
released to the public regarding what is actually missing.

Renraku counted a few successes among the repercussions
cavsed by the Court's decision, The megacorp received financial
reparation frorm Fuchl for Miles Lanier's actions, though the exact
amount of the award remains unknown. Renraku alse gained 4
second justice on the Corporate Court, as Navroz Chandaria of
Renraku Asla was chosen ta fill the court position left vacant by
the suicide of Mitsubama's Dosan Aburakoji. Despite rthese bene-
fits, howewer, Benraka came up short [n its attempt (o surpass
Fuchi, and shadow conflices between the two megacorporations
nrensified as each strove 1o regain a clear advantage In the glob-
al marketplace

A Very Bad Year

The arfival of the year 2000 failed to change Kenraku s run of
bad luck. In December of 2059 an unidentified systerms glitch
caused the security systems of the company's Seattle arcology to
go haywire, injuring numerous inhabitants and visitors and clos
Ing the bullding off from the rest of the world both physically ancd
plectranically. While Renraku quickly claimed ta have regained
contral of the athected systems. they still declared the building off
limits v visivors tor an indefinite perod in the Interests of pulblic
and the incident hurcher eroded public confidence in
Renraku, Insiders belleve the situation (o be far more serous than
Renraku is willing to admit; neither shadow operatives nor other
megacorporate teams have been able to successhully penetrate
the arcology's physical defenses, and the general consensus s
that Renraku no longer controls its long-awaited arcalogy In
Seatlle. No rival corp admits to sabotaging the Renraku facility,
and so speculation runs rampant as to the cause of this sliuation—
pach guess more disturbing In its Implications than the last.

liv February of 2060, Repraku CEOQ Inazo Anekl bDegan an
Indefinite leave of absence from his duties with the corporation,
Citlng “pressing personal issues, Anekl turned the reins of the
corpotation aver to COO Haruhiko MNakada and apparently depart-
edd for Tiber Regardless of his true destination, Renraku since has
offeredd no updates on Aneki's plans or whereabouts,

In March, MNavroz Chandaria, Renraku's newly elected
Corporate Court representative, died in a termorist bombing In
Mew Delhi, The bombers most lkely intended to kill Jawahr
Prasact, India’s Secretary of Commerce, who was meeting with
Chandaria, but Prasad survived the bombing with only minor
njures, When the Corporate Court convened to elect a replace-
mint for Chandaria, it chose Yves Aquillon, who represents Cross
Applied Technologies. This left Renraku with only ane representa-
tive, Francesco Napoli, on the Court. In June, Napoll was replaced

Gelhesty
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on the Courl by Nell Bensan of Renraku Australasia, and Mapoli
rictiredd shorily therealte

Renraku's luck finally seemed to turn when long-tme rival
Fuchi collapsed under the weight of its own intermadl conflices. In
Aprll of 2060, Shikel Nakatomi, the farmer head of Fuchl Asia,
tendered o huge cash offer to the Zurich-Orbital Gemelnschalt
Banl for the four million shares of Renraku stock it purchased from
Miles Lanier, The bank accepted the offer. giving Makatoml a sul-
stantial equity position in the megacorporation and a seat on s
erargl of directors. Nakatomi immediately began advising and
sulding Renraku In the successiul acquisition of the Fuchi assets
his family Formerly controlled, proving that the new partnership
wils A equal one, The leng-standing animosity between the pwo
corporations faded in view of their comman hatred of Richard
Villiers, and Malkatomi's money provided a much-needed boost (o
Renralku’s sluggish balance sheets,

When all was sald and done, Renraku entered the 2060s
wounded but still dangerous. While the company’s push toward
the top rung on the megacorpolate ladder was thwarted, it gained
A significant amount of power with Nakatomi's arrival, Despite its
setlacks, Rensaku Is poised to remain a strong competitor In the
megacorporate world,

THE PLAYERS

This section describes the corpomtions and the major non-
player characeers who play a part in the Renraku track of the Blood
in the Boardroom siory line, outlining their roles, motivations and
plans, The gamemaster can use these characters in the adventures
provided In this section, or as background material for other shad-
owruns invalving the world of the megacorps,

FUCHI INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONICS

Mresident/CEQ: Richard Villiers (through October 2059} Korin
Yamana, at least on paper (from October 2059 to 28 July 2060)
Headquarters: Tokyo, Japan

Business Profile:

In 2057, Fuchi stood as the second-largest megacorparation
i the world, second only to Saeder-Krupp, By the middle of
2060, It no longer existed—destroyed by three years of nearly
constant chaos. with partisan strruggles weakening It from within
and Renraku pressuring it from without. During these years, Fuchi
effectively functioned as three Independent megacorporations,
each with its own strengths, weaknesses and global agenda,
operating under a common name, (See Track 1: Civll War for
mare detalls about Fuchi's collapse,)

Though the megacorporation known as Fuchi seli-destructed,
Its component elements (Novatech, headed by Richard Villiers:
the Nakatomi investment in Renraku: and the Yamana merger with
Shiawase) continue ro lead the cutting edege in computer technol-
ogy, particularly in the fields of cyberdeck design, security soft-
ware and direct neural interfaces, These separate elements also
maintain a strong presence in the military and security markets
outside the Matrix and dominate a large share of the cybernetics
market. Fuchi's arbital and near-space assets, second only to Ares,
now belong solely o Novatech, Inc.

RLODD IN THE BEOARAROROGOM



RENRAKU COMPUTER SYSTEMS
Presldent/CED: Inazo Anekl
Headquarters: Chiba, Japan

Business Profile:

Long considered the sleeping dragon of the AAA meua-
corps, Renraku has used Its size and resources o become a for-
rmidable opponent in the corporate arena, a reputation diminished
only by a history of somewhar predictable and conservative busi-
ness declsions, In 2057, It began producing a sudden rush of
superior technologies that left competitors shaking their heacs
and scrambling to catch up, Now, even though il no longer enjoys
access to the expertise that provided that technological edge,
Renraku remains & force (o e reckoned with in the computer
Industry. The com's industrial and biotechnology divisions also
received significant boosts with the acquisition of Makatomi's
share of Fuchi, a mowve that solidified the corp’s Asian power base
almost overnight,

The long-overdue completion of the ambitious Seattle arcology
project gave Renraku a significant public relations boost in that city,
but the arcology's shutdown has renewed old doubts about the
bullding's viabdlity-—and raised new ones about the com's stability

Inazo Aneki

Anelkl, age seventy, has changed a great deal from the young
corporate raider who bought Keruba International in order o turn
a ruick profit. Mow a patient. prudent and intelligent leader, bath
he and his company have survived corruption. internal dissent
and his own mismanagement o emerge strronger and more pro-
ductive than ever. Never married, Anekl considers his company to
e his family. and his devotion to its success is repaid by the gen-
erally high loyalty and morale of Renraku's employees, Despite
the corporation’s recent reversal of fortunes, Aneki refuses to
retire as CEO: he would consider his resignation from that posi-
tion a cowardly abdication of the duty he owes to his employees
and shareholders.

Dunkelzahn bequeathed Aneki the Seal of the Green Cloves,
4 token that permits him or a proxy o enter the nation of Tiber,
Despite his well-known fascination with the study of human cul-
tures and a long-suppressed love of travel o exotic places,
Anekis desire to see Renrala through its cnisis clearly outweighed
the lure of unknown Tibet. Now that the corporation’ s fortunes
seem to have stabilized, Aneki has taken a much-deserved leave
of almence: all indications are that e has finally used the seal and
passed into Tibet. Though he considered the Seattle arcology one
af his pet projects, he seems willing ro ler someone else solve the
current crisis.

Yuklako Watanabe

In japanese corporations, it is said that 4 woman must be
twice as good as a man to advance halt as far, [ that saying is true,
it says a great deal about Yukiako Watanabe, Renraku's chairman
of the board. It takes a talented woman indeed to rise to the posi-
tion of chairman of one of [apan s largest companies, and those
who know her agree that Watanabe deserves her position.
Intelligent, confident, ruthless and fiercely devoted to Renraku,

NMECH HIND IIELCH

Watanale rules the fractious Renraku Doardroomy with an lron
hand. Fortunately for the corporation, she and Aneki seem o
agree on most decisions, thus avolding the sart of ugly infighting

thar plagued Fuchi

Haruhliko Nakada

"Hearry,” as he s known even in Chiba, is Renraliu's chiel
operating officer and acting CEC during Aneki's leave of absence.
His cheerful. outgoing personality conceals his basically ruthless
peature: his desire (o rise o Aneki's position i well known
throughout the upper echelons of the corporation. Aneki has long
treated Makada as his chosen successor. and Makada believes that
Aneki's leave of absence s intended. ar least in part. as a test (o
seg how Makada handles the company withowt him. IF the oppor-
tunity presenced  itselt, MNakada would gladly rake hold of
Fenraku’'s reins permanenthy. For all that he keeps his eye on the
main chance, however. he will not take unnecessary risks for the
sake of a short-term gain—he expects Aneki to retire within a few
vears and does not intend to jeopardize his huture by making an
UNNeCessary coup atiempt

Miles Lanier

When Miles Lanier left Fuchi ta take a posifion on Renraku s
board of directors, business amalyst Robert Goelbel said that both
companies suffered a loss—Fuchi because they no longer had
access o Lanier's Ingenaity, and Renraku because they had to put
up with his personalicy. Despite his arrogant attitude, demanding
behavior and somewhat grating disposition. Lamer 15 undoubtec
Iy one of the great tactical minds of his generation. Had he stayved
with the LICAS Army. he would most likely have made general;
instead, he took his skills o the private sector. He and Eichard
Villiers became close friends, and it was no surprise that thar relas
tionship apparently did not survive Lanier's defection to Renraku
While some observers speculate that Lanier s stint at Renraku was
part of a carefully orchestrated scam by Villlers, the truth sur
rouwnding Lanier's arrival at and departure from Renraku may
never become public knowledge. The ract that Miles Lanier
returned to Villiers 1o head up security at the newly formed
Movatech Inc. certainly gives credence to those who suspect the
twvox mmen of ranning an epic swindle

Sherman Hoang

The brilliant, eccentric Dr. Sherman Huang serves as the divi
sion manager of Renraku America and the executive director of
the Seattle arcoloegy. Unlike most such high-level executives, he
spent a great deal of dme involved in hands-on development af
the arcology project and the highly advanced Arcolowsy Expert
Program designed fo run it. Again, anlike most managers who
Insist on involving themselves in the day-fo-day tasks of develop-
ment, Huang proved fto be rthoroughly knowledecalle about the
Arcology Expert Program and was instrumental in this remarkable
program s development.

Having invested so much time and effort into the project, Dr
Huang was dewvastated when the arcology shut down in
December of 2059, but he also finds the situation both intriguing
and puzzling. While he relocated his offices 1o Renraku's Mew
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York  City  headguarters and currentdy spends more time  than

before munaging the rest of Renraku Amerlca, he frequently
rerurns o seattle e test various theories regarding the shutdawn,

Thise whe wiite him oft as a stereorypical “absent-minded
professor” quickly discover that eccentric coes not equal incom-
petent. A close lriend of Inazo Aneki, Huang keeps abreaqst of
events tking place in the Renraku boardroom as a palnt of inter-
est. While not as politically savvy as some of his assoclares, Huang
Is extremely perceptive and often underestimared, always to his

opponents dismay,

Hiroshi Ushida
In early 2055, when Renraku's Chiba headauarters finally
convinced CEO Aneki thal the Seattle arcology might never be fin
ished without Intervention, they sent Hiroshi Ushida o take over as
project manager, Not only ¢icl he manage to quickly and efficlently
reorganize and streamline the dystunctional management of the
arcology project, but he was also Instrumental in cutting through
the types of delays thal had plagued the arcology throughout its
construction. Though he expected o return to Chiba once the arcol-
Ofy was up and running. he was instead assigned the title of arcol-
oy director and charged with overseeing the day-to-day function-
ing of the Seattle headquarters. This position held litte appeal for
Ushicla, who preferred to finish one task and move on to a new pro-
ject, but Huang appeared to be quite satisfied with Ushida's perfor-
mance. Like most people inside the arcology when the systems
went haywire, Ushida has not resurfaced, but Huang clearly s
counting on his second-in-cammand to bring the situation undes
contred 1n his usual efficlent fashion

Shikel Nakatomi

Ihe former head of Fuchi Asia, Nakatomi chose to throw his
It in with Kenraku when it became clear that he had finally lost
ANy chance of gaining ultimare contral of Fuchl. While it was Karin
Yamana who onginally wrested control of Fuchi away from him,
Malkatoml lays the blame for all of his troubles at the feet of
Richard Villlers, While he does not yer wield the influence at
Renraku to begin 4 campaign of vengeance, he is finding many
lke-rminced sauls In his new company who similarly blame Villiers
far Renraku's decline. As soon as this faction gains enough
strength In the Renraky boardroom, Nakatomi will call for a full-
Redaed assaull against Villlers and Movatech,

[Knowwn as the “Business Butcher™ during his days with Fuchi,
Nakatomi enjoys a4 well-deserved reputation for ruthlessness
when driven by ecconomic goals. Now that his motivations are
persondl as well, it seems likely he will stop at nathing to wreak
his revenge.

TRANSYS NEURONET
President/CEO: Liam Riley
Headquarnters: Edinburgh. Scotsprawl

Business Profile:
ransys Neuronet s a UK-based AA corp riding the cutting
edge of Matrix, cyber and bioware research and development.
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Well-connected and funded, thanks to the backing of the
Hildebrandt-Klembort-Bernal financial empire and the Welsh drag-
an Celecyr, thelr novahot research faciling in Caerleon, Wales,
Iransys has repeatedly and regularly made stunning break-
throughs in several felds of experimental technology. Thoush at
one point they were very close to surpassing Renraku’'s produc-
tion, they quickly fell behind the tech curve In the face of
Renraku's Leonardo-inspired developments. In response, they
have chosen to focus their current research on creating viable
Matrix connections for creatures such as dragons, satyrs and other
[raranormals

Liam Riley

A relative newcomer to the world of the AA megacomps,
Riley joined Transys Meuronet in 2053 as the HEB-appolinted
mermber of the board of directors. Typically, HRKB played its cards
close 1o the vest, making lts appointment from the rank and file of
Hs Data Services division and biding its time before cleverly
rmanewverng its candidate Into the presidency of Transys in 2058,
Despite the decidedly suspect nature of his appointment and rise
to power, Riley Is proving to be a surprisingly savwy and forward-
thinking leacder. Market analysts are conservatively suggesting
that Liam Riley may prove a good cholce for the megacorp, but
they generally reserve judagment on where the HKB agenda ulti-
mately will leac.

ADVENTURE FRAMEWORKS

This section presents several adventures in an outline format
for the gamemaster to develop and use, All of the frameworks
draw upon the background material and major characters
described in this track.

--. THIS IS YOUR BRAIN ON OTAKU
Premise

As part of a plan to learn the secrets of the otaku, Renraku
infilirated  undercover operatives into wvarious otaku groups
around the LUCAS, One of their agents, Diana Peng, managed to
gain the trust of an otaku tribe |0 Seattle. After she had performed
4 few months of Intense work for the otaku, the tribe sent her Into
the Matrix (o undergo the mysterious Deep Resonance as her final
initiation into their group. The Spirit of the Matrix was apparently
displeased with Diana, however, because shortly thereafter
Renraku operatives found her babbling on a street corner, physi-
cally unharmed but suffering from severe brain damage. In order
to prevent the otaku from tracing the operation to Renraku, the
corp's agents quietly moved Diana to a private clinlc unaffiliated
with Renraku and checked her in under an assumed narme. While
she s completely incapable of describing what happened to her,
Renraku hopes that the clinic’s insights into the changes in Diana's
brain may still help them understand the nature of the otaku.

Fuchi hires the runners to extract Diana from the clinic in
arder to perform their own examination of her. MNaturally,
Renraku's lictle subterfuge didn't confuse the otaku In the least,
and they too are keeping an eye on Diana in order to track any
party that tries to extract her and so learn who sent her to themn.

|
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Setup

A middle-aged man claiming to be Stuart Peng contacts the
runrers, elther directly or through a fixer, He explains to the runners
that his daughter Diana became involved ina strange cult callect the
Beamwalkers the previous year and disappeared completely 4 few
manths back, Several weeks ago, he received an anonymous tip
that his daushter was at the Stasky Institute, a small private clinic in
Tacoma. He immediately went to the clinic and found that his
daughter was indeed there, apparently having suffered a complete
mervous breakdown, Howeser, M Peng could not prove his rela-
tionship to his daughter: Diana was checked in under the name
‘Oiivia Tang " and possessed no identification. Because he could not
prove his relationship to Diana, the clinic refused ta tell him who
admitted her, Mr. Peng suspects that the cull she belonged 1o s
paying for his daughter's care, Again, because Mr. Peng is not Rinan-
dally responsible for Diana s expenses, the clinic will not permit him
to remove her from their care. Legally, he has no access 1o his
daughter; therefore, he tells the unners, he has decided o take et
fram the clinic illegally. He offers the runners a reasonable sum ol
money to recover his daughter, with a bonus if they can obilain evi
dence he can use In legal action against the Beamwalkers, "Stuart
Peng” Is actually a corporate expediter for Fuchi, allied with the
Nakatomi family. The Nakatomis suspect that Benraku s otaku inves
tigation was somehow connected with Richardd Villiers operations
against Renraku, and they want to get hold of Diana 1o determine
the exact nature of that connection. The real Stuart Peng 15 .a midley
el corporate executive who believes his daughter 1o e on a special
assignment with the Red Samural,

The first-level files on Diana Peng describe her as a third-gen
eration Renraku employes, taenty years old, working as a data
entry clerk in the Seattle arcology s security division. Only o run
deep Into Renraku's more secure databases will reveal thal she's
actually a security agent herself, specializing in undercover oper-
ations. Her current mission is simply listec as "Classified.” and her
status is "M.LA T Inquiries about the Beamwalkers describe them
s a mysterious, reclusive urban tribe of young people from north-
ern Puyallup. The group has a repuatation for being very technical-
by savvy, and a number of talented deckers were associated with
the Beamwalkers in their younger days. Rumors tie the tribe o the
otaku, but there is no hard evidence linking the tbwo groups.

Event |

The Stasky Institute is a two-story clinlc specializing in neura-
logical dysfuncrions. Located in a small medical park near Doctor's
Hospital of Tacoma, the Institute conducts (15 business in a fairhy
well-to-do part of town, Security at the hospital is geared more
toward keeping patients in than keeping intruders out, but Lone
Star frequently patrals the area. Patient records show that “Olivia
Tang™ was admitted Into the clinic in May of 2059, suffering from
“cognitive dissoclation” and a host of even less comprehensible
medical terms—in layman’s terms, she is suffering fram brain
damage that impedes her ability to understand and relate ta the
world around her. She daes display an obsessive interest in
cyberdecks and the Matriz. though she is in no condition to oper-
ate a deck. The rgcords state that she was admitted by her father,
Roger Tang, who pays the Institute monthly via certified credstick,

15

The Tang idenlities

are fakes, goood enough to fool the clinic's

1 oy

admissions system, but little more

Diana Peng occupies a second-Aoor room near the back of
the complex. boasting a single small window 1oo narrow for any
adule to fit through. The runners will have 1o get inside the build-
ing to extract Diana from her room. IF they can avoid the Lone Star
pettrols outside, they should be able to get to her quite easily;
there are a few security guards on duty in the clinic, but they will
be far outmatched by the average shadowrunner A decker who
hacks into the clinic's Matrix system may occasionally catch
glimpses of movement ar feel as though he is being watched;
Beamwalker otalku is warching for any clues to surfade regarding
Diana’'s ofgin. Inan attempt to make the runmers Hp their hanes,
the otaku will rrip the clinic's alarm as the runners leave the bulld-
Ing. forcing them to escape from Lone Star pursuic iwhich makes
them easier o track),

Event 2

When the runners contact "Stuart Peng for
regarcing the drop point, he asks the runners (oo meet hirm at the
Villa Plaza mall, sounding pleased at their success and anxious to

mstrue hons

have his daughrer with him again. During the short ride from the
clinic to the mall
around her: she stares into space and hums gquietly o herself, |l
someone spends the tremendous effort required 10 communicare
with her, she will only reply, "Back?” In an eager volce. It she

Diana seems to take no notice of the world

catches sight of a eyberdeck, however, she will go wild trying (o
get ta i, screaming “Back! Back! Backl™ at the top of her lungs.
Diana possesses a high-guality datajaclk implant, currently
plugged with an epoxy stopper. Careful examination alse reveals
a retractable spur installed in her forearm, also ol very high qual
ity, of which she appears to be totally unaware,

As soon as the runners broke Diana out of the clinic, Renraku
began tracing her by means of a tracking signal implanted along with
her headware memorny, Renraku dggers follow the onners with
high-altitude  surveillance drones while ground  roops  posicion
thesmselves i an ambush, A fesy miles short of the clrop point, a pair
of unmarked Chrysler-Nissan Patrol- 1 cars, ‘each containing three
Renralu company men and a fgeer. block the runners route, They
chermand that the runners turn over the girl and will ight (o get her,
though they use less deadly tactics than usual in order not o sk
hurting Diana. If the runners fdee, the Renraku goons will pursue. cafl-
ing i magical back-up If they deem it necessary,

Climax

The ranners meet their emplover at the entrance o the Villa
Plaza mall, just outside a Hardhware Licetera store. "Stuant Peng,
along with a few plainclothes Fuchi guards, is there to pick her up
and pay off the runners, Halbway through the meet, 4 gang of urban
tribals (the Bearmwallers) surrounds the group and demands that
the suits release Diana. Distracted by che intermaption, meither the
runners nor the Fuchi agents react fast enough o stop Diana from
running coward the entrance to Hardware Elcetera when she sees a
window display of cyberdecks. The entrance to the store immed]
avely opens for her even i the mall 15 closed for the night—the
Beamwallkers followed Diana’s tracking signal (oo, having detecred
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the bug while she was undergoing the Deep Resonance, and the
ribe's otaku have taken owver Villa Maza's security system, Other
rribe members are waiting inside to lead her to satety. IF the runners
decide that Diana doesn't belong on any side of this tug-of-war and
decide to take her somewhere else. they must contend with the

Beamwalkers. Diana's Fuchi guards, mall security and-any surviving
Renraku pursuers, all while playing a cat-and-mouse game In an
environment the Beamwalkers control.

Sequels

If the run hits the public datasheets. the real Stuart Peng will
spare no expense o track cdown the runners and find our what
happened to his daughter,

Thaough ariginally sent to spy on the Beamwalkers. she no
longer poses any threat to the otaku, and the tribe seems to have
taken a belated liking fo her. Depending on how the characters
behaved toward Diana and the Beamwalkers during the run, they
may find theldr faces plastered all over the mall closed-circult secu-
rity records o may find all evidence of their crimes erased. Any
runners who feel the need to discuss their encounter with the
otaku may discover annoying and even dangerous Matrix prob-
lems awalting them.

I Diana survives the events of this adventure. one of the run-
ners will spot her entering the Renraku arcology’s mall a few
weeks later, She seems to disappear as soon as she steps inside,
and the runners can find no trace of her. This event takes places
regardless of whose custody she s in al the end of the adventure.
While her mind no longer functions in any way that allows her 1o
live a useful lite in the outside world, the otaku apparently solll R
her useful despite her condition

PROVE IT TO ME
Premise

Yuldako Watanabe. Renraku’s chalrman of the board, 1s high
by suspicious of Milles Lander's professed loyalty o Renraku.
Despite his presence on the board of Renraku for several months
and the inside intarmation he has supplied on Fuchil, she distrusts
his mothves and s repulsed by his personality, Before Lanier
becomes inextricably immersed in Renraku's internal affairs, she
arranges for a series of coverl operations to test his loyalty,

Setup

The runners are contacted through the Matrlx by a Mr,
Johnson who wants to Dire thelr sérvices for an exeended seres of
“diverse” acthvities in Boston, Me Jehnsan uses a generic LIMS
fcon, but cleatly has the suppaort of heavy-hitting deckers and util
ithes, Though vague about detalls and time frames, he offers good
nuyen. |f pressed for information, he will admic to needing the
runners for the “testing of new security measures,

Lvent |

As soon as the team establishes a base of operations In
Boston, thelr Johnson contacts them and provides them with a
dhossier on Miles Lanier, including his residence, offices. LTG num-
bers and what s known ol his upcoming schedule, |johnson
expects them o run careful survelllance on Lanier, Including tap
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ping  his cormmunic ations and nvestigating his activitles and
everyone he contacts, Johnson arranges for surveillance gear as
needed and also for periodic check-Ins through the Matrix.

Let the runners go to work, and create some low-level
innocuous exciterment for them. Lanier s activities during this peri-
od are rather mundane, bBut even on borlng days he doubtlessly
talls to some interesting people. Because he also made his living
as o security speclalist, the task should be challenging, Create
sorme mishaps during their survelllance to make it Interesting,
such as a paranoid exec spotting the runners and thinking they re
watching him or her, Perhaps the runners dig up some interesting
dirt that has absolutely nothing o do with Lanier, No matter what
the runners find, M johnson does not seem satisfed with the
infarmation.

Event 2

The results of the runners Investigation are no surprise to
Watanabe:; she expects Lanier to be subtle, She decides o acr
boldly and passes on information to the runners through Mr,
Johnson about an upcoming forum and gala exhibic on manne
biology that Lanier will be attending, The formal event will be held
at the Mew England Aquarurm and will be arrended by many
execulives whose companies are engaged In genengineering
marine life, The runners are instructed o make an assassination
attempt on Lanier, with an emphasis an the attempt. If the runners
alk at this, Johnson stresses that this s merely a test of security
measures, and that the attempi is not actually intended (o succeed,

Linknown e the runners, Watanabe has anonymously leaked
wiordl on the “hil” o Fuchi Internal Security officers loyal to Villiers,
She has also discreetly placed Renraku agents throughout the
ared, specifically to warch for any attempt on Fuchi s part 1o pro-
tect Lanler, Villlers does in fact send agents o foil the plot, bur
they spot the Renraku agents and smell a rat, The runners may
also notice something amiss and abort the fake hit, or they may
follow through and creare ol pandemonium at the aquarium,
The Fuchi agents do not interfere with the assassination attempt,
But they do dodge the Renraku goons and try o track the runners
and nab them for questioning afterward.

Event 3

Watanabe, also unsatisfied with the assassination ploy,
decides o attempt to rame Lanier, Through Mr Johnson, she |
instructs the runners” decker (o pose as a disenchanted Renraku
employee looking to sell confidential Renraku information to the |
highest bicder. In additon to posting his offer on several Matrix
shadowboards. the decker is glven contact numbers for a sus-
pected agent of Laniet. To make the offer enticing, the decker s
also given a file containing partial codework to a new piece of |
Renraku Tar Pit |C to use as bait.

Along with several other replies (which could lead to inter- -
esting siderracks), Lanier's agent, a decker by the name of Phaze, |
contacts the runners and suggests a Marrix meeting. Mr. Johnsan |
inscructs the runners 1o agree o the meet. !

Johnson prepares the runners decker for the encounter by
outfitting him or her with a ser of one-shot, Rating 10 scanner ang
rracking programs. He also will assign two Renraku combar decs:
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ers to back up the runners IF requested, Watanabe wants the run
e o sell the information o Mhaze and then frace him sa that he
can be physically captured. She then hopes to use his testimony
@ Indict Lanier an charges of corparate espionage—secretly pur
chasing Renraku rechnology that he has not been cdeared for yet
with intent to sell it o Fuchi,

Phaze arranges the virtual meeting ar Rox Rootz, a Matrix
"bar frequented by deckers from the Boston plex, Inside a rent
ed, lC-protected secure meeting node, he will negatlate and pur
chase the Renraku daca. Once the rransfer s complered, he will
look at the dara and realize it |s still Incomplete. At the first sign
of hostility, he'll call up some decker buddies from Rox Roouz, |
things look bad, he |l attempt to log off, IF the runners succeed in
tracing him, they find thar he's decking from an illegal Matrix
hookup in a squat in Boston's Rox area. Just as the runners arrive
at the scene, he s rescued By heavily armed and well-dressed

corporate types

Climax

On the verge of giving up her attempts to crack Lanier's
cover, Watanabe decides to try one last scenario when a Fuchi
agent 15 unmasked and captured by Renraku security. She has the
captured mole rransported (o Boston, where he is o be handed
over o the runners, who will Baby-sie him and then use him as
balt. 5he plans to pass rumors of the mole s exposure through the
Fenraku grapevine to Lanier, hoping that he'll attermp! to extract
the Fuchi operative

Unfortunately for the runners. Laniers excellent security staff
has caught on to them. As some of the runners rendezvous with
Eenraku fo pick up the prisoner, Lanier sends in a well-trained
ream equipped with nonlethal weaponny and captures the rest of
the runners

[ Fe rf'rn.-urling._fI runners, now with their Fuchi hostage, will be in
d tight spot, Whether by intermosating the captive runners or by hear-
ing the ramors, Lanier will And out about the captured Fuchi agent
By this time, the runners are also being watched by a squad of Red
Samural, who are also hoping o catch Lanier doing something he
shouldn't, Lanber's team will contace the runners and arranse a frade-
off, but the Red Samural are going (o crash the party

At no point will Miles Lanier personally involve himself He is
careful o handle such matters with “denlable assets™;: the men
and women he uses will admit warking for Lanier only under
extrerme duress, but they will never admit o working for Fuchi
They know nathing of Lanier's true plans or loyalties, so they can
nof harm him by revealing such information. No matter what hap
pens. Lanier cannot be proved to have any remaining connecrion
12 Fuchi based on the events in this adventure. All evidence will
pe inconclusive, at best. Let the runners waonder

Sequels

Linable to brong any charges agdinst Lanier, Waranabe will
give up her investigation and grudeinely permit him more open
access to Renraku secrets, For his part, Lanier will continue play
Ing good Renraku citizen for the duration of his stay. Depending
o0 oy things went thes purers ey feel a bit used by Eenraku,
out all they have o @o on is M Johnson's faceless UMS lcon—
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and that's not enowush intorrmation o elfeciively rrace him. IF they
ranage to rack him desan e ok away to actack him, they may
find themselves on the recevans end ol & surprise visit by the Red
Samuorai The runners also miay sunply chaoose to ake thair lumps
and try to pick up some other e while they e in Bostan, inwhich

case they may @t invabeed o one or more: of the scenarias
described in Target: WCAS.

WHAT DOES A
TEN-THOUSAND-YEAR-OLD DRAGON GET?
Premise

Thes prysteriaus disappearance ot theelf genius Leonardo bas
wortedd ang disturled mare partes than just Renraku, The great
dragon Hestalwy recently cemented an alliance with him and now
s oerurte mierested 10 his status and whereabouts, She s especial
Ly ineerested 0 certan plans he was pursuing for his Great Work
that shiee now dears he has abandoned, Having personally investi
gatea] The sice ol his desroyes sanciary A, she employs
ther ropoers oo track dosserr e leaods Beoealoa may have 1o
Leonarcks s current sitwadion - O30 comrses there are athers Interest

el i ameeiling. or suppiessnne ndonrmanion on Leanardo

Sefup

The runners ares oot edd D o nendly . ranned Caltfarmia
shaman namecl Breese Despite fus nea hippee atcire and aceloode,
Breeze s resources angd inlonmation seem ro jndicate the backing,
ol spimenne with major infuemoes He ashs the runners: 1o imdesi-
gare the disappearance . of o stange man whoo calls - himself
Leonarche: He provides o pic harae, g comipuaters scannedd portrait of
the famows nventor boeosarda oy Vindl yer describes  his
metarye das el L5.m|||n_l.'| at e poused eyelrows the ronners
unctoubrecly wive turm, biee ol fees an exbremely generous reward ||
the ranmers will traseel Lo o sodatied] locale (o lran and research rhie
e and s weanke He sl supply expertly Ralsiied jdendification
Bar rhe earm as el s wiulwrltal tiekers ta |'|.E|_ﬂ_|'||’1.||"| ared a el

CORTEr |I.'|.'I'_-\.:"ll!1l| froon theres oo thesrmall tonwn oF Ahvasr

Event |
O e fhe yunners ke 0 throush the wsual dardarale of

faleecl T0s: they rencleevois ek B

ivterrracionrl el on
Hughes Stalion helicopter at the Baghlad abrport, I the leam
Laag b o oo capalsle rigser they will b blisssed s th the presence
el Span Dot o very unsociable orlorlsser rnporiesd o Califor b
lesr P oceasion, Oinbogrdd, el Boed a0 seriall adsetl Gl fcsny lechal
weeraponry angl a chim swdrh maps qdned trielshors ol what sesms to e
o futursnic. high rech chsercatary 1o thes roicelle ol nosshe e

As they approach whal passes lora landing siip near Ahwvarz
what passes far the lecal alr rratfic conlial challenges the presence
of the hellcopter oser thie raclice i Arabie o Assuiming the runners cadti
franslate the messages thesy ares Beyng ordered 1o identify them-
selvizs anel Fheir rodssion e thes perrne ol Sl KRAGhct or e shion down

Whethier thes commply o noal, thesy! sl soon eliscoseer thal
whar rerrains al the Jesarr ol Alveiid s uncler poouparion [y Ak
KEhalld amdd bis Bla ksane] Bassolutwmiaries. This forede, sasifhe Hheir
srranee migture of lagh e and archalc seeapons aml wehicles

BOT, I st Cakets, Diirsiest, sl atrempt to caphare anc interrostale

EEA_ (R ONEN RO D BRRD RENRERNCENNEARAEROND
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the tearm, Throogh survedllance, sympathetic locals or interrcga-
fierry, rhe runmers shoalad defermune that the Bevolutionanes only
recently occupledd the area, driving off what remained of a
Rerraleu mmlitary umil, Any locals who remain will recognize plc-
tures of Leonardo aned clalim he was their patron untl recently
when the sirrueg came, and that he ived In the observatory
Chunck witted runners will realize that by sirrure, the locals are falk

s alaout a dragon that destroyed the obsenvatory

Event 2

The raineds soon fncd out that thelr mission olijes tives, e
nbhservatony. 15 Abu Khalld's temporary comrmand conten When
they fnally sneak into the compound or @0t odraaaed as capives
to the twower, they find it to be mosthy gutted and burmesd. Almost
everything inside has been destroyed  However the raniness may
notice borh the bhehind-the-scones prescoce of some German
speaking "milltary achvisers” and somie salvased Rencaku compul
21 O UIment

The adsvisers dre In Fact roalifary oy of Saccker Krupy: Aled
the obsenvatone swas demiolished, Lobasr hired Abu Khalid and his
riding Bane toolrive wlial remaine! of the Renraku froops off the
sfte Ayt sascures (F, which fhaessy ddigl, Theses ol ficets are now present
toorriakiet sure evergthing swee destroved and 10 discourage any
vl s, Thisy will [rmure any capoured mnners in order o
lerater alsosunn thelr mession efore anding the infidels over to Al
antl his e,

Eaern il e tunners gain Access ta the suryiving Benraku ged
thesy will be unable to salvage anything usehd regarding
aseannenreher, Thet oanlsd cliues svill e poincers 1o a Benraka matrixbosl
BALL Lt Five 7 They

ey also salvage an optical chip unfike any they v over seen

Anel sl appears o be g specitic hlepame

welich s priotected By unbrealialble end rgpticn |l|:|.'|-:III||'|III'1.

Thers s o orther remaining esidenoe resanding Leanardo
He disappeared the night the drason carme, i the oo upying
traaps believe him o e dleadd [0S noss upy (o the runners 1o
escape and continue their mdssion, edher by stealing another hell
copter (the anly wehic e o e aiestip) caling up Bréeze and
cermanding an crmerseney Al o hoofings 0ot throogh Bandin
cour ey, Llnlesss she ronners leve 0 decl wdth g satelline uplink,
there 15 o harris acs eas on bandieds of miles, and cellular phone

CONCRAR I syl el

Event &

Choiges this ronesrsy Daases sotien samesswhere they can ek i
theey can the b thie Renralia host, sehich benchimarks sround Bedh 8
bl eneah, no references to Leanarda appear i the host A
s cvsslul Dump Log o Edit File aperarion sall determinge that al
Filess weith ainy referenoes to L eamariio ware systermatically erasied
gatd 1hie sadiiee el that Leomnarados lisaprpmsanee ] Sesie ol sud cesses on
P taes | sanll el b scrpebvismie ades boaris as thie culpsi

It o decker pertornss a =udcesslul Looate File operation tor
"SAL Zera Fivel" he wdll mest Dol o Tl s e fescd, onnly o strange
"Slave Syntax Error o messeasdes arnd o pranted oo partially. deleted
[reErson e fle—that of Kora Bosesha, personanl aecle fo Beprkos OO0
Haruhike Makarta 1 thas oo Kesr prei lodines o successiul Locite Skave

aperation. he will diseones g inleresting won that an Analyee
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lcon Test identifies as an encodeér system for someone eguipped
with data lock headware, The lcon information aisa happens fo
provide the current freguency for the transponder bulle into
Kineda's heacdware,

The runners should make the connection that the only info on
Leonardo that Benraku still possesses is in Kineda's head. When
they track him down, they leam that he is booked on a suborbital
scheduled to land in San Franclsco in a matter of hours .
enough time tor the runners to get there and meet him, IF the run
pers insist on hanging wound in the Renraku systermn and per
forming extended Matrix searches for clues regarding Leonardo,
they e likely to pick up a nasty virus or even find a Saeder-Krupp
strike ream on thesir tall

juist

Climax

Typically, the runners” flight is plagued with delays. and they
arive ar San Fran to a warm welcome of sirens, running guars
and distant autofire. That's right, someone else just snatched thets
mark and departed the airport in a stealth-equipped whirlybird,
The runners have no choice but to pursue. Whether they steal the
pwn bird ar hustle to hire themselves something much laster,
allow the runners to catch up with thelr competition {perhaps the
other craft was damaged when escaping the alrport) just shiort of
the border between narhern Calitornia and Tie Tairngire, neal
Shasta Mountain.

With their opponents clearly racing to cross the Tie Berder,
the runners must Agure out a way to down the other copter. The
pocupants, a team of Tir Ghosts that Includes at least one physical
adept and one initiated mage, will radio the Tir for back-up. They
have been sent by Ehran the Scribe to accomplish basically the
same task as the munners. The unners will nat have much time to
steal Mr. Kineda before they're neck-deep in elves.

If the runners have been keeping Breeze updated on their sit
uation, he may provide some useful assistance ar this point. The
Shamans of Shasta may show up In force to aid the runners. per-
haps calling upon spirits and forest critters, using the clear and
present threat of a Tir incursion as a justification for their actions.
This subtle show of force by Hestaby and her minions will be
enough to drive the elves back across the border.

Sequels

Breeze will rendesvous with the runners near Moaneo Shasta
and accept custowty of Mr. Kineda as the consumimation of their
contract. Mow Hestaby will have the datalocked inforrmation. but
she will still need the codes to acoess it Renraku will also be
searching for its kidnapped employee, using his  Implantedd
rransponder fo track him, Because Mr. Kineda's head contains
quite a bit of paydata, they will not hesitare to activate his cortex
bomb to eliminate the threat to their security. Ehran and the Tir
elves are also interested in data regarding Leonardo. While they
may be interested in persuading Hestalyy to share. they may be
equally interested In punishing the runners for interfering, with
thelr plans. Finally, there is the mysteriouws encrypted optical chip.
which may contain the only clues left 1o finding Leonardo and
learning about his Great Work

Wl

THIS HURTS ME MORE THAN IT HURTS YOU

Mremise
HyperSense s a smiall, offzear simsense production comppaly

that specializes In unusual recording technicues and creative edit
Ing. Nearing bankruptcy two years ago. owner jacob Kitl struck a
deal with Renraku in which he maintained 449 percent of the corp
and his position as CEQ, while Renraku acquired a 51 percent con
trolling interest in the company and established 1t as a testing lab
for new simsense gear and producton methods Rentaku began
from  their into
HyperSense, hoping they could extrapolate some pew simsense

channeling  spln-olfs Leondrcle  echnology
cutting technigues and turn the company around, Thawah il has not
been reported to Renraku, the research actually hit ey iy, bue Kiet
has chasen to keep it under wraps. He's wornted by all the mega
com conflict appearing on the trid lately, and he sees the chance 1o
regdlin contral of his minor com by exploiting the wiz new
atvances, He's come up with a plan to fake o hit on HyperSense

and s persuade Renraku re divest themselves of thes conmipany

Setup

Kitt dresses up as 4 Mr [ohnson and approaches 1he runners
In & nightclub or other haunt to offer them a job, He s twitchier
thar a4 speed freak with used wired reflexes, but the job he pro-
poses seems premy straightfonavard, All he swants s for the runners
ter hit a minot corp facility profected by low security-and forch
their maln bullding, He really doesn 1 want the runners to kil any-
Ixacky, 5o he will ask them to use nenlethal weapons and worn't
hire thern if they seem too bloodchirsty. [T they agree, he gives
therm the name HyperSense and the @encral location, and even
tells them how to bypass the weak security. If the runners ger
twitchy themselves, Kitt has rented o palr of yakuza thugs for the
nieht, paying them to watch his back but stay out of his business
He'll make a feeble attermpt to hagale ovesr peice, but iF should be
prewy clear he's not experienced with the Johnson routine

Because there are imany different directions the runners can
2o in this ramewaork, this adventure does not provide a suggest-
e schedule of evernits, Rathern, many ol the varous events that can
or will cccur are described below, The order in which they take
place |s up ta the samemaster and the actions of the runners.

Legwork Events

If the runners have any clue at all about taking on shad
owruns, they Il do some legwork frst. IF thiey start researching
HyperSense through contacts of the Matrix, just about everything
ohnson told them seems true. Buried amaong the loads of other
boring Info-drel will be Kitt's pame, and iF the runners search.
they will come up with o photo of him that allows theny to recog
nize him as thelr Johnson. Why he wants them (o fowch his own
corp is something they're going to have (o really dig we find out.

Assurning the runners scope out HyperSense's physical site,
they find security o be parhetic, just as promised. The run looks
like a cakewalle Any decking Inte its Matrix host may come up
with detalls of HyperSense s new  developments, carefully
encrypted and hidden away. though it will likely take someone
with skill In simsense producton to make heads or talls of it Ie's
all wery experdmental and high-tech, and F unners check, they
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may connect it with a new brand ol BTL an the street called
Flashers, allegedly being distributed by the yaks.

The decper the runners dig into the story, the more twisted
roats they |l unearth. I they investigate the rest of HyperSense's
sharehalders, they'll And them w be a group of shell companies
all owned by Renraku. Sifting through fnancial records: shoulid
revedl that Renraku has sunk a fair bit of change into HyperSense
without receiving much return on their investment. Jacob Kitt, on
the other hand, apparently had a large influx of capital recently
fraom an untraceable numbered account. Linderworld connections
may prove uselul here. as Kite received his loan from the yakuza
in exchange for undisclosed services.

Tracing some aof thal money. of tailing Kitt around the city,
will lead the runners to Kitt's new simsense-production facility in
another part of town. Kept under wraps. the facility clearly just god
up and running. The outside reveals nothing about what the Duild-
ing contains and is well-protected by yakuza gunmen and a
decent securlly system,

Ar some polnl, the runners may want to have another chat
with e Johnson, He urges them o continue with the plan as
agreed upon and to execute it as-soon as possible, IF they confront
him with their knowledge that he owns HyperSense, he denies it
a bit too vigorously. IF they bring up the vakuza, he
gels nervous. IF the runners press the issue, he appears (o break
down and begins telling them that the yaks are forcing him o
prodduce beetles (a pack of lies), He'll attermpt to dissuade the run-
ners from tangling with the yaks: if necessary, he will double his
price and demand that the runners da the job he hired them for
and get it over with, At that paint, he refuses to talk any more and
will avolel the runners until they do the job, If they back out, he'll
hire another tearm. who will do the run and frame the player char-
acters for It

ViR T LISty ..

Yakuza Evenis

Anything maore than a cursory investigation Inte HyperSense
will quickly attract valkuza attention, In order to fund his plan, Kite
went to his local ovabun and leveraged himsell in deep for some
quick nuyen, The yaks, homing i on Kitt's weakness like a sharl
to blood, also convinced Kitt to use his new simsense production
center to produce BTLs for them. Though i0s only been In pro
duction for a few weeks, the beetle factory |s proving highly lucra:
tive, The oyabun is now keeping a close warch over his latest
investment and will immediately attack anything or anyone that
resembles interference with his plans, When the runners start ask:
ing questions, they become targeds.

The yakuza will first approach the runners with-a polite but very
sefiaus warning to stay away from HyperSense., When the runners
imnore this warning, the yvaks return to infice damage. They will try
o isalabe one af the runners ancd o hime adly, bae noe Kill bim, as
A dessan to the others: IF the runners still lgnore their threats, the
waks will attermpt 1o kil one runner at a ime, hoping that the deaths
of a few will spread wisdom o the many. Should this faill, the
wakuza attacks will grow steadily larger and deadlier.

Eventually, the yaks will also find our thar Kicr was not entirely
up-front with them. as he falled to mention Renraku's controlling
interest in HyperSense, The oyabun will be enraged at the prospect
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of Renrakus steallng away his chip factory. The vaks will want to have
a serous face-to-face discussion with Kitt regarding this breach of
faith, a discussion that he'll do just about anything to avoid.

O the other end of the spectrum, anything that is beneficial
for the vaks Is atarget for the Triads, Seoulpa Rings or Mafia. One
of these groups may well be investigating the source of the new
beetles on the street. Alternatively, it the situation gets totally out
of hand, Kitt may run to the Malia as a last resort

Renraku Events

Hearing rumaors of interest in Hyperbense on the street,
Renraku will suddenly wake up and smell the soykaf. They do
some digging ol thelr own and stant o figure out that Kitt may be
hiding something. 1t take them awhile to discover his secret new
site, but they'll easily uncover strange financial indiscretions on his
part. Al some point they'll decide to detain Kitt for some ques-
tioning, but he'll go into hiding.

Once they start looking, Renraku will also find details on
HyperSense s previously undisclosed technological advances. In
order o keep their Investment safe, they |l beel up security at
HyperSense, predictably right before the runners try to hit the
place. A bullding with a simple fence, video cameras and lazy
guards suddenly transforms into an armed camp with motion
detectons, sentry guns, patrolling spirits and Red Samurai.

When Renraku finally discovers the secret Hyperbense site,
they Il move quickly to seize it, touching off a battle with the
yakuza. The situation will get awfully ugly quite fast, and in the
encl the new site may go up in Aames, as one side chooses to
destroy it rather than lose it (o the other.

Sequels

If the runners do the wn they were pald for and “destroy”
HyperSense, and Renraku doesn't discover the existence of the
new facility, the corp will divest itself of the money pic. If the mn-
ners subsequently decide o take advantage of their inside knowl-
edge and hit the new HyperSense facility, word of their indiscre-
ton will it the streets, and all three parties will want a piece of
the runners. The runners may also be facing the consequences of
a long-term grudge from the yakuza, depending upon how
events turn out,. Finally, if Renraku does decicle o sell their shares
in HyperSense, they won't necessarlly sell to Kitt, who's maxed
out on loans already. They may sell o a rival ... .

ADVENTURE IDEAS

This section provides additional short adventure ideas (nvolby
ing Renraku and other players involved in the corp's affairs. The
gamemaster can flesh out these ideas as short or full-Aedged
atlventures using the material in this book.

UNWILLING TRANSFER

In an effort to prove his loyvalty to his new corporate home,
Shiket Makatomi decides to extract a few of his better researchers
from what remains of Fuchi Asia and bring them to Renraku. The
runners are hired to rravel to the Philippines, kidnap a Filipina
marne belogist from the Fuchi facility there and deliver him to
Renraku' s Underwater Living Project nearby, Unfortunately for the
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runivers, the biologisr doesn ©want to e kKidnapped. His corporation
was only bought out by Fuchi Asia a frew months ago, and he's heard
Bad mojo about the Renraku LILP director, As soon as the runners
relax their guard, he bails on them, unning to his contaces 0 the
repel-pirace Hulk Merworlk tor heldp. The runners face Renraku reprisals
I they let him go, and sk angering the Huk IF they pursue.

THE SQUEEZE

Thanks to information provided (o Renralia by Miles Lanier 1o
prove his lovalties, Renraku atrempes (o buy oul a subsidiary of
Fuchi that is held by the Yamana [action. The subsidiary.
WasserKraft, 15 a Germany-based corp researching water pollution
and purfication through borh maglcal and rechnological means.
Renraku has successfully bought into the corp but needs (o “per
suacle” the last remaining major shareholder to sell ta them in
arder to gain a controlling share. Unwilling tao accept the talkeove,

attempat lying down, the shareholder, a rich ell named Deiter If confranted, the stranger cliims o be nothing more than an
Arkona, has told both Renraku and Fuchi to frag off. ardinary decker having some tun at the expense of a mega, As a

Eenraku hires the junners o lean on M Ackona in whatever master progranmer, he s entranced by the opportunity o work
way they see fir, as long as fhey convince him 19 sell, The task will with an SK's code, He's also an elite Aztechnology decker who's
not be easy, as Arkona has a strong will and powertul frends, trying o figure out how 1o rewrite the 5K's mission abjectives so
Including the rulers of the elven Duchy of Pomorya, and hie can target other enemies as well, [ order to do this, he needs
Kabaurerbund. a policlub with connections to GreenwWar and a o transfer the SK's source code o another imachlng where e can
band of Morth Sea pirates. I he has any skeletons in his closet, ger Azzie help, I the runners interfere, he'll hire a decker gang,
he's camoulaged them well, so IF the runners seek to Blackmall the Reallty Haclkers, to make lite for the runners o hving hell, both
him they'll have o create a situation in which o embroil him. IF i the Macrs and meatworcol
the munners get too pesky, Arkama will try to ambush them and
have them eliminated, As a last-ditch resorr. and mainly to splte TRANSYS NEUROMESS
enrakiu. he will turn to Fuchi foraid, and the runners may need to Transys Neutonet, an AA-rated corp based i the UK that
prevent him from selling to that corp! stands close o the cutting edge in Matrix tech, has decided to

take advantage of Fuchi's internal chaos and Renraku 5 recent set
PUBLIC SECRETS backs to net themselves as much new tech as possible while the

Since Renraku lost track of Leonardo. not only dare many apportunity presents (rsell
Renraku databases exhibiting gaps in the information they con- o achieve this goal, they hire a team of runners to first pene-
rin, but some have also begun to reveal a bit too much infarma- trate a Fuchi Asia facility, They equip the runners with identities pre-
non! Internal Renraku files, including classified holdings. fnancial viously planted in both the Fuchi and Renraku systerns that tag the
transactions, secret research, illegal practices and confidential per- player characters as a top team of scientists employed by Fuchi
sonnel files have begun appearing at random in Renraku public Asia, Their forged credentials give the runners unlimited access to
databases throughout the runners’ home RTG, all areas of the facility, allowing them o loot secrets at will—until

A Frightened Renraku systerm operator who is responsible for unexpected trouble arrives. A Fuchl Pan-Europa military force
the hosts that are home to most of the revealed data contacts the descends on the facllity, clalming it for Yamana, and troops Begin
anners for help, He's already figured out that he's up against more rounding up MNakatomi loyalists. ‘;'_I'I-FL-.‘.‘I?- breaks out, burt just when It
than a programming alitch, but he wants a little outside help to deal looks like the runners are going o be coralled. a Renraku strike
with the problem, primarily as a back-up to save face at Renralku, team arrives and extracts the valuable Fuchi “scientists.”

Any deckers who investigate the problem will eventually Blindfolded and gagsed, the runners are transported (o d
encounter an con thal seems oo be the sources of the troulsdle, The high-rech Renraku facility, where they have some tense moments
con, caught in the act of pillaging e Renrako Bost, turns out oo be passing  themselves off as top-level programmers. Because
asemiautonomaous knowbot (5K)L I the runners attempt to stop o Renraku keeps Its newest acquisitions under close scruting, thele
destroy it, it fights back, and a mysrerious decker also comes o (s cover ldentities quickly begin to erade, Unfortunately, the hol
dicl, Thie runmers should be able to race these icons back to a partially Transys deckers assigned to cover for the runners can’t help them
crashec] Fuchi host. Though Fuchi powered cown the host system because they don't know where the runners were taken! IF they
until it could be ransferred o Novatech, the mystery dechker appa hape o survive, the runners need o break out of confinement
ently decided o take advantage of the temporarily abandoned sys long encugh o send 4 message o the Transys deckers for help,
em and |uiced |t partway up for his own use. Inside the host, he also arclfor break out on thelr own, Naturally, on thelr way out they
found the dormant SK., which is a Fuchi comp war weapon. and man nick as much Renraku gear and paydata as possible,

aged to activare it with slightly different objectives
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HCK THREE: CROSS PURPOS

MOTOR CITY MADNESS

e Welcoms 10 The MegowWolch Sk, your source for all [he
news on the Blig Elght megacoms—oaofliciol and orhamwlse
opeak freely, bul play nicel

o [ne Mgl

o Big news out of Detalt, pecple Leonard Aurslius, the man
whiose daddy bullt Ares into what it s today, has apparently
actten hred of fighting Domien Knight for contral of the corp
He't bolled out ol Ares entiraly, sofd his stock and gong home
e Frtol-Fackin Hs1on

e What?|? Aurelius was the only one In that corp with a shred
the only thing
Kright in check Whal could Knight possioly hove an Aurehus

of human decency, and keaping Darmien
that would moke e back down'y

@ Meaon Somural

e Control of the comp. that's what, Even after Knight tos] con
1ol of the stock he got from Nadja Daviar ne stlll had the
board of directors under hig thurnb, Aurelus spent years plan-
rirg Bis lokeover atterapt in 41 and shll couldn™ oet rid of

Knight: ke knew there was no chance ke’ d ever displace

Knight completely. 50 he soid cul, cut his losses and rethed a
-._,-!'ar.:‘.- -11'_-.':'.|'_]||'- |.r. T

g Fooo

e Mo woy Auredius bos dedicated his lite 1o Dreaking Knight s
stranglahold on Ares. There's no way he'd back ouf unless
Kright forced him out, | wouldr't be surprdsed i Knight kid
ropped Adrelus’ wite ar ona of hig kids: ot s axactly the way
that swisted frogger lkes 1o oparcate

g MHaon Samaal

o ‘Wall whalever the reason  Aurellus is Ristory, I'm more intesr-
asled in he future. as in: who bought Aurelius out?

e EdgeRunmear

o Mothirg s baan officialy anrounced yat, bul Damien Krghl
wodld be o fool to lat an oppaortuniby ke this pass kim oy—and
2 fonl he ain'l, Expec! fo see him owning 45 parcen! of He
COMmpany Of 50 2y this firme next week.

o Plstol-Fackin® Riston

o It the stock Fit the open market, Knight would snap il U in O
nearfbeal, ond he's got the bankrall 1o afford 11 Bul | con' see
amewherg near that amount of tlack bitting the streaet WMy guess
i5, Aurebus tound a buyer (or uyars) and sold IF privately

e Thae Chromad Accountant

dallars and sense

It sall oo
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@ [f Knight did squeesse Aurelius off The boord, 1| makes sansa
Fe'd buy the stock directly In o private sale. to migke sure ha
doasn T et a singie share of it get away. Ao, It Neon s Susp-
ciong ae irue a direct sale 10 Knight eliminates the possibility
of a frlendly hird party buying the shares and holding them for
Auralus untl he wriggles out of Knight's trop. Of coursa, If
Auralius lell Tor some reason cthar Than coarcion by our friend
L, he d probably nove fied to find a buyer privately rathar
than et Knight grob any more of Ares than he's already gof
o AAAbacus
Caunt on me "

g My sources tell me Aurehus sold his stock to Arthur Vogel
e Allle

e Oh, sure A nas-Deen eco-freok cormes up with a tew billion
nuven o buy 20 percent of Ares—MNULL, Yoogel doesn T have
the tunding or the guls 1o go head-to-head with Damien
Eright, Or shoula | say. head-to-belr-buckia’!

B Skeats

e Don'l digmigs theiden so quickhy, Vogel may not hove that
kindd of cosh personally, but he has o lol of connections. A sur-
prising number ol environmental aclivists are buying  inte
vogel's new “reform the corps from the Inside” platom
izranted, there s no way he could rasa that much maoney mom
them, but they could ve given him a sfart. He may clso hoave an
I withy Mvaacdio Davicr and the Droco Foundation: they gave him
the seat on Ares” board In the first ploce and gave Serra, Inc. a
oig churk of change dght about the time Vogel took over, |can
see Daviar fleating Voge! the money o buy oul Aurelius just
ecouse It would forgque oft Knight. And If she starts woting
Gordlan's shares his wiay as well, Voge! becomes a bigger play
er within Ares than anyone else—Including Knight,

o AAADOCUE

TCount on me,”

o Whal aobout Cross Applled Technologles?
Cross has a big hate on for Ares, They'd probably love to gat
hold ol arny of Thetr malin compehtonr's stock.

o Edgeiiuanne

o Could be, but | don't think Cross can afford a purchase lik
that Knlght's wanted to taoke AT out for a long time, and |

they laid out that much cash o buy Ares stock, Ares could fun)

amund and take over Cross wholesale, Hell, Knight could
probably take over Cross now if Aras wanted 1o, I'm a e
sutprised ne hasn't doneit already

e Hopalong

Fadr alod man

e —



CROSS PURPOSES

o I've heard numaors about a blg virus that messed up some Gf
Renraku's computer systerms. They call f he "Babel wvirgs™
Cross's bast cyberdecks are called the Babel sanes: you think
thare's a connection? Maybe Cross aeveloped some Kind ol
naw supervings, and that's whot Knignt s afraid ol

8 Frookie

B Mo,
o Ronin

8 You sound pretty sure of yoursel Whnot go you know atout iF?
@ Frookie

o Let's just say | know the creator of the Babel vinus pesonal
ly. He dossn’t wark for Cross, of for anyona eise anyrmore.
o Rorin

o 5o there really 5 o Babel virus?
o Frockie

o Mot anyrmare.
8 [anin

o Getting bock to the polnt, what do you all think ol” Lennyl
do with all his spare tirme and money? Somehow, | don't sea
hHirm spending his retirement Hhy-tsning,

o leb

o | bet ha hooks up wifh another megacors. Maybe he'l join
Villlsrs and Movatech, the more Amearican megocaips there
are, the more competition thare will be for Knight, and Auralius
has gotta like that

8 Skeels

e | don't think Villers would let him, After surviving hwenty-five
yvears with Yamang and Nakatorm, the last thing he'll want s
to hook up with anather partner. Novatech is going 1o be
Villiers' batby all the way.

o koptain Krude

o Moybe Aurelius will join forces with Yamana ana Nakatami
ta rebulld Fuchl, They need a financial toos! fast, or Fuchi's
going to Implode. And the way the Tokyo Stock Exchange [l
last manth, Aurelus could Duy a Dig churk of amy JODanoc o
he wanted to, You'd think he'd lecm from Villlers example,
though. The Japanese don't hove much use for olther falks,

0 AAADbacus

“Count on me,”

o Are you kidding? If anyboedy In the corporate worla leaimnmed
from expeience, we d all be out of waork
@8 Hopalong

0]

WHAT'S GOING DOWN

In 2033, Damien Knight appeared out of nowhere and set the
business world on its ear. In the space of sixty-three seconds, A
sequence of expertly programmed stock transactions made
Knight the owner of 22 percent of Ares Macrotechnology, the
UCAS's largest corporation, Knight promptly convinced Ares
board of directors to make him CEQ and chalrman of the board
leaving former CEO Leonard Awurelius Dehind to pick up the
pieces. Since that day, Aurelius and Knight have warred for con-
trol of Ares, with neither able to gain a clear advantage. Today,
Knight's influence extends far bevond the Ares boardroom., with
his long-time friend Kyle Haefner occupying the Owval Office. He
still dominates Ares and s one of the most powerful men in the
world. But powerful men have enemies. and when those enemies
get together, even povaer il men can be vulnerable

This section describes the history of Ares Macrotechnology
and Cross Applied Technologies. rtwo corporations locked ina bit
ter strugale for power.

ARES MACROTECHNOLOGY HISTORY

The history of Ares Macrotechnology begins with the tore-
Micholas Aurelius of Detroir. A wealthy busi-
Aurellus sat on the board of the General Motors
Corporation and numerous other Detroit-area companies, some ol
which he owned, When the Shiawase decision of 2001 grantec
large corporations extraterricoriality, Aurelius immediately real
lzed that the Supreme Court had changed the future of business—

sight of ane man

TSNSV,

and he swiftly took advantage of it. Consolidating his control ove
a warlety of smaller businesses. he merged them inte Ares
Industries in 2002, With Tuck and business acumen—and, accord
ing to some versions of the story, no small amount of corpora
esplonage—Aurelius began to bulld Ares into a corporate glant
He was percelved as a gambler, but his gambles usually won big
By 2012, Ares had already grown large enough 1o become :
founder of the Inter-Corporate Coundcll, the foreranner of the mod
ern Corporate Court.

The gamble that set the pace for Ares future growth came [r
2016, when the Linited States government found itsell toteering or
the brink of bankruptey in the wake of the Ghost Dance Rebellion
Recognizing the hefvy profits to e made by taking over govern
ment programs on which so many corporations depended. and
Interested in expanding into the aerospace field, Aurelius offere
toy by the entire LS. space program. At the time. space explo
ration was not @ high priority for the United States, which was stil
dealing with the aftermath of the Ghost Dance Rebellion, the VITA!
epidemic and the realities of trying o govern in a magicall
Awakened world. Desperately needing money for more pressing
concerns, President Jesse Gamety pushed the Ares agreemen
through Congress In August of 2016, The LS. space program
including ground-based facilities, vehicles and orbital equipment
belonged o Ares Industries, though Aurelius agreed to return por
tions of the equipment w the LIS, government in 2055,

Aurelius had mortgaged virtually all of Ares Industnes i
order to make the MNASA purchase, and industry experts believes
he had finally pushed his luck too far Undeterred. Aurelius bega
an ambitous program of salvaging defunct, abandoned or los
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satellites and orbitat equipment. Ares shurtles plucked the satellives
frovm skl i resburned them to the Freediont space station, whose
dlecaying ot Ares had stabilized shortly aker acquiring . On
Freectorm, the satellites were examined and particularly mreresting
comvpearenls andlyred, copied or simply Kept for Ares’ own use
Ares returmed st ol the equipment oo original owners

o wr
ey ol privates corparations and natanal sovernments—in retuin for

it Ssulpatantid sabvase fee, The omeners got a chance mo reuse valualie

cerrr it aned sureeillance equipment koroa tiaction of the:

COST ol purchasing nesw wedr while Ares had a steady infux of cash
aned e mmalerialy—inc luching o great deal of unregistered military
foar iy research labs, Evenrually Ares acded regularly
seheiuled oone hess ol nesw eopuiprment into arbit and soon domi

NFRRES R AR

natec] the revilalized spece indasing

Michabas Aumeines continued buving other corporations tha
miacder o wooo matchowath Ares” existing businesses, and his luck
cornlirect toy teoled, By 2008 Ares Industnes had become one ol
thes fernn larsgestr corporations i the waorld In that same year Aies
Py camristrac fioony oob s s arfaital plackorm, A padio, and moseed
st of il oiiatal operatons there rom Freedom over the nex
I 2020

Frarile o Sanbeerbane

the Furich
reranied] the
Surc [y Chibedad. The Gowpcane Conre redacarec o £ unich-Orbital i

e T S T Ares sold  freedom o

Ciesrries s bad wihie b 1Al
e internaticnal

Fesiclepartegs o e st @088 Ares continged 1o enlarge

ACRAA cnd FAue b Giesrmemescbal oo  dis

anel vesedopy s Ao ariatdd plattorm, eventually. renaning il

Dawechelis, o} e s posiion as che world's leading
i R bt Y IS R R IR TR MR

Surehas roimtanedd neere conerol of Avres Industries. thowuagh
Fos e savars pront adsearys o dhie cop o the cotporation’ s letier
Fesanl o AOES B Dpethy sl the CHOY s chair 1o baarcet messn
ey Soderbusag Togika e o ettort fo reduce siress inohes lite: Tagika
reparniesd Hhes corpoaratioon Aress SMacrocechnolosy in 2024 and our
g s shon ] benore contimea Thie corporatian s seady gronth
Thcmanthy plepses) to omgea 1t hise corporabion could outlive firn,
At soont retalieegt Tt bregosiley oo by Bappey on she corpsora
tron s Bevered wnnbional Taeies e charse He rerurned  as chadnimain
wied RS2 i AU2E, sl an oimie 1o gl Ares chrough the Crash of
L arnd s nehiaee altereffocts. This beat sapped much ot has
rEr st ererans e venresb o A0S thisstime ber aood, His son

Lesorrard ovenie evvern o bvnrerran aned €40

Thagh somess hal e
carpree g lbive Phsar fus Lathwer, Eesopnardd provves) & compaetent leadle
wd sewesrreed rewey 1o ot Ares seroaeth and poospe ity well

(TN R TRREETRE S Al FATRTS P

i S ieveesgerr— dhre sarrne sear thar Bicholas A urelius s

bt G Ladag Tt aerad k—everytineg changed for Aress oweith
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ECROSS PURPOSES

apparent ease with which he had obtained 50 much stock. agreed—
much to the dismay of Lecnard Aurelius. Knighe gained control of
meRacorporation on that day, but he also made a likelong enemy,

Dunkelzahn also became a major shareholder in Ares during
the: Manosecond Buyout, though he concealed his involvermnent
behind a holding company named Gavilan Ventures, Dunkelzahn
used Cavilan Ventures' shares OF Ares 1o help Knight maincain
contral of the corporation, Both Knight and Aurelivs  owned
roushly £2 percent of Ares, and Gavilan/Dunketzahn owned 12
percent more—nol enough e g@ive either party complete contral
of the corp. but enough [ swing mosl decisions the  way
Dunkelzahn wanted them o go. The dragon occasionally claimed
sorme compensation hor his elforts, most notably when he induced
Ares toosefl him VisionQuoest Entedainment in JO37

Knight led Ares to even greater heiehis of prosperioy than it
had previoushy seen, In addition o the continued success of
AresSpace, Koight mace the Ares Armis division a primary. maon
cymaker, created the successtul  Knight Errant
Security division and greatly expanded Ares international apena
tens, In the meantime, Leanard Aurelius remained on the board

of directors and rried 1o reclaim his position as chairman and CEQ

L HIIIIIZIIJH|'l,'

by fair Freans or foul. His complex maze of shell comporations and
skilled proxy manipulation cosbibed him to @ain o partial success
i 204
Unfortunately, Aurelius didn't have enoush leverage to @el him
sell vored in, and the Board elecwed former CEC Sakehisa Tajika as
the new chairman. Kinght remained CEO and took over (he chal
man s seat again i 2043 amid increasing evidence of Tajlka's
senility. Several mione voars passed betore Aurelius Hied again s
2049, he successlully voted Knight out of the chalimaan's positon
Adin and ook it over himsell However Enight held on 1o his
position as CECO thiough the intervention of Dunkelsaluy, who

when Knight was woted out of the chairman’s sear

wooted his shares of Gevilan Ventures in such a way as o keep
Knight CEO amd Leciarel Avrelius - as chaitman. Whatever s
mtive, fthe effect was e prresent eithar mran o atrrtong full
cantrol of the corporation. Thaeir rivalny moved 10 other aoeas, and
shadowruns within Ares laecoame commanplace, prarticularly o
[2etroat, The corporation s et major challenge. o, J o
bit farther west, 11 Chic i

Bugs and Dragons

In the eardy 20504, rumaors of the mvsterioos eottios kiown
A5 INSECC SPies besan to surface. and Daomicn Kolghis—possibly
acting on the achace o Dunkelzahi
I SOLFCEs

clires tesct Aores)
055

agents discovercd eviddenoe ol the larsest insec b spirit hive knoawn

Clue by

foawared nvesligating  chose rumors. In A
o date, located oo the edsae of & South Side Chilcases neie blor-
hewd O August 22, Kolght Brrant troops attacled e hive,
Linfortunately, the rad merely anleashed  the [y spairits on
Chicago s unwitting population. The LICAS wosernnwene ouickly
moved o quatantine the attected ared under Hwe peetense that i

Wk Contanmng o ress ontbresk ol the VITAS plasue. and Knisthe
Errant troops shoulitered mose ob the iesponsdahity (o guarding
the sa callesg) Comtairren

Sone Duidr o secoodd st iy aarhy

October, Ades Torees detanated o sulilac lwal nucdedr weapon

wCh the e ve However this assaialt promdedd ter rreses s
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cessful than the previous ane. In the walke of this second Fallure,
Knight Errant and UCAS troops retreated outside the Containment
Zone, leaving those within It to thelr fate

Predictably. the truth about Chicage soon emerged and pro-
voked something of a backlash against Ares, Though some
applauded Ares and Knighe Errant for trving o destroy the insect
spirits. many felt that Ares had acted irresponsibly in attacking e
hive without warning the local population, Ares’ repulation ool
another knock when Knighe Erant troops responsible for policing
Ares’ hometown of Detroit brutally put down riots ebween
Detroit natives and Chicago refugees. No formal charges were
filed, but the Incidents left a stain on Ares’ public image, The
LICAS government attempted to tale advantage of the situation
by demanding that Ares return certain orbiral assers. as the cor-
poration had agreed o do when it bought NASA in 2016, Ares
pointed out that it had promised to return the equipment o the
government of the Unired States of America, which no longer
existed, The UCAS countered that, because they had taken
responsibility for the United States’ debts, they also had a right to
debts owed to the LIS A The CAS also laid claim to the space
equipment, as most of the facilities in question were located with-
In its territory, Of course, Damien Knight had no intention of cut-
ting Into AresSpace’s profits by giving anything it owned to any-
one, and he fought hard on his native battleficld—the corporate
boardroom and the courts. After several years of Insanely coam.-
plex and hideously expensive litigation, both national govern-
ments let the matter drop.,

Damien Knight also played a role in the special presidential
election of 2057, strongly supporting the Dunkelzahn/Kyle
Haeffner ticket. Haeffner, the vice-presidential nominee, was a
former lawyer and philanthropist from Boston who had apparent-
Iy known Knight for years, Knight and Ares spent a grear deal of
money promoting Dunkelzahn’s campaign and contributed great-
ly ta the dragon's victory. After Dunkelzahn's assassination,
Knight Errant stepped in to help suppress the riots that racked the
UCAS as news of the dragon’s death spread, Kyle Haefmer, newly
swarn in as president, knew that the UCAS military and Mational
Guard couid not contain the riots without assistance and eagerly
accepted Ares’ help. In a marked change from their bebavior in
Detroic a few years earlier, the Knight Errant arel Ares Arms troops
put down the riots efficiently and without needless violence, earn-
ing a debt of gratitude from the LUCAS government and remaoving
almost all traces of anti-Ares feeling in the LUCAS,

In the aftermath of Dunkelzahn’s assassination, anather sigrif-
icant event went almost unnoticed by those outside Ares, Nadja
Daviar, Dunkelzahn's former translator and recently sworn inoas
wvice president of the UCAS, inherited Gavilan Ventures—and the
Ares stock it controlled—tfrom the dead dragon. Leonard Aurelius,
knowing that Daviar despised Knight, thought he had finally found
his chance to supplant Knight as Ares’ CEQ, But before he could
approach her, Daviar signed the proxy rights for the Gavilan stock
over o Knight for a two-year period, Her reasons remain unclear,
though rumor has € that Knight either blackmailed Daviar o
threatened someone close to her, With personal control over 34
percent of Ares wvoling stock, Knight deposed Aurelius from his
position as chalrman of the board—this time for good.

. CRODSS PURPODSES

Despite his effective lock on the Ares board. Knight still had
ather problems to contend with, among them the Chicago situa-
tion, As time drageed on, the bugs showed no signs of going
away, and the continued defense of the Contalnment Zone was
costing Ares milllons of nuyen. Knight also believed thar some
Insect spirits had managed to escape rthe LContainment lone,
deteating the purpose of the quarantine, The Lhicago blockade
soon became licdle more than an expensive exercise in public rels-
fions. and Knight badly wanted a swilt way to end it without
appearing to simply abandon Chicago to the bugs, In late 2057
Ares labs provided what looked like the proverbial magic bullet
Strain I-Beta. an astral bacteria that feeds on astrally active enti-
ties, In February of 2058, Knight Errant troops entered Chicago
with tanker trucks full of Strain [11-Beta and the heaviest armament
Ares Arms could produce. The troops used the astral-enersy-eat-
ing bacteria to weaken the insect spirits, then attacked them with
conventional weaponry, ARer less than twelve hours,  Ares
declared the Containment Zone clean and pulled its troops out of
Chicago, leaving a surprised UCAS government to pick up the
pleces,

Anather potential problem came with the arrival of Arthur
Vogel on Ares’ board of directon, courtesy of Dunketzahn's will,
Vogel, an ecologlcal activist, successtul trial attorney and former
presidential candidate, was one of the last people Knight expect-
ed to.end up in such a position, and he has yvet to make up his
mind how to deal with the man. While Yogel initally had Htelhe vot-
ing power within Ares, he was a popular public figure whose
apinions carried considerable weight with many people—particus
larly with certain ecological arganizations on the fringe of legality
Vogel also served as president of Sierma, Inc., a mainstream envi-
ronmentalist group that began 1o show a harder edge after Vogel
roole charge. Like any major megacorporation, Ares has een
guiley of its share of "environmentally Incorrect” practices, and
Knight has yet to discern just how much trouble Vogel might give
him about those indiscretions. Thus far, however, Vogel has made
no bold moves or demands. giving rise 1o rumors in some cco
activist circles that the dwart has “=old out” o the corporate
establishment he so recently joined.

Double Cross

When Damien Knight first appeared on the scene, Leonard
Aurclius wanted nothing more than to regain control of Ares,
After losing control of the corporation for the second time. he
became obsessed with destroying Damien Knight by any means
necessary, even iF that meant sacrificing Ares. Knight's control of
the Ares board and powerful allles in the LICAS government,
however, made Aurelius’ revenge seem almost impossible—until
2059, when Aurelius began Implementing a plan to sidestep both
those factors.

Autelius had kept a careful eye on Richard Villiers” operations
in Boston, and he came to believe that Villiers had the rizht idea
in escaping Fuchi s boardroom battles by starting his own compa-
my. Determined to reproduce Villlers” apparent success, Aurelius
began looking for smaller corporations to take over privately, hop-
ing o gradually builel a rival g Ares. The formal announcement of
Nowvatech's existence in October of 2059 complicated matters for
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Aurelius, however; freed from the need to hide his acquisitions
Villers began snapping up prime companies throughout North
Ametlca, and those not bought vy MNovatech ralsed thelr defenses
to remain Independent. Aurelius soon realized that slowly build-
ing a viable rival to Ares was no longer an aption; if he wanted to
oppose Knishe. he would have 1o act quickly.

Aurelius found a perfecet ally in D Ludien Cross of Cross
Applied
feunder' s expertise and a rfch beguest frem Dunkelzahn, CATCo

fechnolosies. Though a rsing  star courtesy  of s

still needed a major influx of cash in order o ecome a top-ter
megacorparation. Aurelius had the funds (o make CATCo a con
ender, Cross dlso had reason to hate Knight as fercely as Aurelius
did and s0 was lkely 10 give Aurelius o bearing, Ta Aurefius sur
prise, Cross inttially rejected his offer, believing [t was some sarl
af ploy by Knishe, The following day, Aurelius sold all of his stock
In Ares Macrotechnology, an act that went a long way towarc
comvincing Cross of his sincenty, After an intensive week of back-
ream meetings, extended surveillance by Seraphim agents, mag
lcal mind probes and high-stakes bargalning, Aurelius became a
minerity partier in CATCo, Cress still held a majority of the stock,
but hie bought Aurelus’ Bankrall and his insights into Damien
Krght, At about the same thme, Information ferreted out by the
Seraphim enabled Cross o Dlackmail his way onto the Corporate
Court; In Aprdl of 2000, alter the death of Renraku's Mavroz
Chanclaria, ¥Ywves Aquillon of CATCo was chosen as the next Court
[ustice. This achlievement made CATCo a true AAA megacorp and
broughi the number of corporations represented on the Court o
AN ewen ten

Aurelius did not leave Ares quiedy, however, His father built
the corporation up rom nothing, and Aurelius refused to et
Knlght have [t without a fight, Rather than selling his stock on the
ppen market, he sold It privately to the man he believed most
likely 1o make lite miserable for Knight—~Arthur Vogel Aurelius
holdings. added to the shares VMogel inherited from Dunkelzahn,
gave Vogel a slightly higher percentage of Ares stock than Knlght.
Enight s control of che Gavilan Ventures shares expired in Augus
of 2059, so0 Vogel s quiet stock purchase later that year posed a
potential threat to Knight's control of the corporation. 5o far,
Vogel has made no attempis to aust Knight from his positon as
chairman or CEC, but he may change his mind at any time, Should
Vogel team up with Daviar and her Gavilan Mentures stock, thei
combined wvoting power might make things wery difficult for
Knight. Keenly aware of this, Knight has been scrambling to pre
pare a defense In case the wo move againsl him. Ares may
appeear Catrm on the surlace, but the ensions deep within the cor
paration may yel erupt inany number of ways.

CROSS APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES HISTORY

Damien Knight's Manosecond Buyout made some men rich
whoy hac never touched the stock market. Among them was
Lucien Cross, a young programming genius from Quebec. Cross
was 4 computer expert with the “investigative research” divi-
sion—anafher name for in-house corporate spies-—of Acquisition
Technologies. As David Gavilan. Knight had worked with Cross on
ramerous projects for Acquisition Technologies. The two had a
great deal ol respect for each others programming abilities, and

when Cavilan/Knight began planning the Manosecono Buyout, he
contacted Cross and inviced Bim in on the deal

Though Cross approved of the idea behing the Ares buyout,
he had no interest in attaching himself to an existing corporation,
Instead, he planned o start his own company with the Income
gainicd from Knight's operation. Rather than risking any of his own
money in the stock manipulations, he preferred payment directly
from Knight after the buyout was completed, Cross had seen too
many others burned by Knight's tickery, however, and decided (o
prepare a little insurance in case Knlght mied to renege on their
agreement, Cross had saved copies of the orlginal records kept by
the Acquisition Technologies ream that creared the code for the
buyout—records that clearly demonstrated the Involvement ofF
one David Gavilan in the venture and included details of how it
was accomplished. Cross also had copies of Gavilan™s personnel
records from AT, pulled from the company's files. If Knight tried
to cheat Cross, Cross intended to make sure that Knight would at
least go down with him,

Whether or not knight originally planned a double-cross, he
stuck to his bargain. paying Cross an enormous commission for
his assistance in planning and programming the Nanosecond
Buyout. Cross, in wrn, kept quiet about Knight's history, though
he saved his "insurance policy” for a rainy day. The mere fact that
he had helped Knight sel up the Nanosecond Buyout, however,
made him a threat ta Knight's operations; as the only individual
with precise knowledae of how the feal was accomplished,
Lucien Crass was in a unigue position 1o pull something similar on
Krdstht or Ares, should he ever choose to do so. Knight reviewed
his options and bided his time, walting 10 see what Cross would
do before deciding how (o deal with him,

After parting company with Knight on paolite, i not particu
larly trusting, terms, Cross began 1o acquire stock in several care-
lully chosen high-technology companies. He first obtalned con-
trolling stock in a group of small, Innovative hardware and soft-
ware developers, merging them under the Cross Matrix
Technologies umbrella. Depending on the company's nature, he
sometimes ook an active role in determining its development
priorities; other times. he leit the smaller company's original
founders alone to their creative work, providing funding without
interference. While building this technological empire. Cross also
began developing his own team of shadow operatives, He used
his contacts from his own days as a corporate spook to track down
and recruit the best and brightest to his company. paying hand-
somely for their expertise, The great dragon Dunkelzabn, alse
involved in the Nanosecond Buyout, quictly began investing
monies In various aspects of Cross Technologies in order to foster
the corporation’s waork: his interest 0 the corporation and (1S
founder would not become public knowledse, however, until the
publication of his last will and testament some years later.

With selected Infusions of cash from a great dragon, a highly
skilled Intelligence division, Québec’s favorable tax structure and
closed market andd his own excellent management skills, Cross's
young comoration began to grow quickly. By 2050, Cross
Applied Technologies [CATCo) had expanded into cyberware and
biomedical research, consumer elecironics and entertalnment. as
well as greatly enlarging the corporation’s core business of Matrix

HLOOOD IN THE BOARDROODIN



development. The skills of Cross’s intelligence operatives, the so-
called Seraphim. often enabled CATCo ta usurp other companies’
cutting-edge research anc produce linished products before the
original inventors could do so. The Seraphim also provided time-
Iy stock market Information o assist Cross in hostile takeowers,
and were not above doing saome manipulation of their own—Iin
stock prices and other areas. Among other things, the Seraphim
dug up personal information on mare than one influential corpo-
rate board member that helped smooth the way for CATCo
takeovers and expansions. Though not approaching AAA status,
by 2054 CATCo had become a solid third-tier corporation and was
moving rapicly toward the second tier. Damien Knight watched
these developments with interest and quietly made plans o
elther co-opt Cross or eliminate him should his corporation srow
large enough to threaten Ares’ Interests.

In 2053, Cross ook one aof his company’s expansions a lictle
too far. With a combination of stock manipulation, subtle threats
and a well-timed shadowrun, Cross Biomedical took contral of a
Buffalo, New Yorlk-based company called Bioleve, One of the frst
companies to produce commercially viable bioware, Bioleve was
a significant acquisition for Cross, Through a sedes of shell com-
panies. howewver, I belonged (o Damien Knight and Ares. Knighe,
furious at having one of his price subsidiaries snatched out from
under his nose, expressed his displeasure to Lucien Cross in no
uncertaln rerms. Cross apoloaized, butl he clearly had no intention
of returning Bioleve to Ares or compensating Knight for ils loss.
When Cross falled to back down alter a serles of increasingly bla-
tant threats, Knight decided that Cross had become more trouble
than he was worth and hired a freclance assassin o kill him.

The assassination attempl nearly succecded: only the willing-
ness of Cross’s Seraphim bodyguards to take a bullet for him
saved him from death,. Within minutes of the attack, Darmien
Knight received his second unpleasant suiprise: a brief. coldly
worded message from Dunkelzahn, telling him o leave Cross
alone or face the consequences. Cross's own threat to expose
Knight's true identity, following an the heels of the dragon’s pro
nouncement, came as something of an anticlimax. Unwilling to
make an implacable enemy of the powerful and wealthy great
dragon, Knight backed down

For the nest few years, the rivalry bebween Knight and Cross
expressed tsell through increasingly brutal business competition.
Cross took particular delight in stealing or destroyving  Ares
research and set more than half of his Seraphim worldwice (o
work on Ares-refated projects. Though grossly inferior to Ares In
size and manpower, Cross made up for these disadvantages by
manipulating Cuébec's draconian anti-competition laws (o the
hilt, He also placed several members of the Seraphim chroughout
the Québec government, turning the already slow and expensive
process of legal competition with CATCo into a red-tape night
mare. Ares also found if more difficult than expected o make
inroads Into illesal markets because the Seraphim, though fewer
In number than Ares operatives, proved just as effective.

With Dunkelzahn's death, the Seraphim once again found
themselves protecting thelr boss agalnst Damien Knight's assassi
nation artermpts. Since Avgust of 2057, Cross has survived three
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difterent near-fatal accidents; though none left evidence seong
enough to bring to law-enforcement authorities, Cross Dellows
that Knight engineered them. Determined o win oul over higs
ocnetime colleague, Cross has beefed up his own security and 5
intensifying shadow operations against Ares holdings wherewg
he can reach them

THE PLAYERS

This section describes the corporatons and the major noe
player characters who play 4 part in the Ares track of the Blood in
the Boardroom story line, outlining their roles, motivations ard
plans. The gamemaster can use these characters in the adveniure
prosvicled in this section or as background materal for other shag:
owruns Involving the world of the megacorps.

ARES MACROTECHNOLOGY
President/CEQ: Damien Knight
Headquarters: Detroit, Michigan, UCAS

Business Profile:

The largest corporation In the UCAS, and the only Nonk
American AAA megacorp untll Movartech's sudden rise 1o powe
Ares Macrotechnology prides itself on Its reputation as a defend
er of the general public and has spent a great deal of effort fand
money promating that Image. The comp’s assistance in putting
down the riots after Dunkelzahn's assassination Improved Afes
reputation, and its apparent clearing of insect spirits rom Chicago
seems to have done the same—at least tor those living oulslde
the: former Chicago Contalnment Zone.

In addition to its best-known divisions—Ares Arms,
Aresspace and Knight Emant—Ares supports a diverse range of
business interests typical of a large megacorporation. Areas in
which Ares has significant investments include entertainment,
computer hardware and sohfware, communications systems and
growing magical research division

Damicn Knight

Passibly the most powerful man in North Amerlca. and cer
tainly one of the most dangerous o oppose,. Damien Knight
insplres respect In his enemies and fear In his friends. Knight Is]
inargually brilliant—he Fequently played chess with Dunkelzahn |
and sometimes won—>but owes his position o his utter ruthless
ness as much as to his native cunning and mastery of mind |
games. Knight will seize any advantage and use every angle, and’
belleves wholeheartedly in kicking a man when he's down
Despite his current difficulties within Ares, Knight has supreme:
conficdlence in his ability to keep finm control aver his corporacion
Dragons. scheming colleagues and the deadllest computer vins
ever known have not een able to stop him—why should he fear
ANYONE of anything else?

Arthur Vogel

Two years ago, Arthur "."1]-5{"[ was an ecological lawyer and an |
alsa-ran presidential candidate. Today, he's the majority sharehok:
e of one of the largest corporations in the world and a board mem: |
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ber af Slera, Inc., one of the oldest and largest pro-environment
groups. Question marles surround Vogel ot this slage of his career

I= he still an environmental activist, Or has he sold out? Will he try
o reverse Ares Macrotechnology's history of environmental dam
age, or has his newfound positon ds 4 Board member changed his
milnd 7 And just where did be find the few billion nusen with which
he bought Leonard Aurellus's stock In Ares? Vogel [sn 1l answering
any of these questions, but he is asking & ot of his own, MNow that
he wields more clout on the Ares boared, he's been carefully exam
""i".'ﬂ all major proposals fear thesir enpvironrmental brmpaact, Lauit T e
to take any bolder action. His supporers say he |5 simply being cau-
ticus, making sure he has all his ducks In a row before taking on the
formidalxe Damien Knight in anything like an open conflice, His
detractors see this go-slow approach a5 an excuse to do nothing
while his bank account gronws courtesy of business as usual at Ares
Macrotech, Relations becween Knighe and Vogel appear neutral for
the moment, with Vogel clearty wary of crossing $onight and Knight
unsure what to make of “this greenhead dwarf lawyer I've been
sadelled with, " By all accounts, however, the owao men work togeth-
er as well as anyone else on the Ares board, If 'u"-.'JHPI intends to
make trouble for Knight, as Leonard Aurelius clearly hoped he

wolld, be is keeping any such plans heavily under wraps

Karen King

The supervising vice president of Ares Seattle, King earned
her position By impressing Damien knight in the only way that
mattercod—NUby ruthlessly crushing everyone who stood in her way
A young-looking fifty, King has headed up Ares Seartle for more
than ten years and is looking for an apportunity to move up the
corporate ladder knight has dreat confidence In her and rarely
visits Seattle to check an ber wark: unfortunacely for her, this also
means king has fewer chances than other Ares execs to Impress
KEnight directly. She has begun to take more chances with her
lpcal aperations, haping that one af her successful mambles will
catch Knight's eye. Her particular focus at the moment s on Cross
Advanced A Seattle-based division of CATCo. She
eipected to quickly overcome CAE, unrl just recently led by the
dangerously inexperenced Bernard Cross. However, CAE some-
how heldd its own, and now that the corp is once agaln under firm

leaclership, the stakes are growing hisher as the confict between
the e companies heats up

Electranics,

IF Knight notices the campaign
against CAE and finds it unnecessarily costly, King might well lose
her job. Knowing this, she is seeking an opening to secure victo:
iy Deftore the situation @ets out of hand

CROSS APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
President /CEO: Dy, Lucien Cross
Headquarters: Montreal, Cuchbes

Business Profile:

The largest corparation in Québec, CATCo is often held up by
e Québsecols government as proof that their seringent anti-com
petition laws work for the sood of the country. The Fact that most
of the corp's facilities are outside of Quebec, and that no other
carporation has come close to CATCo's success, appears not to
altect this opinion, Québec's policies have certalnly worked (o
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CATCo's advantage, particularly in protecting the corporation
from competition with rivals such as Ares. Stiff tariffs on import-
ed computer products give Cross Matrix Technologies a huge
market advantage In Québec, Unlike many ol Its local competi-
tors, however, CATCo has not taken advantage of this captive
audience by releasing shoddy products. As a result, CATCo soft-
ware has become increasingly popular worldwide.

Medical products and services, cyberware, bioware, elec-
tronics, consumer goods and entertainment media are some of
the other fields in which CATCo has established divisions, Most
branches of CATCo concentrate more on research than produc-
tion, preferring to license their designs o the highest bidder and
watch the royalties roll in. With the added funding provided by
Leanard Aurelius’'s arrival, CATCo expects to be expanding even
further in the near future,

Lucien Cross, Ph.D.

Luclen Cross shows no signs of slowing down as he approach
es his seventieth birthday. A skilled programmer and system design
er, he still personally oversees the operations of Cross Matrix
Technologies, He holds weekly teleconferences with his division
heads and visits every major CATCo facility at least once per quarter,
Polite to a fault, he drives a hard bargain withoul ever ralsing his
voice, and he never forgets a favor—or a grudge, He usually works
at least ten hours a day and gives his best to his employees and his
company. His employees call him "Old Stone-Face,” but have the
utmost respect for him—not least because of his formidable ability
tor bwist every nuance of Quidbec law to CATCo s advantage

Leonard Aurellus

Leonard Aurelius lived maost of his life in the shadow of his
Famaous and domineering father, Nicholas. Though the clder
Aurelius died less than a year after retiring. his shadow seemed 1o
hover aver everything Leonard did at Ares. Worried about losing
what his father had worked so hard to gain, Aurelius proved (o be
a conservative leader, though an intelligent one, Damien Knight's
partial takeover of Ares was a huge blow to Aurelius personally;
he felr as though he had falled his father, and spent years trying to
regain control of Ares because he knew Nicholas would have
wanted it that way. After an explosive argurment with his
youngest daughter, however, Leonard realized how completely
his father's legacy had controlled his course; he became deter-
mined to live his own life and leave his father's ghost behind.
Maoving from Ares to CATCo has endowed him with a gratitying
sense of freedom, and he seems more willing o take chances
now: He stll harbors hopes of reclaiming Ares one day_ but only
on his own terms: if destroying Damien Knight means giving up
that hope, he is willing to do so.

Bernard Cross

Until recently, Lucien Cross’s nephew Bernard headed up
Seartle-based Cross Advanced Electronics. In 2050, he misread a
takeover ploy by Mitsuhama and almaost lost the entire division;
only the arrival of a few of the elite Seraphim agents. who
resofved the situation in a direct {and bloody) manner, sawved
Bernard's bacon and his job. Never particularly decisive to begin
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with, Bernard was terrified by his mistalee, which nearly got him
leillesct as well as costing CATCo dearly. He became so hearful ol
raking another errar that any decision welghtier than “Rogueton
o Brie?" was beyond him, Though rechnically remaining in charse
of his division, Bernard relied on his uncle’s Seraphim agents o
most of the dally dedisions required o keep the company o
course, The Cross famlly name seems to have: been the most
important factor keeping him employed; evidence of his ulter
incompetence sooan became so egregious that he was recalled to
Maontreal in 2061

jezebel Sumratean

The leader of the Seattle branch of the Seraphim. Sumateau is
a physical adept and also served as the real head of Cross
Advanced Electronics until Bernard Cross s recall and the arrival of
Raymond Briggs (see Double Crossover, p. Ol She began he
career as one of Lucien Cross's hand-picked agents, specializing
in imvestigation, physical intrusion and theft; various ramors alsc
tagged her as Cross’s mistress. Sumateau was with Cross when
Knight's assassin attacked in 2053, and she took a bullet in her
spine to save her employer. Though paralyzed from the walst
down, she refused invasive surgeny or cyberware to remove the
buller and has spent the past eight years ina high-tech wheelchair,

Aware thal Surrateau’s tactical brilliance equaled her lost
physical gifts, Lucien Cross sent her to Seattle when his nephew
Bernard Degan to get in over his head, Her take-charge attitude
put her firmly in control of Cross Advanced Electronics and kept
Karen King of Ares Seattle from gaining much ground on CALE
Few people outside CAE know who she is, and while runming the
division she olen handled "Ms. |ohnson™ dulies when deniable
shadow assets were necessary. Surrateau is at least a Grade £ ini
tlate and has been working hard to learn new adept abilities that
her parabysis will not hinoer

Her latest coup enabled the Seraphim to take over a portion of
Dunkelzahn's tormidable shadow network—a web of contacts, Rx-
ers. runners and spies so secrethve that even many of its own mem-
bers had no idea they were working for a dragon. Surrateau s deal-
ings with one such membern a runner named Hawke who turned
against his former employer aver the deach ot a friend, brought pars
of the Seattle-arca noebworle under the conteol of the Seraphim

SIERRA, INC.
President: Gary Grey
Headquarters: Sacramento, California Free State

Organizational Profile:

With its orgins stretching well back into the twentieth century,
Slerra Is one of the oldest and—unti] recenthy—most mamnstream
enviconmental organizations. It promotes ts policies  prirmarly
through petitions, lawsuits, peacehil resistance and low-pressare
fundraising, which gives the group a much larger mermbership base
than any other environmental orsganization. More L
groups often accuse Sierra of being a corporate front that prirmarily
helps its members feel “environmentally correct™ withour actually
doing anything to help save the Earth, Some people voiced these
susplcions more loudly alter Dunkelzahn's death, when Arthur
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Vogel became the president of Siema and a member of Ares
Macrorechnology s board of directors within the space of a year.
Passibly In rTesponse to the rumors, Vogel began moving the
organization towarcd a maore militant pro-environment poscure,
though still far short of the “eco-tage” tactics practiced by groups
e Creen War, Membership figures remained about the same
during Yogel s two-year tenure at Sierra. but the group's activities
began to include more public protests and fewer lecer-writing
campaigns. Gary Grey, Vogel's former running mate, took over as
Sterra’s president shortly after Vogel became a majority share-
halder in Ares; the direction in which he will lead Sierra remains
ter bee seen, Vosel still holds his seat on Sierra’s board of directors,
which leads many members to wonder just how fercely Sierra will

pursue the megacors.

ADVENTURE FRAMEWORKS

This secrion presents seseral adventures (o an owlficee Formal
for the gamemaster o develap and use. All of the frameworks
draw upon the background material and  major  characrers
described In this track.

DOUBLE CROSSOVER
Fremise

Raymond Brigas is the vice president of Ares Seatfle’s
Consumer Electronics division, His father. Willlam Briggs, is the
executive VI of Ares Global Enreftainment—and is about o follow
his old friend Leonard Aurefius to Cross Applied Technologies.
William wants his son out of Ares to avoid reprisals for his own
departure, and Lucien Cross wants a good manager to repiace his
nephew Bernard at Cross Advanced Electronics. William can trisk
telling his son about his own defection because Knight's peaople
might get wind of it. His only choice is to have his son extracted
hom Ares Seattle at the same time that he leaves Ares Detroit

Setup

|ezebel Surrateai hives the runners to extract Raymond Brigas
from Ares. Raymond warks on the top foor of Ares’ Bellevue
pffices and lives just a few miles away In an Ares-owned neigh-
Borhood o the exclusive Beaux Arts district. A high-speed mono-
rail conneces the executive residences with the office building.
and security 1s wvery fight on both ends. Howewver, Surrateau
ithrough William Brigas) can provide the runners with several
back doors Into the Matrix systems of the office building and the
monoail contral center. The pay is high. as befits the extraction of
4 high-ranking executive. The ran must e completed within a
wesek, and Rayrmond Briggs must not e injured during the exirac-
gon. Surrateau also insists that one of her people, an Amertndian
samural named Goliath, 2o along on the run. Goliath is a Seraphim
agperative, there o keep Raymond sate and to make sure that
events in Seattle and Detroit ocour more or less i sync.,

Event |

The extraction is difficult. but not impossible, Security at Ares
headquarters is understandably tight and includes some of Knight
Errant s best men, but the back doors provided by Briggs 5S¢ prove

exfremely helphul, Surrateau has scheduled another operation
ddainst an Ares facility around the same time as the extraction,

which should help distract bullding securlty, Raymond Briggs is
young and fit by management standards and spent some years on
Ares’ competitive tae kwon do team: he will Aight the extraction
fairly well for a civillan, but the runners should manage to subdue
or rrandgullize him and get him out salely

Event 2

Some time during the escape. or when the runners reach
their sake house, Rayvmond unoborusiyvely Dreaks his Matinam
DocWagon wristband, quletly summoning a DocWagon High
I'hreat Response team o his aid. Tracking Raymond by the locator
in the wristband, the DocWagon team assumes the worst in a
“hand rupture alert” situation and amives loaded far bear. If they
discover that Raymond s being held hostage, they will immedi-
atedy alert Lone Star. While the Star might not be terribly anxious
o come o the ald of an Ares employees, Ares will receive word
of the Incident from DocWagon and will dispatch a Knight Errant
ream o retrieve Rayimond. The runners must dicch the DocWagon
rracer bracelet and make sood thelr escapes.

Event 3

The runners bring Raymond o Sumateau, who immediately puts
a relecom call through o his father so that the elder Brigas can let
his son know what's going on. Raymond has a surprise for his father;
he has been married for six months and his wifie (s still at thelr house
in Beaux Arts. Raymond didnt tell his tather about the marrage
ecause his wike is an ork and he knew his father wouldn't approve.
Leaving tather and son to sort out their differences, Serrateau hires
the runners to break into the Ares housing complex and recover
Mrs. Briggs. Raymond insists on coming along because he has the
keys, passcodes and knowledse of the area, and Goliath accompa-
nies Raymond as his personal bodyeuard, When the team arives,
Ares security is getting ready to move Mrs, Briggs to a secure area
for her protection (and to see what she knows about her hushband's
possible defection), The runners must move fast and keep REaymond
from dolng something stupid to save his wife

Climax

The runners have barely finished dealing with the Ares secu-
rity goons when another security team shows up—this one from
Nowatech, Inc. Now on the lookout for a few good men and
wormen, Villiers has his operatives working overtime to tag poten-
tial employees he might acouire from other companies. Movatech
mobilized its forces as soon as it became aware of Cross’s extrac-
tion attempt on Raymond, recognizing a golden opportunity to
spatch the prize with minimal effort. The mnners must choose
whether (o fight the Novarech eam or allow Raymond (o go with
them. If they choose the latter option, they will only receive a poi
tion af the agreed-upon fee. because gefting Raymond out of Ares
is only half the job. If they fight. they stand o make a fmend of one
corp-and an enemy of the other no matter which way the battle

gOes,
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Sequels

It the runners defeat the Movatech team and deliver Bavmond
to Cross Applled Technologies, they will greatly improve their
reputations with CATCo. Serrateau always needs competent third
parties and will be happy to give the runners more work it they
continue to do well. I they lose the fight or don't fight at all,
CATCo regards them as Incompetents and spreads the word of
their failure on the streets. Allowing the Novatech ream to leave
unmotested earns them some favor from Richard Villiers, howey-
er, who may offer them some small-scale “test runs” to see it thel
choice was prompred by good sense or simple cowardice, It the
runners subsequently strike him as an intelligent and capable
bunch, Movatech may throw them more work in the future

Several weeks after the adventure, Bernard Cross is “pro-
moted  to senior VT of Cross Marrix Technologies and transferred
back to Montreal, where he will work directly under the watchiul
eye of his uncle Luclen. Meanwhile, Raymond Brigss becomes the
new head of Cross Advanced Electronics (where he ends up
regarcless of the runners” declsion) and his father becomes a spe-
clal consultant to Cross Enterralnment ama Multimedia |_1rir1:.;'rr1.5 3
number of profitable contracrs along with him, Jezebel Sumateau
stays on in Seattle. With Raymond Briges firm hand on CAE's
wheel, she can wormy abour the espionage side of things and
leave corporate management i Hﬂ","rl'lﬂl 1l

NOT IN MY BACK YARD
Premise

As the only Matrix-technology comp in Québec. Cross
Applied Technologles has never had to worry about competition
on Its own turf, Damien Knight wants to change that and has set

BLOODIN THE BOHADHDODOIMM

be

in motion a plan to take advantage of Québec's Empowerment
LZones and open-arms-to-corps policy. Quick T @aer Systems, a
Detrolt-based 1C-software development company secrefly con-
trolled by Knight through several hidden channels, has petitioned
Quebec to relocace its headguarters there, The Quélwsc pational
government has already approved the move; the Québec City
Council will make the final decision. Mayor Gueviement, cager to
Encourage a stronger corporate presence in her city, supports the
plan despite protests from Cross, The city's seven aldermen also
support QT5: they see the promaoetion of competition in Québec's
business environment as a positive development.

With only two weeks to go before the vote, Lucien Cross has
insrructec] his Seraphim to take & cdoser loolk at QTS The data they
acquire throush the Matrix is unproductive, however, because they
fall to defear QTS s intrusion countermeasures and sophisticated dis
appearing 5AN configuration. In order to come up with anything
valuable, they are forced to make a physical run on QTS s Detrolt HO.

Setup

Anticipating this action by Cross but unwilling to tip his hand
by wheeling out Knight Errant or other security assers, Damien
Knight turns to the shadows for extra protection for his corp, A
fiwer approaches the runners, seeking to hire them as additiona
security for QTS In Detroit for a two-week period. They are given
a tour of the site’s defenses, equipped and ordered 1o e on duty
cluring nighttime hours and on call during the day. Security mea
sures at the facllity Include a ten-meter fence, low-light-equipped
video cameras, card and voiceprint maglocks and laser-trip beams
in certain areas, One casy week rolls by without any trouble . bt

of course, the calm does not last
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Event |

The Seraphim agents hit the facility early In the second week.
with well-planned distractions and multiple teams. First, four
Seraphim agents, already dressed in Knight Errant uniforms, com-
mandeer a Knight Errant vehicle. They then stage a short but nolsy
fale pursult of & GMC 4201 heavy semi carrying a group of Cutters
gang members, hired to cause chaos. The truck also is carrying a
hetty chunk ot plastic explosives. The “chase” ends when the
Cutrers ram their truck throush CTS's ont gate, careen into the
lot and smash into the main buliding. The Cutters immediately
scatter, shooting anything that moves and wreaking as much
havoc as possible, The Seraphim follow them in. quickly order
QTS security to chase the Cutters down and pretend o pursue
gang members insicle. Then the truck explodes, As soon as they
are in, the Seraphim make for a jJackpolnt and their decker gets to
work. Hovering nearby is a helicopter with a Seraphim mage on
astral owerwatch and a rigger, who |5 also piloting a pair of sniper
drones to give the other agents fire support, As the Seraphim
insicle finish their (ol and are liked out, real Knight Errant troops
and DocWamon vehicles start showing up, creating conhusion that
the Seraphim use to escape.

e Seraphim with the data should get away, as they are all
extremely skilled agents, However, the runners should manage to
capture some of the Culters.

Event 2

The results of the n do not make Damien Knight happy.
Sormeone has managed o obtaln internal QTS records chat, iF prop-
erty evaluated, may connect QTS with him. He has no proof. but he
suspects that Cross s behind it Through their fixer, he orders the
runners to track down whoever pulled the job and destroy the data,

If the runnmers interrogate any Cutters they take prisoner, they
get the street name of the Seraphim agent who hired the gangers,
Hitting the streets and working their contacts for several days,
they eventually find thar their man is preparing to leave town for
Quebwee soon, The Seraphim have discovered that the runners are
on thelr trail, however, and set up an ambush for therm. As the
runners Close in, the Seraphim get up close and personal

Assuming the runners survive, if they Interrogate any captive
Seraphim or get a look at an agent's pocker secretary, they dis-
cover that Cross has made some interesting discoveries concern-
Ing TS, The Seraphim are planning to take the stolen data o
Cuebec Clry's chiel of palice. Sebastien Hull, who sits on the City
Council, Thaugh Hull cannot vote, he has significant influence over
the aldfermen, who almost always vore as he wishes, He is also a
staunch supporter of Cross: iF he knew Knight controlled QT5, he
coulel easily sway the vote against Knight's company,

Climax

With only a day ta go betore the vote, Knight must take dras-
tic action to pull off his plan. Stopping Cross from informing Chief
Hull s virtually impossible this late in the garme, but Hull also does
not have enough time to do any campalgning among the alder-
men before the meeting, If Knight can keep Chief Hull from speak-
Ing at the meeting, or at least delay his arrival until after the vore
(scheduled for 10:15 am,), Knighe is in the clear. Once again, he

sencls the runners out with an objective: stop Hull lroim arriving at
ther councll meeting before 11 am,, by any means necessary.
Kright will make arrangements to get the runners over the border
and supplied with gear as necessary, ARter that, [t's up to them,

As chief of police, Sebastien Hull Is nat the easiest man in the
wirld to stop. He rides In a well-armored and armed Rolls Royce
Phaeton limousine, driven by 4 combat rigger, He has four per-
sonal bodyguards: two trolls, a physical adept and a mage. His
limao is routinely escorted by four gendarmes, and they travel
using all the bells and whistles—they don't stop for traffic lights,

The runners declde on the approach they wish (o take, They
may opt to distract and delay, or they may try to cack Hull. Crafty
runners may come up with Interesting options, such as kidnap-
ping Hull's wife and holding her hostage, manufacturing an Incl-
dent that draws massive police protection and requires the chief's
personadl attention and so on

Sequels

Even if QTS is allowed into the Québec Empowerment Zone,
Cross is now wise to the company's ownership and the Seraphim
will be all aver it, Knight will not hesitate to use the corp's posk-
tion to his advantage, dragging out all the dirty tricks and making
lifes foor Cross Technologies unpleasant at best, QTS has also begun
negotiating with the Québec government to provide Matrix secu-
rity. a cantract certain ta slot off Cross and start a nasty compet|-
tion, All this, of course, means more biz for the runners,

If the QTS bid to move to Québec gets voted down, the mun-
ners will have failed a very powerful man. They'll be blacklisted In
Detralt and other towns where Ares carries a lot of weight.

After they make their move on Hull, the runners might face a
difficult time in Québec. If they kill him, every cop in the nation
will likely be looking for thelr ugly mugs. and they won't freal
cop-killing scum like the runners in a fmendly fashion.

KNIGHT'S GAMBIT
Premise

In his will, the great dragon Dunkelzahn left his anfique chess
set, with the exception of the black king piece, to one of his
favorite opponents, Damien Knight. The king was bequeathed to
Leonard Aurelius. During Aurelius's rapld departure from Ares,
his personal secretary falled to retrieve the piece from its hiding
place in a secret wall safe—inside Aurelius's old office in Knight
Plaza. Ares corporate heacoguanters, Aurelius sends some shad-
owrunners to retrleve it, and Knkght hires the players' team to find
the tearm sent by Aurelius and intercept the King piece. Then the
plece goes missing, and everyone Dlames the runners.

Setup

The runners are hired by a fixer connected to Ares. He
explains that some shadowrunners recently broke Into Aurelius's
old office in Knight Plaza and stole something from a secret safe,
Ares wants the theft investigated, but as Aurelius is no longer
their man, it prefers to keep out of the plcture and use deniable
assets—the runners—Iinstead of the corp’s own forces, The fixer
hypothesizes that the thieves may be working for Aurellus and
may have retrieved something he left behind.

b
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The fixer gives the runners general descriptions of the other
runner team, as well as a few blurry video shots taken from secu-
rity cameras, He also can provide some magically preserved

blood samples for ritual sorcery, et ehind lyw one of the funners
after an Ares security guard shot him, IF the player characters have
butted heacls with a particular rival team in the past, this may be
an ideal time to renew the rivalry, If not, the gamemaster should
create a runner team roughly equal in paower Lo the players team.

Event |

Whether through legwork or ritual sorcery, the runners
should track the opposing team to the large estare of Leonard
Aurelius, where they are holed up until Aurelius returns fram an
put-of-town business trip. The opposing runners handed over the
king piece to Aurelius’s staff, who placed it with his chess set in
his private study, The only ather person at home s Aurelius’s
rebellious daughter Evelynn, also known as “bve Night,” lead gui
tarist for a local band named the Unholy Machine, She's taking
advantage of her dad’s absence to fool around in the mansion
with her boyfriend, Two-Chord Teddy. who plays lor the Detroit
Mightrmares urban brawl team.

Event 2

If the player characters raid the Aurelius estate, they will be
up against the other runner team, a squadl of EBEagle Security
guards contracted (o protect the estate and some expensive but
nontethal home security. IF the runners contact their fiker betare
going In, he Instructs them to look for and seize the king piece. ]
the runners get inside the mansion and interragate the other run-
ners or the staff. one of them will reveal the location of the piece
Howewer, when the runners feach the study, the piece s no
longer there. Though they don't know it yet. Eve stole the plece
(o slot off her father,

If questioned during the raid, both Eve and Teddy will deny
any knowledge of the king plece, but Eve is lying, She stuck the
piece in Teddy's coat and will attermpt o Hee with him,

Event 3

Understandably, the player characters will not look Forward to
reporting their fallure to the fixer. Stressing the importance of the
king piece, the fixer will "suggest™ that the runners do everything
they can to find it

Aurellus returns home atter the runners’ raid and discovers that
the chess plece is missing, Blaming the player characters, he hires
every goon he can think of to track them down and retrieve the
piece. Word hits the streets that Aurelius wants the runners, and the
rurnor immediately makes it over o Ares. Knight, hearing thal
Aurelius has It in for the runners, assumes that the runners lied
about failing to get the plece and that they have double-crossed
him. Word once again hits the streets that the runners are wanted,
this time with even more nuyen backing the request. Suddenly a lo
of their contacts don't want 1o be seen in public with them, The run-
ners may need to get the cold shoulder more than once before they
realize the drek they're in. Then they get a call from their iixer, who
warnts them to come In for a meet. They should definitely get the
impression that they're in trouble whether they go or not.

BLOOD IN THE HOARDADOIM
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Climax

Eve figures it would really yank her dad s chain IF she started
gerting chummy with Damien Knight, She wants to challenge him
to a chess game and figures he can't say mo if she has the king
pilece 50 she
starts a crash course, bugging people to play all the time

The rumiers, now hunted by bioth sides, have lictle time o hg-

Unfortunately, she never learned how o play

ure oul the real scory. IF they re clueless, drop a few hines in their
laps. Perhaps they see Two-Chord Teddy on a trid show rigzhit
Iwsferre an urban brawl game where he talks about taking up chess
as a new hobby. Or maybe they hear a rumor that Eve Night has
gotten hersell a date with Damien Knight, Eventually something
shauld steer them In her direction, bul not betore they have al
least one run-in with goons who've tracked them down

When they find Eve. she is in the back of a hipster caks get-
tfing chess lessons from an old squatter. When conlronted, she
admits that she has the king but refuses to surrender it She wants
to use it to play with Knight, and she will only listen to or deal
with the runners if they agree o help her ser up-a game, I the
runners assault her or try 1o lake the piece by force, a dozen of
Teddy's urban brawl ficnds jump in to detend her

IF asked, Knight will agree to a game with bve and arrange a
secure place for it. The nners will be asked to escort her 1o the
meet, Aurelius’ runner team will tail them to the site, with arders
to crash the party and steal the pece back.

Secquels

Eve's infatuation with Knight is little more than a ploy o use
against her father. Knight is handsome and all. but too arragant
and straltlaced for her, She's also not stupid and doesn t bring the
real king piece (o the game with Knight; instead. she brings a
copy she had made. The fraud will be easlly derectable under
close examination, but probkably not in the middle of a hrerghr or
a rense scene. Whether aor not she returns the real one to her
father, however. remains to e seen

ADVENTURE IDEAS

This section provides adcitional short adventure ideas involy-
ing Ares and other players involved in the corp's atfairs, The
gamemaster can flesh out these ideas as short or full-fedged
adventures using the material ln this book.

LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP

Before Leonard Aurelius bails out from Ares. he wants 1o
loot the pigay bank. Specifically, he wants to take with him a pet
research project on crystal-growing and fiber-optic development
which would fit right inte a corperation like Cross Applled
Technologies and make his offer to buy into that carp maore
appealing. This research praject is being conducted in such an
unusual location that he requires shadowranners o retrleve the
relevant data for him—~Ares’ Daedalus orbital plattornm.

The inside connections provided by Aurelius are the only
things that make a run like this remotely possible, He offers the
teaim a huge payment, can easily get them aboard the orbital and
can pull many strings to bail them out of a bad situation when they
el back to Earth.
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Aurelius gets the team aboard Daedalus by supplylng them
with Ades corporate [Ds and a cover stary as a repair crew, He
books thesm on a shuttle up and has a trusted adviser prep them
beforehand on corp etiquette. zero-g. maneuvering and other
space survival skills, Because of the strict security and nature of
e mission, the runners will be unable o bring weapons or
unusual gear, In addition, as magic cannot be used in space, the
runners will have o rely on their skills and sibs alone rhq_":,.' wlll
have access o mechanical and electronics kits and tools, but they
muse contend with a hastlle environment, well-trained and armed
guards, a rigged security system and limited escape options

The mission itself is refatively straighttforward, The runners are
to maintain their cover as repair technicians for as long as if 15 use
ful. They have a limited time frame in which to operare, because
their nide back down the graviey well (via a rigger shuttle pilot also
working tar Aurelius) s scheduled to depart twenty-four hours
atter they amve, Thetr abjective |5 to break into the cryscal and
fiber-optics lab and steal the lab’'s computer memaory storage unif
which contalns more than fifty vears” wordh of data) and the pro-
et s latest results.

Unexpecredly. the repairs the runners are allegedly there to
perform actually need 1o e taken care of shortly atter they arrive,
and the work must be done on the platform s sophisticared com-
munications arfay via space wallk, The runners must either quickly
think thear way out of doing the repairs or else do a real good [ob
of faking it. If they go through with making the repairs, they have
an Idleal opporunity to severely damage the platform's commu-
nication abllitles, possibly alding thelr subsequent escape

The main obstacles standing in their way will be the security
lgger, retinal-scanning maglocks and Ares personnel. Security
guards are equipped with tasers and stun batons only, because no
firearms may be used onboard the space platfiorm, If the runners
set off an alarm, the statlon will go on lockdown and no Aights will
be allowed to leave untll a specially trained AresSpace Crisls
Response Team arrives,

The trip down will be much rougher than the ride up, Ares
prefers not o shoot down ane of its cown shuttles, ot adll instead

try ta force It o land and then capture the passengerns

RETURN POLICY

Reactive Meditech, a third-tier biotech corp, has been tardgee
ed for talkeover by Cross, During the early stages of the pralonged
fakeover batile, one of BEM s more desperate strategies inc e
the issuance of a Hood of short-term bedrer bonds in orcler to raise
capital quickly, As the contest for control continued long past
when Reactive Meditech expected it to end. the maturity of those
bonds has become a guillotine strake looming on the horlzon for
the company, which is near financlal ruin, Jeff Hansen, RMW's secu
ity director, recently discovered that an uncomifortalily larse per
centage of those bonds were bought by one person, whose iden
ey remalns a mwstery. Hansen's rwveskiations have furriecl i
the location of the bearer bonds, however, dand he feels he can
save hils corp from significant fiscal damage if he can steal them.

Hansen hires the runners to accomplish this task, which trans
lates roughly into robbing a bank. An actual old-tashioned, phys

lcal bank robbery is not a common event in the electronically
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funced 2050s. but banks still keep safe-deposit boxes anc vaults

for various valuables. This parficular job Involves hitting the sate-

the runners choose. Hansen encourages the runners to steal what-
ever they want for themselves as well as getting the bonds for
him, as additional thefts will obscure the fact that the bonds were
the primary target,

Linforunately for the ranners, the owner of the bonds is none
other than Lucien Cross himself, and his Seraphim get a lead on
the runners after the heist. Cross had hoped to use the bonds to
squeeze RM Ananclally and finally get control over the corpora

tion. He will not be pleased to see his plans lolled,

HLOODIN THE BIUHRMODRODOIT

PURPOSES

PLAGLE OF ANGELS

A faction of Alamos 20K, the racist terrorist @roup, wants @
obtaln samples of Strain lll-Beta, the astrally active parasitic bacera
used agalnst the insect spirits in Chicage, Specifically, they want @
steal a large number of devil rats that have become carriers of the
bacteria from a secret Ares thaumaturgical lab in Seattle. The
Alamos leaders plan on using some of the rats 1o spread Strain [
through areas of Seattle populated by large numbers of ghous
metahuman mages and others they consider “undesirable

A leader of the Alamos crew hires the runners to "libefate’
the rats. He portrays himsell as a supporter of the Awakened

Liberation Front (ALF) who can't stand {0 see poor innocent oo
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tures like dewvil rats being experdimented upon and abused by an
inhumane corp like Ares. He will offer a rempting amount of
nuyen and play on the runners’ compassion, it they display any,
He will, of course, leave out any mention of Strain-lll, He expects
them to Agure It out, however, and so arranges for an ambush at
the exchange meeting after the mun. IF the ambush falls and he is
captured, he will change his story, claiming to be a Seraphim
agent for Cross Applied Technologies. If the runners are still hold-
Ing the rats, he will offer to buy them on the spot for an increased
value and call It even,

Later, as Alamas plan starts producing results, there are Strain
Ml outbreaks throughout the city. Many different parties are
scratching around for the source of the infestation, and Ares comes
iooking tor the runners, The corp wants o contaln the outbreaks,
seeking to avold maore bad publicity. The Ares reps will lean hard
on the runners, who may try contacting the Seraphim. If the real
seraphim get dragaed into the stew, they will play both sides,
hoping to frag with everyone involved. When the runners finally
figure out the true source of their troubles and fined the Alamos
hide-out, the terrorists go all out to defend |t even using water
contaminatex with Strain-|ll against the runner team’'s mages

GREEN PIECE

Leviathan Technical, a Silicon Valley corp owned by Ares,
recently started a new division dedicated to churning aul cylwer-
ware products such as headware and skillwires. The corp is also
producing a significant amount of toxic and blomedical waste in
Its labs, which it has disposed of in an imesponsible fashion thar
has made a number of local eco-actlvists furlous, These activises,
mary of them from Terra First!, have compiled encugh data o
incicate that Leviathan is probably behind the dumping, but ol
enough to concretely connect the corp to the ecolagical night-
mare, They have petitioned Arthur Vogel for help, but sa far
Damien Knlght has managed to block the dwarf's investigations.

At the same time, the MNakatomi faction of Fuchi wanis o
weaken Ares’ strangle hold on the Silicon Valley corps. To facili-
tate this, a Fuchi decker hacked his way into the Leviathan Martrix
hast and made off with some interesting data. Hoping to use It as
leverage, they leaked some of the data to Terra First! and are
negotiating with them to take action against Leviathan/Ares. Terma
First] kept Vogel out of this deal, fearing that he has sold out to
Ares, Unfortunately for the Fuchi decker, his deck picked up a data
worm in the Leviathan system. The data worm sar in his deck.
manitonng and logging his activities, which it recently reported
back to Ares. Ares dispatches a squad to kill the decker and
retrieve the data or destroy it

Hearing of this development, Vogel hires the runners to reach
the decker first, He's lost contact with the Terra Frstlers and doesn't
realize they are meeting with the decker and Fuchl agents soon to
abtain the data. The Ares team will take a few days to track down
the Fuchi decker, which gives the runners just enough time to get
there first, Vosel doesn't really care what happens to the Fuchi
men as long as he gets the data, He doesn t want the ranners o
mess with the eco-activists, however; in fact, he is hoping o
parch things up with them and get down to greenmailing Ares.

bl

The Terra Firstlers will noc be friendly toward the runners, noowith
stancing the tact thar Vogel sent them

If Ares gets ta the data or destroys it first, the Terra Firstlers
are still planning a sabotage run against Leviathan, I Vogel hears
of it, he may order the runners to help them, as the ran will put
pressure on Ares that he can exploit from within

VIRTUAL FUNDS

Cluite a few people woukd love to know exactly where Arthui
Vogel acquired the nuyen to buy Leonard Aurelius's shares in
Ares, Richard Villiers, wary of other financial sharks like himself
and hoping to dig up some bones with which to bear Ares, has
taken a keen encugh interest to do some substantial investigation.
Through intermediaries, he hires the runners and places them at
the beginning of the moaney trail,

The Matrixz maoney trail besins with a set of randomly timed
transfers of funds into one of Vogel's less-than-public accounts
Ihe
Clues suggest that the money may all be coming from one source,
but through a teleparting SAN. In order to find and break into the
5AN, the runners must determine its algorithmic code. This leads
to the next step. a physical run on Yogel's private office at Sierra.
Inc.. In Sacramento. This run will net the runners the code., allow
ing them o access the releporting SAM. First, however, they must
get some of Vogel's friends off thenr backs.

When they finally access the SAN, It turns out to be a virtual
bank on-a very tough host patrolled by deckers. The team decher

from a nurmbser of Anonymous accounts all over the world

should learn the bank's physical location, however—Santa Fe,
Pueblo Corporate Coundcil

with Vogel s men on their tails, the runners hit Santa Fe and
find a nasty welcoming party. A Pueblo Security Force team
arrests the runners as soon as they enter the country for espl-
onage. treason and violating Corporate Council secrets. If the wun
ners can't break out on their own, Villiers sends some agents (o
lilberate them. or at least find out what they know, Once out, the
runners may check the physical address of the virtual bank, only
tox clisconver that it corresponds to a small office building recently
gutted in a fire, The PSE will be all over anyone who investigatles
the site too closely, and all Matrix records will have been adjust
ol 1o show the site as Santa Fe city property, empty far ten years
and waiting to be dermaolished, At this point Villiers has learned
what e wanted to know and pays off the runners.
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Yamatetsu Corporation Announces

Relocation of Corporate Headquarters

Kyoto, lapan—In an unexpected reaction o mounding financial
pressures, Kyato s Yamatetsu Carporation today announced plans
ke relocate thed COrparate headaguarters and [rrirmary business

affices o Viadivostok, Russia

Since the February 22 death of Yamatetsu's former chairman
Faclarmako Shibanokuji after a prolonaed hospital stay, the future
ol the megacorporate giant has been in doubt, Shibanokuji's son
Yur ook over as chairman, but i1 was widely believed that the
Berard of directors had little confidence i his ability to manage

TAMALEs SUCoessiuily

o [rarsation he's an ok, and since evervbody in Jopan
kricws thot noshy, brutish ond dumis, the bodrd
couldn't decide whethar 1o make him into o puppet or just
gaek him outlght

8 Fang

I CTks Ons

Compounding the situation was a series of regulatory violations
discovered at numerous Yamatetsu facilities by government
Substantial fines and economic sanchions were
e ASTAINSt Yamatetsy For these incidents, c;.yu':p[irlg further dould

inwestigators,
on Shibanokuji's ability o lead the corporation,

8 [ransahor: e Mindstry of iade in Iokyo st about Blew g secal
WHEM M O [C0K ovel one of Jopor s lfgest Cors, 50 they
storted hiorossrg the conm Dy enfarcing avery dnky-dink enssron
mental regulchon on the bocks. They figured It thay put enough
pressare on he boord, Yamatetsu would hide the nasly tog
uncier a ek somewhere so the rest of dopoan wouldn't get the
e nat a wowoaruhille: was actuclly it o un o megocornD

8 Fong

9 Not avarvthing 8 cbhout racism., Fang. Japan's just starred o
realide how pracious our érnvironment 5 and s cracking gown
S those who willingly dsspal 11,

8 Lareen wwlieen

RACK FOUR. OUT OF THE EAST

a 0h, gat reql. The cops own Japan, jusf like evarnyplate elie
They care apadt the eryironmen! exactly as much os 175 prak
italzle to. None of the other Jopanese meagas got hit with any
Hines By MITL and they re Just as dirty as Yarmatetsu, Fang's dght;
i1 srmedls like harassment 1o mea
8 AdAbacus

“Count on rme.”

When an emergency meeting of the Yamatetsu board was called
this marning, it was widely expected that Shibanokujl would ten-
der his resignation as chairman. Instead, he proposed an immed|-
ate relocation of the company's headguarters from Kyoto to
Vladivostok, his own home. He also proposed relocating most of
the corparation s physical assers off Japanese soil to what he called
"a more receptive economic climate.” In a surprise decision, the
board of directors backed this unorthodox proposal.

I a staterment to the press shortly after the decision, Shibanoku]i stat-
ed that the move would mark the beginning of a "new era” for the
nwegacorporate glant, accusing Yamatetsu's previous management of
“knuckling under to the Japanese government s blatantly racist agen-
da,” Officials from the Ministry of Trade dismissed these allegations
as ridiculous and unfounded” and stated thae they would be [nves-
tigaling the legality of Yamatetsu's proposed move. Yamatetsu CED
Saru hwane, visibly upset by the board's decision, had no comment,

Glabal stock markets reacted almost immediately o the news,

with Yamatetsu stock taking a sharp plunge of more than 700
points on the Mikkei exchange .. |

L) followea by lofs more financial drek, yodda yoddo
yvadda. The paint 15, one of the Big Eight |ust jJumped ship cut of
Jopan and Inte Russia, That's going 1o shoke hings up a bil
clon'cha think?

e Kaptan Krude

@ | don’t see what the big dedl s 5o a buncha Righ-level suts
move thair desks o few hunded mikes, Whal difference &
gonna make? | sl can't throw g rock without hitting one of fhar
sulbsidicinies, and | live o long way from Jopan or Viod-whoteyver
e Liente

© 50 k4, These are multinationals we're talking about. Their K&
moy be in Kyoto, but we all know the magacoms are pretty
rouch thetr own countries, The Yamatetsu HE sn't Japanesa
territory naw, and i lsn't geing 1o be Russian tarmritory when they
rmiove: it's always Yamaletsy territory. Seems to me the board b
making an expensive move with no practical result—which
rmeans they e probably up 1o scmething

o Marjone Marmingstar
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e Maybe, mayle not, Jush Decause o Cor 15 an extratentona
entity doesnt mean that the country it colls home doesn't mal-
tee. Everything tha! a com produces, selis: bBuys o rades hos 1o
qal to s destingtion, Unless the factone fnat produces o procuct
and fhe store where it's aoid ae'part of ona Bilg corporate cam:-

plex, that means roveling across nabiondl Terilary. And i e
government thict owns that terrifony has redsons oo make hings
Aifficult for you, thay can it you wil b anythingg frorm o lts o anli
alrcraf! fire Bvery oD wiants o “home Dose” thal wal made ifs
Q5 Bdsy a5 possiole for therm, That s winy sarne countries (ke e
CAS) tend ta accumulate a ol of corporate loclities. while
affers (ke Axdlant don't, The GCAS gummint tends 1o el Busl-
nessas do thar own ing unless thay get owdy, while
Aotlan/Aetechnoiogy will arop the hammer one anylbing  thal
evean smedls ke compatition, Japan falls somesshiens 1o the micl-
dle, they |l usually lecve fheir hands off your busness as long os
woau don’ | buck ther system, Bl as Yamaletsu bas 5o ihought-
fully dernonstrated, iFyou work agoirst national interests, meay'ra
recl Qood al discourcaging you rorm procesaing,

o Flagrricn

e Environrental regulations ane o redl good tachc for con:
Iraliing a megacorg. There's almasl always an enviraniranlal
offense ro be found i you look, bacduse IF's almost impossible
to contain pollution In your own compaorate taemritary. It alse
makey the govermnment lock good; Joe Sararman thinks thal
Tokyo s helping keep the planst clean, whnen il it's doing s
smacking around an uncoopenalive corp

a Dhbie-1

g Plus, there are a lof of com focilifies ot aren’t consicdlered
enctraterriiorial, Most megas own mare than a few subsicianes
thot they don't want the wond fo know about, IF BMitsubames
doesn Twant the waorld 1o know That it owns Sisvpnus Systerms,
nc,, they're nal goaing 1o declore an 531 research facility as
Mitsunoma corpoiate ferrtary, Thol meons that 551 has o
chey the lows ol its Forme country (ust ke any. other noenmuli-
natlonol g,

@ Ciymus

o Cetting back to the Yomaletsu move, the relocation will dafi
nitely affect the conn's sales demagrophics, Few ardinary peo-
oha know thia details of corporate extraterrfanclity, and fewarstil
care. Your avercage citizen of Kyoto has always Thought of
Yomotetsn 08 O Japanase conmodortion. His friends whio work al
Yarmatetsu's international HE may be cifivens of the corp rather
tham f Japan, bt they five in Japan, thesy wark in Japan, and
they sure a5 drek ook Jopanese. OF coursa they' e a Japonese
COrE, himks our avarags citeen, and evenything he buys with the
Yamatelsu ogs s hetping build a stronger Japan,

All of 0 suddsan the Big Y 13 abandoning 1he counlny and
going to work for those nasty foreighers across: the Sea of
Jopan, and his friends that work af Yarmatelsu e eliber
unemployed or whisked cway, Do you think he's going 1o by
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amy more produsts frem hose double-crossing fraggens’? Now
multhply that by a nundrsd mollien or 56 Japanese COnsurmerns
and you begin fo ses solential o maect The olber
Joponacomps are probably salvaling already Al the prosoeact
al all hat unlapoed maks] potanlia

& Flogron

[Fi=

o Soowhy s Yormalaetsu makirg the move’? They torgue oft 1hes
Joponese consumer Dose and soens rmilllions R TSR i T R =t SRR
ooy, and the Russian business thay get can’t e encugh to
micakes up the differanca,

o Denta

8 Mot in terms of dirgct cornsumphion of Yamalaetsu procdacts ey
Russicn consurmers, mo, Bul ook al this fom 1he Russian gosvern-
ment's penpective. Not only. does Yamatetsu brrg o o ko of
local s and o Lig dosa of addmiona: fax Income, but pulling
cway one ol The Blg Eght from Japan & a maor Boost o
YWiodivostox's reputation. You think g few other cormpanias wil
start looking imdowhat makes Viodivostox such a great placa to
Co busingss? Mol 1o mention the other carps puthing in ocg
officas to keen an eyve on what Yomafaetsu s up ta? Now, doyvou
Ihirk That boost in incomea mght make [ussia a litte mone willireg
o accommodats somea of Yamalatsu's requests for specal
trectment, zoning exemphions, legal 'oopholas and sc on?

e Flagmar

e | dorr't think it's just the money, Mo moatier how halpral fhe
Russians are, Yamateisu's shil going 1o lose o et of coshy, and
IMeir stock s gorna driop. Hey, maybe that's what Shitanakuli s
affer, tving 10 drive down the stock price so he can lake con
tral ef the corp’? O mayze someane. else s leaning on mm to
frag up the stock, get the comp ready tora hostle takeoyer?

& Bitterfly

e Could bBa, though that piot deesn't feel right fo me. The baood
of directors has been liahting for a lonog Hme over Yomatetsy's
rreta-frigndly palicies: maybe the prosmeto faction ool legelh-
erenough clout fo gat out of lapan toscmeplaca l@ss racist, |'m
told thare's a lot of metabumans inViadivostok, many of the
escapess from Joponese persscuhon. Shibanokup Jros an ok,
caffesr all—moybe: bis vale was anough fo swing the choange afls
i ool e B gt i

e [he Dark Wight

8 Whatever the reasons, thls move s sure going to shoke
things up In dopan, Yomatetso s one of The counire s oiggest
ermployers. and while | m sure a o7 Of other corps will e teving
Fo HI theviold, things are goeing to baunstabile for quite o whie
Add that To the foet thata lot of other Pacitic Rim couniies
are frying losteal lopan’s space In the spatliahl, ancl e in the
Far Bast s likely o become o whole ot more intanesting, Ard
you Gl know what that means—more nuyen caming infa he
shadows for you and me

o Kaptain Kruds
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WHAT'S GOING DOWN

For more than ffty years, the Japanese have dominated the
megacorporate waorld, Flve of the Big Eight megacorps {Fuchi,
Mitsuhama, Renralku, Shiawase and Yamatetsa) are based in Japan,
agl the management technicues that gol them o that exalted
position have set the standard for other corpoarations to follow.
Companies based In the UCAS and Europe have been able (o hold
their own econamically, but most corporations in other Pacitic Bim
nations have been stamped out or snapped up by the [apanese
megas before they reach significant size. The surviving indepen-
dent Pacific Rim corps, led by Wuxing of Hong Kong and Tan Tien
of China, have formed a so-called Pacific Prosperity Group to
attempl to break the [apanese sirangle hold on that part of the
wirrld, Other corporations have tried before o brealk the pattern
of lapanese dominance, and this attermpt also seermed doomed to
fallure, Bul when Yamatetsoy ltsell abandoned Japan and joined the
PP, the fapanese movers and shakers began o take the jssue
vy serlously Indeed,

This section detalls the boardroom  strugales  that drive
Yamatetsu out of lapan and leacl it (o set up a new conporate head
quarters in Viadivostok, Russia. It also describes the background of
the Pacific Prosperity Group, a4 new organization of corporations
formed to oppose Japan's economic dominance of the Pacific Rim,

PACIFIC PROSPERITY GROUP HISTORY

While Japan is the largest player in the economy of the
Pacific, it is by no means the only one, Comporations from Taibwan,
Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Thailand, the Chinese
nation-states and others have been strugsling to carve out their
own hiche in the fast-growing Pacific Rim in a tightly contested
battle for second place behind the Japanese corporations, Several
tmes in the past, one group or another has attermpted to form
these disparate companies Into a unified force capable of with-
standing the might of the japanacaorps, bul none of them has yet
succeeded. Perhaps the best known of these corporate mavericks
was Wu Kuan-Lal, the founder of Hong Kong's Wuxing, [nc.
During Hong Kong s push for Independence In 2005, Kuan-Lai
was 4 major force in forming the Hong HKong Corporate
Directorate, which eventually evolved into the government of the
Hong Kong Free Enterprise Zone. None of the corporations want-
ed to continue under the stifling Chinese regime, and they all
agresd that a corparate administration would be much more ben-
eficlal to their respective bottom lines. Forging alliances with most
of Hong Kong's carporate leaders, Kuan-Lai was able to build a
corporate councll strong enough o withstand China’s attompts to
reclaim control of the colony.

Kuan-Lai's ambition dicn’t step with Hong Kong's Indepen
dence, however. With the Chinese out of the way. he was able 1o
build Wuxing into a full-ledged megacorporation. albeit a small
one. The company’s further growth was stunted by anccher limit
ing factor—ithe |apanese megacorps. While they lacked the polit
ical or military strangle hold that China enjoyed over Hong Kong,
Fuchi, Mitsuhama, Renraku and Shiawase so dominated the region
that any business transaction of significant size by necessity
passed through one or more of their subsidiaries. There was no
organized cligopoly or |[apanese "master plan,” but the sheer size
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of the Japanacerps made it virtually impossible to conduct buasi-
ness without nwalving them on some level,
W Koan-Lai decided thal the Japanese dominance, like the

Chinese contral of Hong Kong, was an unnecessary and undac-
ceptalle impediment to his company s future, Aware thatl any one
of the AAA megacorps-could crush hits company with wvery little
efton, he egan [eeling out his business contacts aboul forming
some sort of unihied group that would lel non-japanese corpara-
tlons function etfectively in the Pacific, Most corporations were
decidedly nervous about facing down the Japanese directly,
thowah many <id stand behind Waxing s early efharts to level the
PMacific playving field. While progress was slow ane difficult. the
FOZ0= sawe Wuxing and company able o tunction with an Increas-
ing degree of iIndependence and financlal success.

The Crash of 29 puf an end o that minimal progress, While
every business on Earth sutfered trom the effects af the Crash. the
megacorpoerations had the rescurces to fide ocut the storm much
mere easily than their smaller competitors. Wuxing survived the
Crash in relatively zood financial shape, bur most of its allles were
too concerned with staying sohvent to worry about opposing the
lapanese, Wu Kuan-Lal died in 2039 without ever secing his
dreams of a free Pacific come o fultlon,

W Lung-Wai, Kuan-Lal's son and successor, was determined
to revive his father's plans, With a massive Influx of capital in the
ferm of a bequest from Dunkelzabn, Wuxing gained enough eco-
nomic clout o make the so-called Pacific Prosperit Group o real -
in once maore, |oining forces with second- and chird-tler megi-
corpordtions from throughout the Pacific, Lung-Wal began (o
asscmble a potent business dilidance that could cause trouble foir
the fapanese medacorps, When they work rogether efficiently, the
members of the FPG nearly match Yamartetsu or Shiawase for
influence, thouah they ceffainly cannol compere with the entire
slate af Japanese AAA megacorps. The only thing thar could
swing the balance in thelr lavor was fora AAA corp to join forces
with the 'R,

The free spirit known as Buttercup approached Wuxing and the
ather potencal PG members In January of 2059, shortly after
Taclumako Shibanoku|i suffered his stroke. Already anticipating the
mowves that would e necessany 1o sustain hervision for Yamatetsu's
future, she rempted the PP wich the potential inherent in support
from a mega. Over several manths of negotiations, Buttercup elo-
quently won their hearts with descriptions of reaching a dream that
thesy all shared but only could expect to RIRIF they pulled togeth-
er. She stunned all the potential members with Yamatetsu's decision
to relocate o Viadivostok, and this action bocame the PGS rally-
ing point, Within o months, the PPG became a reality. On July 8,
2059, Yamatelsu, Wuxing, Tan Tien, Easlern Tiger, Kwonsham
Inciustries, Salaysian nclependent Banl. Shibata Construction and
Enginecring, Lami Look Pagkaon and PacRim Communications
Lintimibted jeined logether o pund the PPG. In September, two
NAMN conps, Universal Omnitech and Gasarronics, joined the PP,
along with o cocen smaller companies.

YAMATETSU HISTORY

Yarmaretsu Corporation was formed in late 2032, when a
cbozen large Japanese and Filipino companies merged together in
a collective attempt to stave off absorption by Fuchl or
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Mitsutiamea. The core compantes were strong in the Relds of com
puters. electronics. oybernetics and military engineering, and the
newly tarme conglomerare also had a solid infrastructure of ship-
ping companies.and fnancial concerns. Careful selection of part-
ner businesses and the acquisition of certain smaller companies
gave Yamaretsu strong producrion and distribution channels, thus
forming a corporate empire with all the basic components of a
successhul megacorporation. Desplie an inltial perled of discom-
fart as the (ndividual corporate heads became accustomed to
worlking together, Yarmatetsu was in an excellent position (o capl-
ralize on worldwide conflicts in the 20305, having developed an
impressive serles of military electronics  advances, Yamatetsuy
grew at a prodigious rate and broke into the frse tler of megacor-
porations in 2042, thouwh not without strong resistance from the
four existing |apancse AAA medacors

During tho 20405, the Japanese founders of Yamatetsu besan
to wradually squecre out the Flipino influence on the board, While
the initial  founding corporations  were roushly everntly  divicded
etween Japan and the Philippines, careful stock maneusering gave
thee Japaanese Interests a virmual lock on the board of directors,
Several Filiping board members remain—naotably Ramon Dizon, the
head of Yamatersu Australasia—Dbut most have been bought out o
comitrol S0 sfmall a percentage of stock as o be a nonfactor. This
helps o explain why a Philippines-founded megacorporation main-
tains wery little actual presence in the islands today

In Fact, the Philippines are one of the only places where
Yamatersu has no official corporate presence. With its fingers in
fields as diverse as any megacorparation, Yamatetsu maintains
extensive facilities throughout the Americas, Europe. Asia and the
Paclfic, as well as smaller divisions in India and the Middle East
Unlike many of the |apanese keiretsu, Yamatetsu prefers to let
most of its subsidiany companies do business under their awn
names, Fhe Yamatetsu name lacks the instant recognition factor of
Fuchi or Benraku, which someiimes beads alservers (o Bolieve dhal
the corporation is smaller and less posseeriul than it resally is. While
Yamatet=u s pulbilicly one of the gquieter members of the first cor
poarate tier, they are amblticus snd hungry and have every inten
fion of continuing the spectacular growreh that has characrerized
(T4 -:,":':II1‘|]J\.|:II1_",."..";-.I._'..'!¢:|EEE‘I'ICE o date.

A Board Divided

Oreer the years. Yamatetsu Corporation has developed a rep-
utation as the most metahuman-friendly of the AAA megacorps
and has spent large sums of nuyen to promote that reputation
Outsice lapan, Yamaretsu s indecd meta-friendly, with a signifi-
cantly larger propartion of metabuman employees than any othed
megacorp,  Within Japan, however, public prejudice  agains
kawaruhito ensures that the company’ s pelicies are meta-tolerant
ar best. and veny few metabumans make b inte the upper ranks of
Yamatetsu's management, Metahumans point o this “macro-
glass ceiling” as prool that Yamatetsu's mela-frlendly stance muns
onby skin-deep, while many Japanese humans find even the small
number of metahuman managers unpalacable, Inshort, Yamaretsu
is tryins to please everyone with ifs stance on metahumanity, bug
its watered -down policles wind up altenating as many CUstoMers
as thesy entlce.
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This wishy-washy position resdles from an angeing srruggle
within the Yarmatelsu Boardroom in Eyoto. The conservative fac-
tion of the board, led by CEC Saru lwana and Tocmer chairman
Hideo Yoshida, regards the kawaruhito as delormed, sinister
beings wha have no place in the modern world, Most of the |ess-
er shareholders, al least among those who bother Loovote direct-
ly on corporate policy, share this traditional lapanese prejudice,
The company as a whole is mare than willing to exploit the
metahurnan roarket, but the majarity of the board has no particu-
lar interest In seeing metahumans make any significant social
progress,

In 2056, a small but growing minarity on the board began
pushing for relorm and scored enough small victares to fransfonm
Yamateisu inme a meare meia-fiendly workplace—at least by
lapanese standards, In the past vear, the free spiril Buttercup,
slgnificant shareholder in Yamatetsu, began o take a much more
active role In Yamatetsu's corporate palicy and made it ear that
she intended to make Yamatetsu's pro-meahuman reputlalion a
reality, Buttercup found a Arm ally for her plans in Senior Vice
President Newton Chin (whose younger sister, Sophia, (s a dwarll.
and a number of lesser shareholders also backedl her atiempes at
reform: Perhaps the most surprising element in this progressive
faction. however, was the Increasingly frequent woting support it
received once-conservative Tadamakao
Shibanokuiji.

he senerally accepred explanation far Shibanolkujl s "change
of heart " was a purely econamic one—thal he saw metabumani-
ty as merely a large, unexploited niche market, Others pointed o
Shibanokull's advancing age (he recently celebrated his eighty-
fourth birthday) and suggested that senility finally had begun to
overtake him, though his mind scemed as sharp as ever in all
other aspects of his work, Still other wmors proposed  thal
Buttercup had begun to exert some unspecified magical influcnce
an the old man, stowly “corrupting” his viewpaoint to matceh hers,

The truth, however, was somewhat more incriguing. In bis
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younger days. Tadamako was a division manager for his father's
shipping company. Tsuruga International, a thriving business with
port facllities throughout the Pacific. Shortly after the tim of the
century, when Tadamako was overseeing the reorganization of
Tauruga's Russian division, he set up a base of operations In
Viadivostok, where he fefl in love with a local woman, a port otficial
named Tatiana Teigorin, and made her his wike, In 2071, the Lone
Lagie incident and increasing military tension made he dty an
uncomfortable place tolive, so the young couple returned o Kyotc.

Tsuruga was becoming an increasingly powerlul company.
aricd the family lived a comfortable and pleasant life until 2021,
when the birth pangs of UGE wracked the world. Millions of peo-
ple frem all walks of Hife found themselves transicrming. into orks
and trolls—and Yuri Shilsanakuji, age rwo. was one of them, A
the time of his son's change, Tadamako was in the midst of a bat-
tle tor control of Tsuruga's oard in the wake of his father's death,
and the presence of a kawardhite in his family meant one maore
plece of ammunition that his enemies could use against him., He
wouldn't let his son be taken o the newly formed kavaruhito
camps, but neither could he leave the boy exposed to his corpo-
rate enemies and the virulent racism sweeping lapan. Regrethully,

1]

he sent Yurl back to Russia with bis mother as soon as he: had
recovered enough to ravel, hoping that he could return home

whoen Jappan came o its senses. Tatiana, fuious at what she saw as
Tadamake's weakness in refusing (o defend his Family, never
speke directly fo Tadamako again. Thel divorce. finalized some
theee years larer, was a mere Fosrrmaliog

Tacdamako never spole of his son's change o anyone; his
friencls ke that Yurl Russia with Tatiana, but
Tadamako never revedled any more than that. He swore never o

hacl mowved o
let his son's condition Interfere with his business: decisions, and
when raclal issues came Defore he board, he often Overcompen
sated by casting anti-metaliwnman votes (o prove to himsell that his
conscience was clearn As bie grew older, Tadamale's guilt over
abandoning his son in the Interests of business snawed at him, He
recently began to help the pre-metahuman faction of the board,
subrly at frst and then mere epenly, hoping fosomehow make
armends and perbaps one day be able to publicly acknowledge his
SO0,

Buttercup discovered Yurl's secrer several years agioe and sec
her agents to cbaerving the voung man, for she always believed
that Yurl could have a significant impact on the future of
Yamatetsu and did her besr to ensure that his influence worked in
her Favar.

The Biz Move

Unfortunacely, Tadamako Shibanokuji neser gal o propery
intreschuce his goblinized son o Yamatetsu as he hoped. On fanuary
7. 2059 Tadamale suftered a debilitating lef-rain stroke, render-
ing him speechiess and completely incapalile of participacing in the
day-to-day aperations o Lnder the terms of
Tadamaka's lving will, his stack in Yarmatetsu was (o be vored by
CEC Saru hwano, giving the anti-metahuman faction an ebective

Yarmatetisu

locle on the board of directors Tor the duration of Tadamako s inca-
pacitalion. lwano and company began using their control of
Shibanokuji s vores 1o cement thelr hold on the board of directars,
beginning by voting Hideo Yoshida back in as chairman of the
board, where he Began bringing the corparation’s policy more in
line with the mainstream [apanese view of metahumanity
Tadamakeo died in the haspital six weeks later without recoy

efing his power of speech. and ownership of his shares reveried
ta his son Yuri, Mast of the directors, ar first shocked 1o discoves
that Tadamaka's heir was an orll, automabically assamed thar Yol
wolld sell the shares to them and retire on the proceeds, Contrany
to th= board s expectations, Yuri chose to keep his father s shares;
return to Kyata and take his place on the boared of direciors—
despite Increasingly blatant threats from the rest of the board it he
followed through with this apparent whim, Yur alse controlled his
miather's visting shares, and Buttercups spent several weeks quier
Iy buying out a number of lesser shareholde:s m the weeks ol
lowing Tadamake's death, This voting block, combined with the
surpirise of his arrival, enabled Yuri to reclaim his father s seat as
chiairman-—an audacious act that outraged most of the Yamares.y
board as weell as MITI cthe Japanese mimstry of rade, Obscure
envirenmental regulations suddenly egan 1o be sorictly enforced
At Yamarersu plants throughouwt Japan, and whal should have been
routine audits of the corporate books became nightmarish exer-
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Cies in accounting lor every last nuyen. Though the government
never explicithy: stated its posidon., it became falrly obwvious thal
MITI infendec to continue punishing Yamaretsu until they no

longer had a kawaruhito - at the company' s helm,  Fuchi,
Mirsuhama. Renraku and Shicowase seized the apportunily to
solidiby thelr own power bases In Japan. and Yamarelso's stock
prices plummeted. By the end of April, it became clear that il Yur
Shibanolwji continued o cling stubbornty to the chairman s seat.
he waould destroy Yamatetsu—if the corporation didn’t manage 1o
destroy him frst, A least two boarcd members sold their shares
and refired, umailling o go down with whar appeared mw be a
doomed comporate ship: Iwano snapped dp their shares, striving
to gather enough votlng power to oust Yorl, On May 3, Yur bare
Iy sunvived an atcempt on his lite, .and the following doy he called
an emergency board meeting, Most of the board expected o
receive Yurl's resignation, but instead, he laid a plvotal motion
before the board: the proposed relocation of Yamatersu s corpa
rate Peadguarters from Byoto, Japan, o his own home of
Viadivasiok, Russla.

Even Yuris supporters refused @ back such a radical noton.
and the plan seemed doomed to failure untll Buttercup took the
padium, For pventy-five eloguent minutes, she spoke of the
equality at all metahumanity, |apan s berrayal ef ts own people,
andl the apportunity for Yamatersu ta be at the vanguard of a step
into a better world, As her argument, she produced a staggenng
collection of proxies rom virtually every minoricy shareholder in
the Yarmadtetsu empire, all in favor of the move to Viadivostok. The
proxies totaled nearly a guarter of Yamaretsu's available stocl
combined with Buttercup’'s and Yuri's shares, they acdded up 1o
more than 54 percent of all voting shares. As the boardroom sat
In stunned, unbelieving silence, the motion for pulling the corpe
rate headaudrters out of |apan passed

Fall of the Rising Sun

As soon as Yamatetsu announced its departure from |apan,
the corpordation’'s stock price plunged further and Buttercup
played hoer trump card, With the financial backing of the nascent
Facific Prosperlty Group and her own immense fortune, the anima
Baught up all avallable publicly traded shares of Yamatersu stocl,
a Buyout that gave her personal control of some 37 percent of the
corporation, This coup means that as long as Buttercup .and Yuri
Shibanakufi wote together, they control Yamaretsu, though
Because Shibanolkuji and Buttercup make ne etfort to remove him,
Sarl bwano remains as Yamatetsu's president and CEQ. At the
same fme that Yamatetsu began relocating its headguarters o
Vladivostok, virtually all of Yamatersu's office and protessional
Buildings in Japan began emptying out as various departments
relocated o Viadivostok, Hong Kong, Singapore. Taipei and other
Pacific Kim porls,

I fuly of 205%, Fuchi Corparate Court justice David Hague
ciied] undder mystenous crcumstances in Seartle (see Death of a
Megacorp, . 25] Too torn by internal dissension to push strong-
Iy for a replacement, Fuchi effectively left the election of a new
justice wide-open, which caused even more than the usual
armount of corporate wrangling, deal making and backbiting. No
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ane wanted any of the corporations that already sat two justices
tAres, Mitsubama and Saeder-Krupp) o oaet a third: Fochl and
Renralu were so usy dragaing each other down that they both
failed to selze the chance to win anather seat; and the rest of the
Court viewsd Yamatetsu as too unstable atter its move to warrant
a-sesit, which left Shiawase and Aztechnolosy as the only sofid
contenders, Other considerations soll remained, howeven no ene
wanted Artechnelogy (o gain any more power on the Court, and
the: nom-Japanese corps wanted to avoid giving the Japanese cor-
porate Bloc any more power when their economy was 5o unsta-
ble. When the dust settled, Li Feng, an audacious young corporate
attorney [rom Wuxing. sat on the Court as tha newest justice, A
compromise chalce suggested by Yamartetsu, all sides accepted Li
because they believed they could readily manipulate the new-
comer cue to his inesperence, Whatever his ability, his presence
on the Court automatically elevated Wuxing o AAA megacom
slarus.

With Wuxing joining the Big (now) Nine and Yamaretsu shift-
ing sices In their favor, the freshly born MPG has already achleved
senous economic clout, Other Pacific Rim companies Hock o join,
and by the end of 2059 the balance of power In the Paclfic has
shifted signilicantly in favor of the PPG.With Fuchi effectively oug
al existence and Renraku sutfering from numerous setbacks, the
lapanese economy begins sliding further into recession.

ltonically, Yamatetsu's departure trom  Japan leaves that
country’'s metahumans in an even worse position than betore. The
ane major employer who was most willing e hire therm has now
essentially disappeared, and the generally below-average
incomes of the metahumans means that chey are hit even harder
than humans [y the country's economic downturn, Furthermaore,
public apinion Blames the metas for driving Yamatetsu to foreign
shores. Racial violence in |apan spilkes sharply in the six months
after the move 1o Viadivostol,

Iy Califarria, rumers begin to spread thar [apan will be with-
crawing same of its troops from San Franclsco to help maintain
peace at home. Responding (o perceived japanese weakness,
activity by anti-occupation resistance groups picks up shenificant-
Iy in late 205% and early 2060, The troop movements, Fowever,
Con’t materialize.

amaller corporations struggle to buy oul those Yamateisu
subsidiaries that will be difficule or expensive to relocare, MOCT and
Shiawase also fake advantage of Yamatetsu's departure by
expanding into markets leit vacant by the megacom's absence,
Orwver time, these measures begin reducing anemployment-and
stabilizing the economy, lapan holds on o ts position as the most
poweriul single nation in the Pacific. but it ne longer enjoys near-
rotal corminance.

THE PLAYERS

This section describes the major comporate players i the
MPacific Rim clash, as well as some significant incividoals within
each corporation. Those corporatdons and individuals likely o
affect events in Seattle receive special emprhasis, While the chas-
acters may never inceract directly with any of these entities, it s
impartant for the gamemaster to thoroughly understand whar
motivates these parties In their vanous conflices
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EASTERN TIGER CORPORATION

President/CEO: Se-|long Lee | s 5 ' ] TR
Headquarters: I'usan, Korea : g | I”;I ‘I ‘.Ih"" ﬁr’lf
Ty, L | (LKA L!ﬂlﬁ-.
: s

Business Profile:

Unified Korea's largest single corporation. Bastern Tiger s
bullt on a strong foundation of petrachemical and heawy manu
lacturing companies. Since 2050, the company has expanclec
rpicdly, opening divisions (n Australia, Brunei, the Salish-Shidhe
Councll, Seattle and Hawai'i. It also has diversified its business
interests Into biotechnology, entertainment, consumer goods.
agriculture and ocher fields. 5e-jong Lee has developec a repura
o as a shrewd bur cautious bBusinessman, swift to seize an
opportunity but sometimes wo quick to cut and run it the situa
tlon turns saurn, Under his leaderstip, ETC has become a nominal
member of the Pacific Prospenty Group, but Lee has offered the
arganization little maore than lip service. IF competitdoen against the
lapanese megacorps gefs oo ferce, many corp-watchers suspect
that ETC will quietly back out of the organization, However. Lee
alsa bears grudges against Renraku and MCT, which have foiled a
number ot his expansien plans in the past, and may be willing o
take bigger risks in order (o see his rivals suffer, ETC s Seartle divi
sion is headed by Yong-jo Moon, a nephew of Lee's who shares
hls uncle's cautious nature, Though the company's trucks recent-
ty have been the targel of numerous attacks by the Red Rovers go
gang, Lee has flatly denied Moon's requests to hire additional
security personnel. Lee thinks that Moon must learn to operare
with the rescurces on hand. and he is worried that the attacks are
rmerely a diversion lor something more insidious, Moon is consicl
erng turning ta the shadows [or additional muscle but has nor hadd
the courage o do so yel,

REETT

FEDERATED BOEING
Mresidemnt /CED: Jessica Sirlann
Headguaners: Seattle, LICAS

Business Mrofile:

ted-Boeing is the only UCAS corporation of significant size to
express Interest in jeining the Pacific Mrospenty Group: apparent-
Iy wiewing the PG as a way o repay Mitsubama for s numeraus
attempts to-talke over the company.

ted-Boeing has large plants in Viadivostok, Malaysia
Indonesia and many other places where thoy were able fo buy
existing aerospace facilities or allowed o take advantase of nat-
ural mineral deposits, In the Pacific or elsewhere, Many of the
Pacific Rim natlens that serve as homes o Fed-Boeing plants feel
thar the company has been particularly ruthless in exploiting choei
land. their people and In sorme cases their govermment. and have
not exactly welcomed Fed-Boeing with open arms. Despite these
misgivings, the I'PG sees Fed-Boelng as a potentially uselul ally,
and while the carporation has not officially been offered member
ship, the PPPG is more than willing to accepr-any aid that Fed
Boeling has to offer,
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Jessica Sivlanni

Sirtanni 1= a self-made wormarn who has developed a reputa-
tlon for ruthlessness In both her business and personal dealings,
Sne ook the company s helm o late 20657 after a protracted
poweer srruggle with former CEO O William Vosel, While not all of
her unclerdings like her personally. maost will readily agree that she
Can keep the carporaton lean and prohealle,

Siranmi has connections with a wide vaneny of shady indiviclu-
als, and some of these relaconships predate her career wath Fecl-
Boeing. Though tew of her coworkers know about if, she was o a
squarter N Boise, the poorest par of Auburn, Asoa chold, she
warched the planes and helicopters Hying weand from the Federated
Baeing plant in Auburn-and swore @ one cay fy one. From stolen
books and compassionare local teachers.. Sinanni taught herself
enough to ger into Seartle Central Community College. Paying her
awnoway through coliege with [obs tegal and orherwise, she learmed
quickly and eventually earned an aerospace engineering degres
from the Unpiversity of Washington, foining Fed-Boeing as a
draftswoman. she workeo herway up o become director of aircraft
wedpenny. director of Auburn operations, and now the company’'s
president and CEO. She is a hands-on manager who is not afraid to
breal the rules it it will benefit herself or her company.

KWONSHAM INDUSTRIES
Mresident: |ae-Myung [Kim
Headguarters: Pvoneyang, Korea

Business Profile:

Kowonsharm was farmed in 2006 during the food of corporate
buyouts that fallovwed in the walie of the Korean reunification, The
fewly perivatized companies-of what was formerly North Korea
wiere Deing snapped up lefo and nght by South Korean mdereses
and foreian mesacorparations, The interests of mutaal sueyival
prompled a docen of the larger “orphans” o Dand oaether into
the Kwon Sham Graap. A combination of luck and business acu
rmen enalbded them (o survive the buyoul craee in good financial
health and even tale over same of their smaller rivals themselves.
Toclay. the remamed FEwonsham  Industries = one of Unified
Korea's largest employers, producing prodects in a wide varlety
af industrial, electronic and agricultural Aelds.

The comoration has had few opporiunities for expansion out-
side khorea, which is why Presicent Jae-Myung Kim has wholeheart-
edly embraced the Pacific Prosperity Group, An atfable man in his
early fifties, Kim wants to build Kwonsham into a multinational cor-
poration hetore handing It over to his son, and he has made numer-
ous recent rips (o Seattle to lay the grouncwork tor a UCAS-based
transportation division, Rurmars indicate that he also met with repre-
senitatives af the Choson Seculpa Ring dunng several of these visits,
but ne beard evidende has emersed o support these claims

MONOBE INTERNATIONAL
President /COO: Toshies Micaalr
Headguarters: Matsuyvarma, Japan

Business Proflie:
A telonlsle A7

Big rime. Monolse owns as diverse a web of subsidiaries a5 any

medacorporation with dreams of making the
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AAA comp. Bictechnology, Arearms, oyberdeck components, traw-
€l services, genelic engineering and advanced comimunications
rescarch are all elements of Monobe's worldwide corporate
empire. The corporatien could have made a strong push for first-
fier status as far back-as 2054, bur then-President Sho Kubota was
more interested in lining his personal bank accounts than chal-
lensing the Big Light. In lanuary 2059 Chief Opemating Officer
Toshio Mitsukuri pulled off a vicious coup, getting himself vored
iy s president and replacing most of the executive officers with:
ia wieek' s time, Kubota shrugged, sold off his stock and headed
tar 5 Lanka Tor a decadent retirement. Untoriunarcely, his private
plane disappeared from radar at some point during che Hight and
Fee a0 e baeared Froary sinee, Mitsokorn never even hinted that
he was involved in Kubota's disappearance, but his bloodrehirsty
reputation preceded him, and the rest of the board has been
wallting on egashells since he took poswer.,

Monobe has been busy grablvng whatever scraps it can from
Yamatersu, Renraku and Fuchi, and it is likely to aggressively pur-
sue full AAA status under dMitsukuri’'s leadership, The Japanese
megacorps are srill smarting from Yamatersu's relocalion, and if
the apportunicy arises, are likely o promote Monobe' s ascension
in-oroer to kalance Wuxing s arrival on the Carporate Court,

PACIFIC PROSPERITY GROLUP

Chairman: [zu Cheng

Headquarters: Hong Kong Free Enterprise Zone

Members: Lastern Tiger, Gasatronics, Kwonsham Industries.
Lami Loolk Fagkaon, Malaysian Independent Bank, PacRim
Communications Unlimited, Shibata Construction and

fan Tien, Universal Omnitech, Wuxing, Yamatetsu

Engineering, 2,

ard fweebee okbers,

Business Profile:

I s Pprief existence w date; the PPGhas irrevocably changed
the corporate poser structure e the world, Backedd by two AARA
megacorps and their seats on the Corporate Court, the PPG now
rivals the Japanacorps in terms of clout and economic strength. The
ackbone of the MG has been the Malaysian Independent Bank,
which is now neanng the stze of the Pacific Rim Bank thanks to PG
support. Clearly, the PMG hopes o see the MIB take over the role
that the Pacific Rim Banl has played for many Mac-Rim comps over
the vears and further che PP s independence rom |apan,

The PP acts as a coalition body, In a roughlby similar tashion
o MATO or OFPEC in the twentieth century, Any corporation based
in a Pacific Rim country (fram Sibera to Australia, Athabaskan
Council to Chile, and anything in between) and in agreement with
the group's charter may petiton for membership. Bach member
corporation has a representative on the PPG's board, and the PG
elects (ts chalrman froam this Board, The privileses of membership
include special rates with the MIB, favored trade status with other
PP corpes and cortaln countries under thedr influence, and a united
fromt against japanacorn dominance. I additon, PPG corps have
rrgtun sewveral joint projects and research-exchiange programs in
orcler 1o malke themselves more competitive with the Japanese,
Sounes of the saller MPG corps, such as Mangadyne, Paolynesian
Fuels and Red Wheel Engineering, have alteady profited greatly,
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There also are other perks and responsibilities of membership, from
ules of competition to producton limiacons, Certain areas, such as
Hong Kong, Singapare, Viadivostok and Vancouver, are aiso boing,
developed as PPG-favored cenlers of commerce

lzu Cheng, a gregarious. and cunning negotiator Frearm
Wuxing, was elected as the first chairman and has perfarmed
adrmiralily thus far, He has done a terrific job of balancing the inter-
ests of blg comps like Yamatetsu with the mare numercus smaller
Corps o everyone's satlsfaction,

Sa far, there have been few internal problems within the PPG.
Presently, both Fecerated Boeing and Lockheed have submitted
petitions to jain, but their conflicting business intereses and Fed-
Boeing's rather cavalier attitude toward pillaging Tac-Rim
resources have made thelr membership a contested issue.

PACIFIC RIM BANK AND

FINANCIAL SERVICES CORPORATION
President: Encao Kyaoji

Headquarters: Toloya, japan

Business Profile:

The lareest bank in the Pacific, the Pacific Rim Banl finds irseif in
a somewhat precarious political sicuation with the rise of the Pacific
Prosperity Group, While virtually all major Japanese comporations (8!
business with the PRB, so do most of the larger corporations in China,
Korea, Taiwan, Australia, Vietnam and eastern Russla——most of them
members of the PPG. As a result, the bank must walle a fine line ir
order to avoid alienating elther faction and losing billions of nuyen in
business, So far, the bank has remained steadfasily neutral, despite
increasing pressure from the Japanese government and megacarns
tey charge PG members more Interest and pay them less, Homwvenvier,
several PPG member companies are beginning o relocate their
fnancial assets to the Malaysian Independent Bank anyway, and with
the |apanese econamy continuing 1o struggle, most observers Fel
that it will only be a matter of e before the Pacific Rim Bank beging
lo slant its policies agalnst the PP,

TAN TIEN, INC.
President/CEQ: Sau-kol Chu
Headquarters: Beijing, Republic of Chinag

Business Profile:

Tan Tien is a rarity among corporations 0 the Chinese nalian
states—a company that has mace an impact outside China with-
out being snapped up by one of the AAA corps, Extremely small
by megacorporate standards, Tan Tien barely qualkifies as a third-
ter megacorp In terms of gross cash flow, However, jts
researchers have been among the leaders in protein dald storage,
cranial cyberdeck design and nonintrusive neural Interfaces tor
some years now. While Tan Tien does produce some hardware
and Bioware directly, most of the company's efforts are focused
on pure research, which fs then copyrighted and licensed o other
megacorps for a handsome profit. Fuchi, Renralku ancl Mitsuharma
have all made takeover bids on the company—maore than once, [n
Benralu s case—Iin arder 1o keep this profitable research In-house
and unavallable to the other coms, Each time, however the

I

would-be takeover either fRilled to materialize or was called off at
e last minute, Rumans abound as o how the company has main-
rained its Independence, but no hard facts have emerged. From
tales of a cadre of "homegrown” otaku wh distupt competitors
stock purchase attempes to stories thal the great dragon Lung has

some degree of ownership, the rumors grow larger with each
failed taleover attempt, The company seems likely o continie Lo
attract attention in the tuture.

Sau-kok Chu. the enigmatic and reclusive CEC of Tan Ten, s
a highly respecred business leader inthe Chinese Republic. and
many  larger Chinese corporations use [an lien s aclivities as
guidelines for their own. When Chu aligned his company with
Wuxing and the Pacific Prosperity Groupr several other Chinese
corporations followed his lead. Most observers believe that Tan
Fien's newest concept, a multi-user cyberdecking interface called
Parallel Thought that s barely inte the prototype phase, will only
be licensed o PPG member companies. and thal provious con
tracts with the |apanese megacorps will nor be renewed when
they expire, IF that turns out to be the case, MCT and Renraku will
certainly redouble their efforts to selze control ol lan Tien.

WLUXING, INC.
President/CEO: Wu Lung-\Wai
Headquarters: Hong Kong Free Enterprise Zene

Business Proflle:

In the past owo years, Wuxing has embarked on an ambitious
and largely successtul expansion progeam. making it the largest and
mest powerful of Hong Kong's “native” corporations. The catalyst
thar lifted this third-tier corporation (o near-AAA  status was a
bequest of two hundred million nuyen rom Dunkelzabin, The cash
mfux provided the resources o broaden and deepen Wuxing s
Imvalvement in a number of fields, incloding blochemisery, geneic
engineering, agriculture and an extremely diversified consumes
goods division. Wuxing also specializes in transpartation, mforma
tion management, diversified agriculiure, precious resources and,
allegedly, magical research, Dunkelzahn's stamp of approval also
acted as a confidence booster for the company and its shareholders,
resulting inan even larger influx of nvestment capital, Shrewd
investments anc an almeost prescient knowledge of market devel
opmenls has allowed Wuxing to build an impressive corparate
ermplre ina relatively shorl period of fime.

Rumots persist thal one of more Triads are deeply involved with
Wiixing. but these allegations cannot be substantiated, Aftem s o
trace the details of Wuxing's cash flow have been consistently
stymied by the complexity of the corparation s Dusiness structure as
well as some sophisticated Matrix defenses. Many cbservers see
these factors alone as proof of Triad involvement in the corporation,

Wu Lung-Wal

Brilliant, charismatic. well-educated and extraordinarily
shrewd. Wo Lung-Wai has become one of the most respected—
and feared—Dbusinessmen in the Pacific Rim. Lung-Wai inherited
control of Wuxing from his father bt has aimost single-handedly
Bullt it into a corporace glant well beyond his father s dreams.
Several sources repart thar Lung-Wal appears 1o be rasically

BLOODIN THE BOARDROOIN



active, but there are no confirmed instances of him actually cast-
ing spells or performing other sarcerous activiry. He 1s somewhat
of an anachronism in that he prefers to conduct all impartant busi-
ness meetings face-to-face, rather than via vidphone or Matiix
conferences, Combined with his alleged magical abiliby, this has
led soime observors te speculare that Lung-Wal may be some nype
of “sodcial adept,” a physical adept whose talents run to persuasion
and influence ather than strength and speed.,

Whether the nature of his ability 15 magical or mundane,
Lung-Wal is definitely a force o be reckoned with in the Paclfc
Fim. NMow that he has forged the most powerful corporacions from
ten countries into a single faree, "Hong Kong's
Kingmaker” seems likely to play an even bigger role in the future
of the Paclfic.

e

Sun Runming

Sun Bunming, the headl of Wuxing's newly unded Seattle divi-
slon, has made a career out of being underestimated, A portly,
cheerful Chinese man In his late ffties, Runming strikes mose
ohservers as an obilvicus hedanist who cares more aboul enjoying
his decadent lifestyle than making amy significant business decisions,
Business meetings with him fequently degenerate inlo lade-night
drinking and carousing sesslons. with bavedy [ohes and expensbee
lequor Rowing freely, However, Runming has an almost unnatural
aballity to keep his head about him and will pounce on any morment
of wiesakness or ship of the tongue without hesitatdon. Few peaple fall
[rey ta his "gaod ol boy™ act more than once, but most of his Busi-
ness rivals don't see the intelligence behind the fagade until too late,

YAKASHIMA TECHNOLOGIES
President/CEC: Hiroshil Yakashirma
Headquarters: ;'I'rLilll:{'.:ll'la:"IH'I:'l, fapar

Business Profile:

Renowned for some years as the "hostile-takeover king of
lapan,” Yakashima has built a compact, efficient corporate empire
through a combination of extradrdinasy insight and dirty ricks.
Ater growing Impressively during the early 2050s, Yakashima
inherited a substantal sum from Dunkelzabn and appeared to be
on the verge of making the big time. However, the company's
good fortune attracted unwanted interest from several AAN
megacorporations. notably Yamatersu and Ares, and Yakashima
Feund its own subsidiaries an the wrong end of a serles of corpo-
rate acouisitions. While able o keep 5 core Dusinesses intact, the
comaration found its opporunities for further growth stunted as it
focused on maintaining the company’s Integrity.

Mo that Yamatetsu, its main local rival. s ot of (e picture,
Yakashima has resumed [ts rale as [apan’s premier corporate
preclaton | has already snapped up several Yamatersu subsidiarles
that were undefended due o internal power struggales, and
Hirashl Yakashima seems to have taken particular pleasure in lay-
ing off the metabuman workers emplayed by those companies,
The company's PR departrent has begun to partray Yakashima as
fghting o war far human purity, and |apan’s human citizens seem
te believe il; the company's reputation and stock are as strong as
they ever have [aeen.

BLOODDIND THE BONRDORODIT
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YAMATETSU CORPORATION
President/CEQ: Saru bwano
Headguarters: Viadivastok, Russian Republic

Business Profile:

Yarnatersy is one of the least well-known of the AAA mega
corporations, farticularly in the LICAS. The company lacks a dis-
tinchive corporate image and seems content o leave [t that way,
preferting te let ivs subsidiary companies earn thelr own reputa
rigns rather than feeding off the main corporate rep. This also has
its acvantages when things go badly for a subsidiary. as image
prabiems rarely reflect badly on Yamatetsu itsell, Despite its posi
tion as “the other megacons,” Yamatetsu stll -has a formidable
degree of power, particalarly in the Pacific and Sourh America.

Buttercup

Bureercup is a freeally spinl, summoned by a powertul magl
cian centuries belore the Awakening, She became free some time
before the pwentieth century and since that time has quietly
abserved mankind in all its tnumphs and foibles, She long
believed herself to be far superion (o mere humanicy, and when
she deigned to notice merals at all she often treated them as
pets. Her mortal acquaintances would fingd themselves rewarded
ar punished at Burtercup's whim, olfen withoul knowing why ar
even wha was behind their sudden good or bad fartune,

With the Awakening, however, supernatural creatures
becarne much mare commeaon, and Buttercup found that more and
mecre of them o were interfering with “her” hamans, Eventually, this
led her toa direct conflict with Dunleeslzabhny, who bound her Inan
underprivileged ork's body for a year and a day o teach her a
harsh lesson about the undamental equalivy of all life forms, After
sulking for a decade or so, Buttercup realized that Dunkelzahn was
nghr and began working o promote equalicy among all sentent
beings: Under Dunkelzahn's tutelage, she boughe shares in sever-
al large corporations and increased her lnvestments in thase that
became the most infuential, Yamatetsu has become the maost
powerful of her investments, and she has spent numerous years
observing rhe activity in the megacorporation’s Boardroom

Only with Dunkelzahn's death, however, did she feel com-
pelled o begin acting rather than just watching: She began o
push Yamaretsu toward the meta-friendly stance that i1 nowe main-
tains and |Is doing her best to accelerate the process: She has
come te the conclusion that |apan is simply nor ready for racial
equality and has begun looking for a better base of operations,
With Tadamako Shibanokuji's death, she saw an opening and was
able to use her far-reaching welr of contacts to make her move,
While she s usually perceived as a friendly. positive: entity,
Buttercup is capable of being extremely ruthless when she deems
it appropriate.

In human ferm, Buttercup appears as a petite; prety
lapanese girl. She looks approximately eighteen, with long black
hair that she often tes up, and a very expressive face that pracri-
cally glows when she becomes excited or agitated. Very graceful,
she does not wall s much as glide across the floor: She appar-
ently does not feel inhibited by her small scature. often using her
three-dimensional movement power to foat slightly above the
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person to whom she is speaking. She prefers traditional Japanese

clothing but has been knowrn to dress ina more madern style. Her
known powers Include Astral Gatesway, Aura Masking, Human
Form, Mossession, Sarcery and Wealth, In addition, Bullercup may
use the Sense Link ally poneer with anyone who fecds her Karma.
and anyone who knows her true name can attempt 1o use
l[elepathic Link with [er

Yuri Shibanokuji

Despite his part-lapanese heritage, Yurl is a “true” ork rather
thar an ani. Thaugsh beowas oo huaman, Yorl remembers nothing
af the time before his aoblinization. and has adaped rather well
o ik as an orle, Fs lave maother ralsed bim with strong morals and
A solicd education, and the multiracial emsvironment of Viadivosook
helperd keep Yur fFom underestimating himselt because ot his
race, Menw approaching his fortieth birthelay, Yuri has become the
successful awerner of A smuall chain of restaurants and has practiced
s Dusiness skitls by ovating the Yamatetsu shares his motcher
i e divoices from Tadamalko. He alsa inherited his
miather's [Hieerness (owarel his tacther; even i he had been invited
o join the lamily business, it is unlikely that he weould have
acceptedd s lather's peace offering. However, he also inherired
his mather’ s stubbornness; once he inherited Tadamako's shares,
he was determined to use them as he saw fit, no matter whao tried
@ @et him raesell hem and walk away. While he has a good busi-
pEss mind, Yuri is Inoowver his head ac Yamatersu and he knows it
Buttercup and MNewrton Chin have leen his anly consistent aliies

alatalie

on the board of directors, and he has begun ta lean heavily an

1

ther in his decision-making process. He feels significantly mare
comfarcable in Viadivostok than in Japan and plans (o grow more
independent as he becomes more familiar with megacorporare
politics, Howewer, neither Buttercup's taction nor the |apanese are
ety to benefit from Yur's independence, ard he o will have 1o
waalle carefully i he plans to survive his st year as chairman,

Jacques Barmard

Barmard is the executive vice president of Yamateosu Narth
America and rhe farmer head of Yamatersu Seattle, Despite pos
sessing some ability as a hermetic mage himsell. he has devel
aped a significant mistrust for any spidis he does not personally
control. As a result, Barmnard has a long-standing feud with
Buttercup and will use underhanded measures e cast Buttercup
in a negative light whorever possible, He dees not sit on
Yamatetsu's bodard of directars. but he has-same degres of Influ-
ence with those swho do, While he now lives In KEyatg, he keeps
close tabs on activities i Seattle, hils old ermitory, by way of his
farmer camptrobier, Mary Luce. He also has a number of personal
contacts [n Seattle’s shadow community and is not afraid to use
them 1o conduc] operations that are outsicle Yamaretsu's official
Lusiness channels, Ruthless, derermined and efficient, Barnard is

a dlanaerous foe,

Mary Luce

Barnard’s successor as head of Yamatersu Seartle, Luce has
alrmost tocal confrel over the Corporacion’s activities In the City,
She has maintained and enlarged Barnard s web of shadow con-
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OUT OF THE EAST

Event 2

The lollawing morning, the fixer calls the fuinmers, Fle's found
Aleerni and wants the runners o check up on her She's being held
At Tacora s Charily Caeneral Hospiral, where shioowas [rresashse after
being lound unconscious by the side of the road nearby. IF they
tell him about the Yaraletsu mvestizatons, he wants them w got
herout of the hospital befare the investigarors find her e,

When the runmers arrive at the hospical . Aleen s conscious
bur has no recollection of the previous day's evenrs alter some-
one called her name as shie wais leavine the mall Apart freme this
partial amnesia. she seems physically unharmed, though e
purse and credstick are gone. The Yamatetsy squad has called
abead and asked the hospital 1o hald Akemi there so the runners
will Bavver toreither Force their wiy oul or snedl out with her Il
asleed about the Yamatetsu lnvestgalors Akemi states that she
was helping care o fermer Yamatelsu Chairman  Tadamake
Shilvivakuji the night bedied several moiithsago, She recalls see
g Buttercup who was sitting by Shibanolagji’s bedside, ook up
al her and wsmble AHer that, she seems (o have blacked out and
the next thing she recalls s withdrawing o needle from
Shibanokuji's arme She s not sure what she was injecting ino him
o swhen Buttercup et Some twenty minutes later, Shibanokouil
wenl Inle cardiac arrest, and dactors were unalile {0 save him
She believes thal Bualtercap may have possessed bhoer o othenwise
Forced et Kill Shibanoligjl and that Yoamateso somehionee foond
our Akemi s elwvioushe disrraushe at the thouahe that she nay
Rave murdered someone. I asked abouat her socdden distress a
SOMEChIng that happencod Se o amo, Aloemd suposes thal she
hacl Iacked it oot of e mind until recenrly

In realicy, the mped on Akemi save Shibanokujl wied Just
routine: antcoagulant . ool Butteroum was noc at the aospial he
might” he died, Condervative elemenes at ¥amatetsu sesk o dive
A wedge Petwesn Bultercup and Yori Shibanoko) angd plan e
frarme Buttercup for Tackunake s minder Since Butteraup's oppo
nents had control of Tackomialas s shares as ong as beowas alive but
incapacitated, Butteraupn hagl a clear motive for murder to oo the

shares, and their wodes o e Toeds of vseri sweliom she comld

manipulate more easily. Afer tackme Alemil o Seattle,
Yamateisy shadow operativos Kdoogaped e andd masicalby
alered Tweromemanes ob (hal misho sa e siee weonld recall

Buttercup’s prescnce ancl chess o Blaclkaoon peroo, Thoen o sedcons
set-al Yarmatelsu operatices woas o] e oseel ool Akl for opecs
it st e

rioning alwour Ladamabee s dearhs The esidene e

eaongh eitonvi] Akciod o Buttercup o muarden, bat sl g
Eetinnlye cetunses Yurrh Cexormvisdrast Boceercogd andh it b s

Tul weeatinge bdoc ik on Yarmadersag < boarct.
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OUT OF THE EHST

Mers I:I:r_:r:;in!.-I the figer OF ruanner o call, ar ||-L'r|'|.'.r1.'f. Ehee tresrs gy 1o
call the Axery and threaten to il him unless Akemi is brought (o
them, They proemise thar she will not be barmed, cnly questionec
about the evenls of the night thar Tadarmaks died. The exchange is
o e made at an abandoned warehouse n Puyallup, which sug-
@ests that whatever is going an probably lsnt part of anofficial
investigation. When the runners amve al the warehouse, thesy
natice that one af the Yamaetsu operatives 1S carrying a portacam.
The fixer or captive runner is turned over o them, angry bul
unharmed, and the runners are allowed 1o remain on the scene iF
they stay off-camera and don't cause any trouble. With the camera
rolling, Akeml is asked abour the events of the night in questian,
and she recounts what happened the way she falsely) remembers
it The questioner thanks her for her honesty and assures her that
she will nor be charged iF her story of possession s trae, Suddenly,
a shat rings put, Akemi sprawls fo the floor ina spray of blood, and
the Yamatersu agents lmimediately open fire on the runners, To add
realism o their “evidence” against Buttercup, they want their flmed
record to show "Buttercup's agents” (Le., the runners) attacking
thern In order to ruly out the withess and cestroy the llmed ewvi-
dence, One of their own men, standing near the anners. Ared at
Akeml 1o set the scene iy motion. While most of the Yamatetsu
team fights a rearguard action, the cameraman and another opera-
v flee the scene in order 1o get the “evidence” w Yamatetsu and
thence o Yuri Shibanoku|l,

Climax

The runners have two opportunities to foil this plot. If they
can recovel Akemi and escape. her life can still be saved and she
will remember the truth abour Tadamaka's death as soon as the
spell has worn off. The Yamatetsu team realizes this and will pur-
sue the runners noan attempt to finish off Akemi, The climactic
battle will llkely be an attack on the hospital, clinlc or safehouse to
which the runners take her

The runners may instead choose to pursue the cameramarn in
an effort ta stop him from getting the "evidence ™ to Yamatetsu,
He was using a short-haul transmitter to send the recording
directly to a rigged van stationed nearby, so I the runpers take
imi cown they should reallze they need o find the recipient of
the transmission, In a quicl search, the runners will notice a van
speeding away from the area. This will result in a micnight chase
through the streets of Seattle, with the Yamatetsu team racing to
get to thelr company’s heacdguarters and upload the data to thee
Yamateisu mainframe

Sequels

If the runners are alile o prove that Akemi had noching to do
with Shibanolkuji's death, Buttercup will make a very public mat
ter of the whale incident, making sure that Yuri and the rest of the
carporation know that her enemies were tying to frame her This
I« because, of course. Buttercup did have Tadamako Shibanekujl
killedl. albelt in a much subtier and more indirect manne:. The
attention brought ta the whole Akemil affair may bring the runners
some unwanted attention from vartous factions In Yamatersu.
Thelr fixer's judsment of them will also depend on how well they
performed in protecting him and Akeml.

i

MAINFRAMED

Fremise

The runners are hired to steal the contents of a tuck bound
for an office bullding in downtown Seattle. There 15 a great alr of
seciecy about the entire mowve, but varous clues hint that the
cargo may be computer ecuipment Fom Yamatetsu's former
headguarters [n Kyoto, Predictably. the runners are not (e only
party interested in the tucks. IF ey nally do deliver the cargo 1o
their contact, another twist awaits as they find that they aned other
would-be thieves are belng played asainst one another by thelr
common employer

Setup

The runners are contacted by a fixer they knosw and trust, who
asks if they re interested 11 a high-profile job with the potential to
significanty boost thelr reps. IF they express an inlerest, he sets
up a meeting with a Ms. [ohnson at the Ling Ho otental restau-
rant. [ohnson, a fortyish Japanese woman, hires the unners to
hijack owo large crates (3 x 2 x 2 meters) that will be amving al
Pier 27 in approximately 48 hours on a ship called the Manerio.
The crates will be loaded cnro a truck. which will then head for the
City Center building in downtown Seattie. The runners should
instead bring the crates 1o ancther office building on the shores ol
Green Lake, some elght miles north, 6 is imporant that the
iunspecified) cargo is not damaged. and also thal no one follows
the runners to thelr destination. Guards on the ship and the truck
will probally e few in number, but Ms, [ohnson expects them o
be wary, She offers the runners a reasonably large payment lor
delivery, with possible bonuses tor fast delivery amd penalties tor
damaged cargo

Perceptive runners may notice a very sabile image of
Mitsubama Computer Technologies pagoda symbaol wioven into
the fabric of Ms. Johnson's suit. This Is actually a hoax; "Ms.
[ehnsen” warks For Waxing and is dne of the executives setling up
the corporation’s new Seattle office. She is trylng oo ind some tai-
ented shadow operatives for Wuxing's future needs and has
decided to play three groups of runners against one another to
find aut which has the most potential,

Event 1

Leswork will reveal to the runners thal the Maneliiiois an old
commercial freigheer owned by Tsuruga International, which in
turn Is ovmed by Yamaretso Asia. [tls apparently bound for Seattle
directly fram Osalka. The City Center building is the headquarters
of Yamatelsu Seattle and s only sesven blocks Trom the docks, so
the runners will need to wark fast, Investigation of the Green Lake
address will reveal that their destination is the former headguar-
ters of the Haukshorn Chemicals company, now divided up and
rented aul as office space to smaller companies, Careful research
will also reveal that an MCT subsidiary called Optical Industries
began renting an office in the Haukshorn towers only last week,
Like Ms. Johnson's MCT affiliaticon, most of this information con-
sists of carefully planted falsehoods. The Manekko is owned [y
Tsurusta International but was hijacked ¥ runners who thought
they were working for Renraku, Instead, they too were deceived
by Wuxing agents. The hijackers were supposed to bring their

HI_DOD N THE BOARDORDOIIT
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sbealey o arao toermest their "Kenraki” contact al - Wylie's Sala Inn,
Actoss the street from the Ciby Center building. Optical Industrigs
% an MCT subsidiary. But. they never had an office in the
Flaukshorn building; Wuxing deckers plamted that as a lalse clue

r.t,'lr Fhe runners

Event 2

Ihe Marekko arrives right on time, ar approximately 1700
hours. Several hours pass without incident other than o briel cos-
toms nspection, and it's well aber dark before the twio target
crates are off-loaded Into an unmarked Ares Roadmaster, A nuim-
er of "gudards” equal to the number of runiners, including one
mage, escort the vehicle; hall ride Honda Viking cycles in front of
and behind the ruck, while the mage and others rlde n the
Raadmaster. Perceptive runners may notice that the guaidds carry
silenced weapons and that the uniferms on somee are radbier i-fis-
ting—which suggests these are not really the expected camporate
guards. If the runners malke their move at the docks, they will
have to deal with port securicy. It they prefern o stike on the moad,
they will have to contend with unpredictable traffic and o very
short fime frame. In either case, heavy gunbire will atliact Lone
Star patrols.

fhe crates themselves dare heavy and Dear a carga manifest
indicating they are from Yamatetsu's international headlaquarcers in
Kyoto, Lach crare containg o massive malnframe compuder unll
capable of mnning a4 large and extremely advanced networl of
Marrix hosts, These could weil be part of Yamatetsu's eentral com-
pruter core, though why they would be brousht (o Seattle s any-
one's guess, Actually, they are older malnframes that Yamateisuy
no longer needs, sold 1o Wuxing o serve [he latter company's
computer needs In Seattle. There is a substantal amount o
Yamatetsu data on the mainframes, but 1 is all at leas) o year old
and none of It s classified or particulay valuable.

Event 3

When the runmers are abour halfway o thelr destination, hey
realize a large group of go-gangers is following them. The
aangers, members of the Eyve-Fivers, buzz the Roadmaster {or the
characters own vehicles) inoa very rthreatening manner. though
they will net attack directly, Thelr main purpose |s to distrace the
runners s they are surprised [y an ambush ahead. An old,
clecrepit-looking bas will suddenty pull out from a side street (o
an on-rampp, iFon the highway) to cut the runners off, [nside the
Bus s another aroup of manners who are aiter the Manekko's
cargo. The ranners must cutrun or aut-feht these interiopers and
det the cargo o the Haukshorn bullding,. IF they manage to cap-
ture and intérrogate ane of the rival ranners, heowill recall that che
johnson whe hired them tor the an was a fortyish |apanese
wirman who didn’e state her corporate atfiliation, bue swho ware a
Brooch with a very tny Shiawase logo on [t The description, iFone
is @iven, matches the runners’ awn Ms, jehnson,

It the runners lose the carga ut manage (o {all the team that
stale i, thesy will soon realize that thedr oppesicon is heading for the
sarme Building where they were supposed 1o take it themselves
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Cnce the cargo artives safely at the warehouse, Ms. [ohnson
pays the runners and has her stalf begin unloading the crates. |IF
asked about the multiple shadow teams, she will smile and make
vague camments about “separating the wheat from: the chafr”
Suddenty, a team of real Tsuruga operatives arrives on the scene,
They were alerted (o the fact thal their ship was hijacked and have
Deen dracing the cargo via a lransponder in one of the crates, only
d lew steps Dehind the runners at any poine, The runners may have
to fend off the Tauruga goon souadd, as well as any survivors of the
other two shadow teams who have not yel given up, If given a
chance, Ms, |Johnsen will atternpl 1o smooth  everything out,
explaining o rthe Tsuruga men that, thanks o the unners, the
hijacked cargo was in fact cdelivered salely [o s intended reciplents,

Sequels

Abour a weel later, It will be announced that Wuxing, Inc, has
purchased the Haukshorn towers and will be converting them into
thelr Sedartle headguarters, Whichever tleam af runners successiully
gor the cargo (o 65 destinaton will alrmost certainly set future
offers of employment from Wuxing. and even those that lalled may
have work oppartunities if they acquiited themsehves wiell

The first team of runners, who hijacked the Manedkko, decked
inte the mainframe while in transit and planted a bacll door inte (he
system, They or their allies may use it o decl into Wuxing 's Seatele
system and cause the corp all manner of trouble, or they may sell il
on the streets for prefit or revenge, Ineither case, Wuxing will jay
handsomely to have someone find and punish the culprits.

WHAT'S IN A NAME?
PFremise

Buttercup has finally managed o locate the one person who
knows her true name, an elderly ork named Craig Sanchez, She
hires the runners to recover Sanchez so that she may ensure his
silence. Howewver, |acques Barpard, head of Yamaretsu MNorth
America, has learned of her search and wanrs to obtain Sanchez
to use As 4 bargaining chip. And to top things off, the mage that
Barnard sends after Sancher will have his own ideas about what
to do with Buttercup’s true name,

Setup

In 2033, Buttercup clashed with Dunkelzahn over the fate of
one of her "pet” humans, In an effort to teach the spirit homilioy,
Dunkelzatin bound her into the body of a young, uneducated ork
far ayear and a day, letting her experience firsthand the hardships
of ke from the victim's side. ARer the year passed, the ork was
ghven a new ddentity (Craig Sanchezt, a SIN and a sizable trust
fund, and allowed to go an about his business, As a result of the
binding ritual, he knew Butlercup's true name, ol he didn’t real-
ize s significance and never mentloned it to anyone

Thaugl she fell ng anlmesity toward Sanchez, Bultercup was
termpred (o have him silenced to presene the secret af her name.
She knew nothing of his new identity, however, and waouldd not
have claredt {0 falie any action agalnst him o while Dunkelzahn was
alive amyway. [n his will, Dunkelzahn el Sanchez a magical pen-
dant desisned 1o defear Buttercup's attempes (o find  him.

DUT OF THE EAST

Untartunately, Sanchez is living out his remaining days in an alco-
halic stupor and lost the pendant when he was evicred from his
previous apartment, Buttercup was thus able to trace him w
Sedtfle, and she hires the runners o @o after him—not to kil him,
rut fo bring himd toa secures location where he can spend the rest
aof his life In peace withour the risk of anyone else learning
Burtercup s name. Mary Luce, head of Yamatetsu Seattle, notices
the request for "nonstandard operatives™ and reports it to her
superior, [acques Barnard, Barnare investizgates Buttercup's pro-
ject and decides o go aftér Sancher himself an 4 hunch

The runners are contacted by Michael Lane, a midlevel exec-
utive tor Yamatetsu Seafttle, Without disclosing his affillatlon with
Yamatetsu, Lane hires the runners to locate and "acquire” one
Craig Sanchez, ork. age thirey-six. The only other information he
has Is an address in eastern Bellevue, current as of three years
ago, Lane otfers the runners a sizable reward and tells them to
bring Sanchez, alive, to a bus terminal In Renton. He does not
mention the fact that there may be others looking for Sanchez,

Event |

The previous address listed for Sanchez s an old tenement
Bullding in Newcastle, Bellevue, ready to be tarm down and
replaced with a brand-new condoplex, The tenement’s manager,
an Arabic dwarf named Hamesh, is in the process of packing up
his office when the runners arrive, IF they ask abour Cralg Sanchez,
Harmesh asks, "You da guys called yesterday ?" If the runners say
that they are, Hamesh will shake his head and say, "l tol' you
already, | dunna where he went,” If the runners inguire as to who
called yesterday, Hamesh is equally uninformed. 7| dunno, some
guy askin' about Sanchez, Probably a bl collector or somethin'
Salcl he'd stop Ly today,”

Begaidless of how they answer his question, Hamesh tells the
characters that he has no forwarding address or other information
for Sanchez. The ork’s rent was apparently pakd automatically out of
4 banle account, “which is a good thing, ‘cause he didn't have any
money but for boecee” He savs thal Sanchez had been dold about
the sale of the building several tmes But had apparently made no
arrangements @ move untll the final day when everyone had (o
leave, "He jus’ threw a buncha clothes inna sultcase and walked off
down the street, left everything else In the apartment,”

Hamesh will not reveal any specifics about Sanchez's bank
account, but the unners are weicome (o Inspect his lormer apart-
ment if desired. Burled among the plastic lguar bottles,
umwashed laundny and take-out food containers. the characters
may find a green stone amulet on a broken silver chain. An astral
examination of the room will reveal the amulet almost instamthy,
as it has a moderately strong magical aura. A small shipping box
just alyul e ri_lu:hl: size for the amulet s on the Aaaor, l}eing used
as an ashtray; the return address is for the Draco Foundation, A
crurnpled letter inside suggests that Sanchez should wear the
amulet at all times "o protect against the unlikely possibiiity that
wour former guest should bear you any il will,™ A pile of
unopencd mall includes a number of bank statements showing
manthly automatic rent payiments and numerous other transac-
Hons, mostly ar lguor stores and last-food restaurants,
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As the runners are leaving the bullding (or lingering in the
apartrrment. iF they take a long time investgating), they will
encounter 4 1o of Yamatetsu company men who are tiving to
track down Sanchez tor Barnard. They will not pay the runners any
particular attention if they simply pass on the streer, [pub IF the mn-
ners act In a suspicious manner of are stll in Sanchez s apartment
when the enforcers anive, the Yamatersu men will confrone them.
Caldwell, an arrogant mage who acts as the Yamatersu team's
leader, will want to know who the characters are warking: for anc
why they're after Sanchez, He will also politely suggest that the
runners turn over any evidence they may have found befare
things get unpleasant, Despite his threats, Caldwell will not starnt
a situation unless his men ocutnumber the unners. He o will, how-
ever. follow the munners iF he suspects that they know something.

Event 2

Experimenting with the amuler reveals thar it masks the
wiearer s aura, Not anly will it conceal the magical abilities of a
magician or adept. bur It will also make & mundane perscn s aura
appear genenc and nondescript, While being worn by a living
being, the amulet also masks 1ts own aura.

Matrix searches for Sanchez's name turn up the usual birth
records (which are fakes, though wvery good ones): a few brief
arrests during his teen years for loitering. vandalism and the like:
and the bequest of ~a small token of my esteem” in Dunkelzahn's
will, There is also a driver s license photo of Sanchez, which is old
but will still allow the runners to recognize him.

Decking into che First Bank of Bellevue, where Sanchez's
account s locared, reveals that the account was set up in June of
2034, with a deposit of ane million nueyen 10 the account by Libra
Haldings, Inc. Sanchez has apparently been living off the interest
ever since: automatic rent payments are accounted for, and all
other transactions are limited to 100 nuyen per day. Most signifi-
canthy, two weeks ago the receipt of the rental payments rans-
ferred to an apartment building in Redmong.

Unless the characters removed all the bank statements from
Sanchez's apartment, a Yamatetsu decker will alsa be poking
around in Sanchez's accounts, The decker [treat as an Equal oppo-
ment) will first be concerned with getting Sanchez s current
address, then with keeping the player character decker from gert-
ting the same information.

Investigations into Libra Holdings will reveal that the compa-
my is owned by Cherry Creel Limited, which in turn was owned
by Dunkelzahn and Is now part of the Draco Founclation.

Event 3

Sanchez s current aparment is even more run-down than the
last one. and while 1t's in one of the more reputable parts of
Redmond, It's still not a nice neighborhood, When the runners
arfve, Sanchez 1s out ar a liguor store down the block, but he will
return roughly five minutes later. If the runners kept the Yamatetsu
decker from Sancher's address, Caldwell will have watcher spirits
searching for the runners in the hopes that they found Sanchez.
Cherwise, Caldwell's team will arrive shortly after the ronners do
lor before the runners get there, iF the ronners dawdle). Thera are as
many company men as there are runners this time, and they are
ready for a confrontation If they can't obtain Sanchez peacefully.

Calchwedl™s tearm will trye to graly Sanchez as soon as they soe
him coming baclk down the street: IF the runners didn’t met a
phote of Sanchez, they may not reallze who he is untl Caldwell
goes after him, Sanchez = old and debilleated By vears of depen-

dence on alcohol and will provicde litcdle resistance to Caldwell s
team (or anvone else) Caldhwell's primany objective is to lose any
pursuers. and then get S5anchez o a safehouse in Bellevae:

If the runners get away with Sanchez, Calcbwell will track them
Iy car, with watcher spints, or by any other means necessary, I
need e, they will follow the: runners (o thelr meet with Lane and
gas the whole place with nedrostun in order to acguire Sanchez,

Event 4

On the way to the safehouse, Caldwell performs a ming
probe on Sanchez to learn why Burtercup wants him, When he
discovers that the ork knows Burttercup's true name, Calcbwell
decides to double-cross Barnard and try 0 Rind Burtercup him-
self. Leaving: Sanchez under guard ar the safehouse, he moves to
a nearbyw Yamatersu warehouse and spends the next ten hours
prepanng a massive hermetic crcle and downloading information
from Yamatetsu's on-line conjuring llbrary.

The runners shaould be able to rrace Sanchez 1o the salehouse,
whether maglcally or by following the cars from Sanchez's apart-
ment. If they can get past the guards, they can rescue Sanchez.
The orle siill has no idea what the whole thing |s about, bur he
knows that Caldwell was trving to find our something about a
name, the name of someone that Sanchez used to know. Once
they have recovered Sanchez, the runpers can turn him over to
Lane. However. Caldwell's inguires in the Yamatetsu conjuring
library have triggered Marix flags thal sent a warning to
Butrercup. She has had her deckers (race back who was making
the inguiries and where they were logged in from, and contacts
Lane while he is meeting with the runners. He immediately offers
the runners a large bonus to go to the warehouse and stop
Caldwell’s ritual. as he can't get a Yamartetsu strike team together
in time without tpping oft Barnard,

Climax

The runners must get past all of Caldwell's guards and sum:-
maoned spirits in an atcempt to stop the binding ritual, Once the
preparations are done, the ritual itself is very briel, and the nunners
will have to worl tast in order to reach Calchwell in time, He is a
very skilled conjurer, and if he is not interrupted. he actually man-
ages to bind Burrercup. He charges her first of all not to harm or
hinder him in any way, and then to stop the runners from attach-
ing him. Obediently, Butrercup sends waves of magical energy
out at the runners, who tale no damage but hear, quite clearly, a
mental voice saying, "Stop attacking and fall down,”

If the characters are quick enough to go alang with this scam
{hey, they stopped attacking, didn’t they?!), Buttercup will ry to
distract Caldwell long enoush for ane ol the "unconscious” run-
ners to take a shot at him. IFany of the rummers continue attacking,
Buttercup will hit the stragglers with a real stunball spell or two, I
Caldwell survives the surprise attack, he will surely order
Buttercup to kill the ranners and she will e forced to obey, S0
they probably only have one shot at taking: him out, Buttercap s,
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however, on thelr side, and will try to interpret any future orders
s0-as o help the runners stop Caldwell,

IF Calchwell dies and Buttercup |s freed agaln, she will reswarcd
the runners with an extra 30,000 nuyen each, but she will require
them each to take a dose of lads (o erase thelr memaornies of the
ritual (and of her true name), They can also keep Sanchez s amulet
if they wish. She then vanishes and takes Sanchez to live out his
golden years In a nice condoplex n Singapore. Any runners who
manage to avold or resist the effects of the laés may attermpt to
use or sell thelr knowledge of Buttercup’s true name, but they will
earn a powerful, Implacalyle enemy it they do

Sequels

Jacques Barnard will have a hard time figuring out exactly whal
Raprpaened Lo Caldwell. and will almest certainly try to rack the run-
ners down o et their verslon of the story, (OF course, due o the
lafss, the runners may not remember much of L) Buttercups doesn’l
know anything of Barnard's invalverment in the swhole Incident, and
Barnard may try to kill the runners (o keep it that way

Buttercup will prolably approciate the runners’ assistance,
and may be able ta send some more Yamatersu wark their way,

Sanchez’s amulet can make any perseon's aura ook nonde-
script, meaning that a heavily cybered person could use |t
appear unaugmented on the astral plane. Trear this as it a Crade 5
inftiate with a Magic Rating of 11 were deliberately masking the
wearer's aura, Also, treal the amulet as & unique magical item,
meaning that [t dees not require bonding and cannot be dis-
pelled, attacked astrally, or ground through (unless the gamermas-
ter soodesires), nor will It stop the wearer from walking through
astral barrlers, I word gets around about the tem, any number of
shadowrunners and others. might find that ability useful. Of
caurse, shapeshifters and Insect spirits might be very Interested In
its aura-masking abillties as well,

ADVENTURE IDEAS

This section provides additional shart adventure ideas involy
Ing Yamaretsu-and other players involved in the corp’s affairs. The
gamemaster can fesh out these fdeas as short or full-ledged
adwventures using the material in this book,

ANCIENT CHINESE SECRET, HUH?

Erc Wong, the owner of Seattle’s Lee Chee Garden restau-
rant, has long been mmored @ summon and consult withan
ancient Chinese ghost. In reality, the “ghost” is the astrally pro-
|ected form of Sau-kok Chu, the CEO of Tan Tien, Inc. Wong has
long been trusbed as a neutral party by bis many shadowy and cor-
parabe customers, who have numerous meetings In his sound-
proof back room. However, Wong has actually been recording
these conversations and using his own extensive web of contacts
ter ferrel out useful shadow Information, then passing the data
Back 1o Chu.

When Wong is abducted by MCT operatives who have some-
honee learned of this armangement, the shadowrunners are hired by
his “cousin” (actually another Tan Tien operative) to And and
recover him, MCT was originally planning to simply kill Wong, bur
when they discovered that Sau-kole Chu was Wong's half-brother,
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they declded to Blackmall Chu Into having Tan Tien back out of the
PG, Chu s a very Influentlal businessman in China, and if Tan Tien
leaves the PG, numerous other Chinese corporations may follow.

TRUCK STOP

Yong-jo Moon of Eastern Tiger Corporation hires the runners
to find out why the Red Rovers have been attacking his compa-
ny's convays and to put a stop to the raids, In addition to legwork,
he asks the runners to escort a few canvoys, giving them a chance
o confrant the Rovers directly. The gangers have not been hired
by anyone, but heard a rumor that the company would soon be
laking delivery of a large cache of milspec fircarms, which they
want [or their own use and profic. The rumar has no basis in fact,
but was spread by a Mitsuhama opemative looking to shulb down
ETC s Everett manufacturing plant. The gangers want the weapan-
1y 50 badly that they refuse to believe It doesn't exist, particularly
when rival gangs hear the rumar and begin galng aler ETCs
trucks as well, When the runners uncover the Mitsubama plet,
Moon will ask them o plant fake evidence among the gangers
that It was a rumor o distract them from the real farget:
Mitsuhama convoys of milspec gear.

MOB CLASH

Yamatetsu's relocatlon has greatly increased trade between
Tacoma and Irs sister city of Viadivostol, both legal and illicit. The
Russlan communicy In Tacoma has become larger and more sig-
nificant, as have the activitles of the Vory v Zakone, the Russlan
ol Dmitr Makaroff, Tacoma’s Vory boss or tzar, has learned of
vakuza oyabun Hanzo Shotozuml's plans (o farm his own inde-
pendent league of yakuza,

Malkaroff Is trying to obtain proof of Shotozumi's plans so that
he can Blackmail the oyabun inta letting the Vory take over choice
portons of the yakuza's Tacoma operations. Shotozumi, In turn, is

trying ter foll these investigations and/or find something to hold
over Makaroff's head to keep him quiet. Both parties will be doing
much of thelr worle through freelancers, as nelther wants to
invalve thelr parent syndicates in what couldd become a second
bloody mob war. Bath mobs will be hirng runners for kidnap-
pings, breaking and entering, matrix ralds, survelllance, body-
guard worll, infillration and more.,

Eventually, Shotoeuml does break away from the |apanese
Watada-rengo, torming his own Shotozumi-rengo, This ends
Makaroff's backmall attermnpts but provides him with an opportu-
nity o ally himself with Shotoeumi’s new enemles,

TOME RAIDERS

When two Trhad members suffer sudden, horible deaths.
Octagon Trad leader David Gao becomes worrled, He realizes that
thelr cleaths were caused wy breaking thelr inltlation caths and
betraying the Triad in some way, He hires the runners to lnvestigate
what [he fwo men were up to and how they betrayed him,

When the runners investigate, they find survelllance camera
foctage In one victim's apartment that shows him belng magical-
Iy Interregated by fwo elves. When they frack down the elves,
they find a whaole group preparing for a run. The elves are in fact
Mystic Crusaders for the Atlantean Foundation and are planning
on stealing a screll kom a man named Chao Su-Cheng, Chao is a
geomancer In the employ of Wuxing who has been brought to
Sedttle o oversee the renovation of Wuxing's new corporate
offices. He Is also a Triad member, In contact with the Octagon
Incense Master, the wizarcd Chen Kwan-T1, The Crusaders used the
Triad members to lure Chao to a fake meeting with Chen, where
they were to discuss and study the scroll, a source of geomantic
wiscdom, If the runners discover this In time, they may be able to
help the Triads set a rap lor the Crusaclers,

il

ELOODIN THE BODORNRDOIOOIm




-pa1danae JW/esiA “suonedgng Em.:ﬁmﬁ .E_ Engm 01 ajgeded siapio AouowysHidayd ayenw
(newy ubiaiod) SN 00°0£$ 10 “(93elNgS Ubia104) SN 00°ZZ$§ ‘(EJLAWY YION) SN 00°815
Buiuuna suondudsgns anssi-f YIM SN 00°9S SE 2nNssi Loes jo 2o11d 13A0D) USA0D 10jOD [IN§ HI0ISPIed

||.||

Aaeay e yum sabed a3iym pue yoejq .E:EE ﬂh mwmﬁummm_.: poddns uonesignd ybiuy 3yl Jo pIoms yoes

mﬂﬂuuﬂummt aje30j

-.. Sese . - pue SaInjuaApe
7 ..L...”..“..m T ______E: o3 sadfjaydie

u_mmE MaLL ﬁﬁnﬁuu_
~ | MMau ‘SaINIUBADE MIU
~yyim siafkepd anof
-.ﬁ:mﬂu_mn 03 H.uuuu..m._._u :
._.iu.._unua_u.._ anssy E_mm

PUB S2INJEaI1D
..____E... WioJ] ‘3s13AIUN

UniMopeUS Y3 Ul
m:.Emm jo spadse e

e - 13A02 [jIM PUBIMOPEYS

*saurzebew 3ioddns
- ..ﬂﬂn .-:ﬂﬂ.ﬂ

ﬂ:uzmu_:_n._.. .

Em,Ew_ ﬂﬁ. §0 pIOMS
‘Je:-5Hj0) 2uy
243 Ag :nn.& ybnoiq -

EF.. ,p :

= .H@E&_ Bu3 §o- Eutm
SAMOd] ,ﬂ..._mummmﬂn :
ﬂ.nﬁnﬂw uﬁ&um ,_wﬂunﬁﬂ

u.\ TEJQHJ
_“mﬁt.h,w [N E E

e, e

wosjoe@ybuypims 12Ul §1Z1-9Z8-Z0S *XEI/3I0A
VSN $B0Z-0ZHZH AN UOSISPUIH ‘9| L # SuE] Jasuns 0Z8Z

n:a.umu._n_:n_ ybiuyj ays3 jo ﬂ..n.gu




